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The Department officials agreed t should accept an 
invitation to take part in a Commonwealth Conference on Tropical 


and Sub-tropical Soils being held at Rothamsted in June, with 


supplementary visits at Oxford and Lyndhurst. (O94 tad, wae 
iy dan petra on Caleynal rails”, ‘/) 


Karly in the year Dr. Ignatieff and I got our committee of the 

yw. ees 
Agricultural Society together and outlined the proposed book on the 
efficient use of fertilizer and chose aithors for the several sections. 
The big problem was to get our American writers to take account of soil 
conditions they had never seen so we developed a scheme for getting 
comments and ideas from a great many people in other parts of the 
world. 

This year I started the practise of inviting one representative 
from among the professors of soils in each of the four land-grant 
regions to our national staff conference. This took some doing 
because some of the experiment station directors wouldn't even pay the 
expenses of their people and they asked the Soil Survey to do it; and 


the Mid West boys wanted to have three or four representatives: from 
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this one group of states. Then too, we invited a few from other 
federal agencies. I was anxious to get a very broad representation 
of competent opinion because I wanted to get all of the vital 
committee reports completed and tested by the autumn of 1949. (The 
only way I finally got our of this haggling over expense accounts was 
to serve them notice about or 5 years later that we simply would 
not pay the expenses of people not on our Soil Survey staff.) 

From January 11 to 2h I spent my time in Knoxville working on 
fertilizer policy, test-demonstration plans, and asricultural organization 
Within the Tennessee Valley Authority. I loved McAmis but he was 
an extremely poor administrator and had a deep-seated prejudice 
against the use of nitrogen fertilizers. I did a lot of work on 


the nitrogen problem based on conferences with both chemists and 


acriculturists. McAmis had no use for the nitrogen program. He 
had been brought up on getting nitrogen through legumes and always 
spoke of ammonium nitrate as "sweet wind". But I could see that it 
had a great place on pastures, and especially on corn now that we 


had the new hybrids. Instead of having yields of 15 to 35 bushels 
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per acre on erosive hilly soil, corn could be grown continuously on 
the best soils for it with yields of well over 100 bushels per acre. 
Such a corn crop gives nearly complete protection against erosion and 


leaves great guantities of organic matter within the soil. With 


| the price of nitrogen coming down this was bound to revolutionize 


agriculture and permit high production with greatly reduced 
erosion. Also there was the need of arranging for the fertilizer 
plant to have a truly national significance. Curtis was also a 
bit opposed to the nitrogen program but I was able to sell the 
Board as a whole. 


I also had to do a ror deal of = Sonaasicetas in order 


LALLA Lop on Bee ial aati) td eu Ada e 
to have a useful nem herp conference in ie real 


4 


came down and we had a start conference during which the term, 


\"Latosol" was born. (t am sorry I didn't use "Laterosol instead, ) 


Early in February I spoke to the Association of Southern 


Agricultural Workers in Washington.on the contribution of the 


Soil Survey to the agriculture of the south. This gave me a 


chance to show the relationship among the fertilizer work, land-use 


planning, and the Soil Survey, 
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I don't thirk I ever had more writing going on. Iver Nygard 
and I were working on the Soils of Alaska. I had begun the bulletin 
my Aailuceksan 
on, the Congo and had my speech to fix up for Britain as well as 
several other speeches. 

From February 14 to 26 I spent my time in the Tennessee Valley, 
pertly at the fertilizer plant at the Shoals and partly at Knoxville. 
Finally McAmis said to me that he should leave his job. I got Mr. Bass 
<a to accept this immediately and arrangements were made 
for White to take his place and for Joe Moon to become Assistant 
Director. McAmis never was friendly with me after that and secon 


Ateut 2 penenpree 


retired from IvA, I was very sorry about this but he simply could not 


dhe 


handle the job. He had many valuable insights but,also some bad 
om - 
prejudices. He always talke i his staff and,every one else # 
pesettes so that commmications were poor and uncertain. And on 
the nitrogen work he wasn't above fudging the data a bit. 
During these two trips in January and February I did an 


enormous amount of work and got several other people to help on 


some of the public relations and economic aspects of TVA's 
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chemical and agricultural programs. 
Before I went to the Valley, I asked the girls to lock up 
the plane schedules and boat sailindfor England so I could make 
a selection, When I returned, they simpl¥ showed me my reservations 


for going and coming on the S. S. Americal No doubt I needed the rest 


In February and March hearings were held on three crazy bills. 
H.R. 4150, H.R. 4151, and H.R. 17. Near the end tha PATE oe 
was on-the so-called Hope ball that varied somewhat from the Jensen 
and Cooley bills. These bills were promoted by the SCS in order to 
make an empire for Hugh Bennett and his boys. They went up and down 
the land with the ridiculous slogan, "The United States needs to have 
a land policy. We have never had one." Actually, of cours§ the 
United States had had a firm land policy; that gproductive larid 
‘should be in private ownership. Of course Extension and the Farm 

“Cause 

Bureau were much opposed. One of the incidents that ey go 


ICS 
the fact that one of Ae in Missouri lest his briefcase, which 


contained many detailed letters and questions to use in talks, 
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conversations, and conferences to support the Hope bill and 
discredit Extension and about everybody else. Obviously it 
represented a dictatorial, bureaucratic campaign concocted in the 
Washington office of SCS in cooperation with the National Association 
actin 
of Soil Conservation District)Pupervi sors) Of course this plan 
for empire included taking over the Soil Survey, which was a big 
goal of Bennett. But he went so far that he antagonized all the 
land-grant colleges, the Farm Bureau and other farm organizations, 
and most other agencies of the Department. This whole affair 
created uncertainty and bitterness that was wholly unnecessary. But 
perhaps it was good that he did go so far since his extremism 
made failure of these bills inevitable. This affair is well covered 
by Dr. Charles M, Hardin in his book, The politics of agriculture. 
Ray Heinen joined the staff of the Bureau March 8, primarily 
to help with Salter's speeches. It turned out thet we worked 
together very closely for about five years, Salter would have a 


speech to give. Sometimes he would have a title in mind and 


sometimes not. Ray would come over and we would kick some ideas 
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around for an hour or so. Then he would go back and make a rough 
Graft that I would mark up. Then we would have another talk. This 
made things a lot easier for me. Ray never wrote any speeches for me 
but he gave helpful criticisms on second and third drafts. We also 
cooperated on speeches for the Research Administrator, the Secretary, 
and others. 

From March 1h to 20 tet year we had our Soil Survey staff meeting, 
now called the Work-Planning Conference of the National Cooperative 
Soil Survey,at the Statler Hotel in St. Louis. My Cenadian friends 
were there and Stephens from Australia. Moon came for the last time. 
We started a general pattern that continued for many years. The 
first day we had a plenary session and then the committees met in 
evenings and during the days. For about one and one-half days we 
went ahead with the committee reports and had a final sessiong, late 
Friday or Saturday morning. As the attendance grew, they became 
increasingly difficult to manage without waste of time. 

On the Side gl had been promoting a National Phosphate Committee 


that would not be dominated by Frank Parker. This worked out quite 
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well with Dr. W. H. Pierre taking the leadership. The Committee 
_ continued for some time with a final national conference and publication 
about 1951. 

April 7 the changes were made in TVA and Joe Moon went with then¢ 11/4) 

In the riiddle of April, ee Stephens of Australia ended his 
field trip in Washington and spent some time with the staff here. 
He was very enthusiastic about his visit. I had high hopes for 
Stephens but in the end he didn't quite made the high grade I had 
expected. : if . 

A oiled, Prantwet ey 

esides my own writing I oe, Sa C react to from Jim 

Rorty. He was working a good deal with TVA bulletins and also ona 
book of his own. Thengof course, Major Ignatieff and I were pushing 
ued the FAO fertilizer bulletin, 

In May my files show that I was writing to Prof. G. W. Robinson 
and complaining "that being both an administrator and a soil 
scientist is a very difficult trick." 


Also in May, Hockensmith of the SCS brought out a new little 


booklet, "Guide for soil conservation surveys", By making some use 
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of the committee reports of the Soil Survey staff the classes 

; Tere ; gi (fh ; 
of soil characteristics were slightly impefved but the basic 
fallacies of complex symbols and uncontrolled legends remained, so 

“dé 
SCS Au estee 
that the Sigg car a bad as ever. 

Near the end of May I received two or three copies sf the 
"Scientific Monthly" containing my paper, Conflicting doctrines 
about soils, which was destined to have an interesting history in 
several lanzuages, 

I left for Europe on June 2. The trip at sea was very restful 


and I got some writing done. I Say lo interes ing many with 16t¢3 of 


MONCY » Siimaeeesao—Ot— er eey, He was in the advertising 


Pe 


business in New York. He had y& wife ymuch younger than a es took 
quite good care of him. He did some quite good original writing 
but published it privately and gave copies to his friends. 


Wwe dockeHat 


—o ney ce er al the morning of June 9 and, took the train 


into London, I went over to the St. Pancras Station, got my ticket, 
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and looked at the magazines. The Atlantic edition of "Time" for June7 


had a big story about my paper in "Scientific Monthly." Contrary 
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for the Amsterdam Congress planned for 1950. I gave an important 


paper here with a very long title, Preliminary suggestions for the 


4 


classification and nomenclature of great soil sroups in tropical and 
equatorial regions. 

I got back from Britain about July 8. The big table back of 
my desk in the office was stacked high with letters about, Conflicting 
doctrines about soils. I had several thousand requests for reprints 


Pttdicclirp ueihilirs 


& = Fs Bare iis Admit stra tion 


a 
but had ordered only 200. They + 


made copies for all their offices, Many others made copies or reviews 
and I helped with a few short versions. It was translated into 
several languages [dyin a reprinted it and circulated it 
widely in the world. 

July 11 Lucille and I drove to Ithaca, New York for a meeting of 
the collaborators of the Plant, Soil, and Nutrition Laboratorys,antk 


I also used the occasion to go over our cooperative work with 


Bradfield and others at Cornell. 
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Later in July Georges Aubert came. I had given Walter Lyford 
around $150 to give Aubert when Walter met him in New York. The 
French had taken me literally and Georges had only five dollars 
in his pocket when he landed in New York. We had arranged a system 
of tours so that he was passed from one group to another and had 
almost no expenses for transport. I had also arranged with several 
universities to give him honoraria for lectures,altnough some of these 

Laliy 
he had to get to by train after the beginning of the school year. dn 
&, Collins teter | cave him some more money and he continued his 
travels by car to the southwest and then through the south- to 
Washington. 

In early August we had a vicious attack on one of our best soil 
scientists by an SCS boy whom I suppose was looking for favors from 
Bennett. This fellow was called ClaudgFly and was the state soil 
scientist for Kansas. We had worked out a three-way cooperation 
between the Soil Survey, the SUS, and the state experiment station. 


Arvad Cline was the party chief. Things were going fairly well and 


then all of a sudden Fly went to Prof. Throckmorton and told him that 
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the soil maps were inaccurate and unusable in farm planning, and that 
the Soil Survey had not met its comiuitments. Happily, Arvad had 
cc ot something like this from Fly and had kept accurate records 
of each man's work with dates. Throckmorton became Ba "yp st at this 
story and came with Fly to visit the county. Arvad had complete records, 
which showed that only the Soil Survey had met its commitments, 
All of the SCS men had been trainees and had been moved out as soon 
as he had trained them. The local ©CS farm planner said the maps 
were fine for farm planning. Then Arvad said, "Now let's go:out and 
look at the boundaries." By this time Fly had left and Throckmorton 
couldn't find anything wrong with the boundaries. People had been 


ly, Casts bad wo nal me adder lee fats ds 


suspicious of befores but), No one trusted him after that. But 
Arvad got a raise immediately. 

Also in August I was asked to review one of the worst books 
dealing with soils and soil conservation that was ever published - 
The road to survival by William Vogt. This had to be the end of a 


cycle, beginning with the bulletin, Soil Srosion the national menace, 


by Bennett and Chapline,supplemented by increasingly extreme statements 
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by both Bennett and Lowdermilk. Russell Losrd carried the falsifications 
a little further and in better English. Stuart Chase had another 


There were several more, 


vat fly then there was so much money in this kind of scare stuffy and 
so few people knew anything about it gthat folks in Europe wanted to 
get in on it. The book by Jacks and White, called Rape of the earth 
the ment) alice 
in England and Vanishing lands in the United States, was,next in 
line. I had reviewed this earlier. After Jacks' book came one a 
little worse in excellent French by Harroy, called Afrique: Terre 
qui_meurt, pulished in 194. I saw Harroy in the Belgian Congo 
in 1947 and asked him why he wrote such a book. I said, "You know 
that there is miczhty little significant erosion in the Congo." He 
the Atl Pitlien of > 
replied, "Yes, but you have to exaggerate to get,government administrators, 
toact,!! 
Now fhe road to survival had zone even beyond the one by Harroy. 
| pn bly book 
In reading the book I found only one true statement: Spec ttp |e 
wrDte¢g that the Soviet Union Gods continaxtel climate. Sut everything 


else that I knew anything about, within the United States or 


elsewhergy was wrong. 
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I refused to review this book on the basis that it would just 
help sell the book. People would want to see it in order to find out 
what got under my skin so much. Then I got an order from Seeretary 
Brannon to review it for his personal information. This irritated 

Male A. 
me a bit but I did-so. The boys in the Secretary!s office tried 
their best to get me to let it be published but I would not agree, 
I found out ae that they had copies made and circulated them 
under the table. I think one probably got back to Vogt but he 
never said anything to me about it. Much later I found that a 
copy with no name on it was posted for reading in the Harvard library. 


SAA, 
This review is worth quoting as follows: (Insert 35a) 


August 211 left for meetings ee ate with a stopover 
in Chicago to talk with Charles Hardin. The campus at Fort Collins 
was a poor place for the meetings because of the very noisy wooden 
dormitories. I didn't get mush sleep. Aubert had a good time. I 
attended many of the programs but spent much of my time in conferences 
with our state cooperators and others. 


I went from Fort Collins to New York City where Lucille and 


Ma y Alice had gone for a holiday. a 9n Harry Varley and he 
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eview.of: Koad to Survival by Yort 


‘Perhaps some will say that the author's intentions in this book are 


% 


orthy: He is trying to make the Simple wasses aware of soil erosion and 


| inpending oatastrophe. Although such books may make people emotionally 
b of oa tae 
eonacious of soil, they confuse rather than sid their understanding. This is 


Trea + ) 
lly a "seare” book--a trashy panic-maker with nothing constructive. It is 


“indeed that such a book could be taken seriously by responsible 


Here and there, one may find some facts. The book points out that one 
E yl carry the methods developed in temperate rezions like the United States 


oo arn 


tropical areas Lile Latin Amerioa. He has a few sentences suggesting the 
ay * 


2 for research; and it is true that only a little is known about tropical 
a eee Miseshere, however, he says that tie sotie oF Kbrien’ basg been studied 
aeshon Reig) Shit Ae uxtrec te emphasized the damage that has been done by 
a ey Reeetienenien am Latin America who have followed solicies inconsistent with 
the Good Neighbor Policy of the American Yovernment. In the diseussion of Asia 


ok calls attention rightly to the great extremes in climate due to isolation from 
ately reir ve 

et tenpe ing pl of pavers in more than one place he points out the difficulties 
34. . 

i ia 


t have arisen from technological advances in medicine--in life-ssving--that 


not socompented by parallel advances in arricultural and industrial 
f aeons 
fieLeney. But one gathers that he suggests stopping medicel work, or enforcing 


» control er sone unexplained means, rather than developing scientific 


ct pot 
ae i ‘and industry to feed ourselves. 
a Tine night find a few more examples of true stetesionts, but not easily. 
Bs = ® wut 
is 8 veritas le ‘orey of fact, untruth, pausibie statenents for the wrong 


ier 


By , evessing, te, idol worship, and sweeping false implications. With over~ 


seit, the author alone sees clearly the great harmonies auonr the 
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offered me a fine position and took us all to a very fanc¥# place 
for luncheon. We got back home about the last day of August. 
ny 

Jim Roe of Successful Farming" had been after me for same time 
for a popular piece on tne food potential of the world. In fact, 
he had sent me 4 bon voynce delepiae to my boat in New York in June 
that ended, "And don't forget the piece you are to do for me." 
Somehow I got it done and sent it to him. It was printed in 
November as, Who says the earth can't feed her people? 

September 10 I went to Schenectedby, New York to give a broadcast 
on General Electric's Farm Forum about food potentials. while 
waiting for my train to Chicago I worked up an outline for the UN 
speech and mailed it to the office. I met several others in Chicago 
going bate the meeting of the American Farm Economic 
Association at Green Lake, Wisconsin. I had a good reception for 
my paper on Food production potentials and problems. This turned out 
to be quite a good meeting but obviously a lot had to be done to 


integrate production research and economics. I remember getting very 


irritated at the figures from a California farm study. The speaker 
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~ said that only one to three percent of the farms had more than 1,000 


acres of cropland. He tewtiaee this to be misleading instead of 
indicating the percentage of cropland in farms of over 1,000 acres. 
Bheyemed A vexpeset section on the economics of soil conservation 
divs. bag 

Aexcept for ore paper by Heady. People were still trying to make 

some kind of economic sense out of contrasting "conservation practices" 
with "production practices." This fallacy still lingered for a few 
more years. 

I got back home about September 17 and I got to work again on 
the bulletin for UNESCO, Food, soil, and people ,and my paper for 
the UN meeting in New York. 

The last day of September I started out on another long trek 
doing what writing I could on the train. I stopped at the University 
of Chicago for conferences with a group of economists and then went 

> 
on by train to ssoancnaiclien * ~ had conferences there with Harold Mdyer § ) 
about the cooperative work. 


October 3 I drove in a government car south into the Flint Hills 


and then we worked our way up to Lincoln, Nebraska ,where I had 
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ph 
conferences with our people and with those at the university. 
Fortunately for the Department of Agriculture, Lambert had left to 
become Dean of Agriculture at Nebraska. He wanted a first-class 
soil scientist but didn't want to pay over seyen or eight thousand 
dollars. As a resut{) he never did get ei October 5 I took some 
time out to dictate a statement for Dr. Black to use in one of his 
| many reports for the Planning Association. I also had some very 
interesting talxs about root-soil studies with Prof. Weaver. He 
was the great expert in this field and was affectionately known as 
"The goundmole of the Great Plains," 

From Lincoln I went to Boston and spoke at the Littauer School 
at Harvard. Dr. Black never liked people to know the subject of the 
seminar in advance. This was hard on the speaker but I supported the 
scheme because no ghost writer ever penetrated his seminars. 

I left Harvard in the afternoon for Soares Hampshire. I 
visited many of the staff at the University and made a speech on 
Soil and food for the world as part of the program for inaugurating 


tee new president. 
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Shortly after I returned from New Hampshire Aubert came to stay 
with us, although he was in and out to make his university lectures. 

One day a man came into my office from "Time"»,who wanted to do 
another story on the food situation. I gave him a lot of material, 
including, I think, my confidential review of Vogt's book and maps. 

But I told him, "If you bring my name in any way into that article 
I shall simply raise hell." "But" he said, "I need a name", I 
said, "That's easy, Go talk with Dr. Salter and ask him Picdey ¢ eres 


and you'll have a name." All my friends knew where the material 


came for the story Eat hearty in "Time" for November 8, 198. 


But nobody could prove anything. 

. ae 

Near the end of Gctober I made a visit to the United States 
Salinity Laboratory at Riverside, California and took part in the 
collaborators! meeting. This gave us a chance to talk over the 
necessary cooperation between the Laboratory and the Soil Survey. To 


change the pace from salty soils, I gave an evening slide lecture 


on the Congo. 
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After three days at home I went to Memphis and gave a lecture to 
the Tennessee Agricultural Extension Workers. 
Another screwball book had come out earlier on soil conservation 
called, The plundered planet by Fairfieéd Osborn. One night 
at the Cosmos Club one of the fellows who "worked" with him asked 
me if I had read it. I told himI hadn't. Soa day or two later 
Osborn called m@ from New York and asked rf@ if I would read it and 
tell him what I thought of it if he sent me a copy. I agreed. The book 
wasn't any good, in fact it was extremely misleading, so I sent him 
tftpie 
a thnee- or four-page letter documenting this eopeeen. After.that he 
left me alone. 
Br. C. P. Barnes left us for a position im the Research 
Sdministrator?s office in November, It was very difficult to find 
a good replacement until I finally got Dr. W. H. saaPray in September, 1950. 
On November 15 I cave a speech to a packed house in the Department 
Auditorium on The soils men live by. This seemed to have:a pretty good 
fpsrwy 
reception and some saw that the SCS program wasagpushed by Bennett for 
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That night I left for Oklahoma City for the meeting of the 


Reclam¥ation Association. I had been told to go since technical 
questions might arise. But none did. It was purely % political and 
promotional. The Chamber of Commerce crowd and contractors made up ike 
the group with almost no farmers, These people wanted reclamation 
wholly for contracts and for the money that — be spent in their 
towns. Few had any interest in irrigation. Old Senator Kerr gave 
one of the most amusing speeches I have ever heard aithouch it had 
nothing to do with reclamation. The place was simply littered 
with ridiculous propaganda and lies against TVA and a possible 
Missouri Valley Authority. 

Just before I left on this trip Dr. Ignatieff had given me a 
huge mimeographed document supposed to be a first draft of Efficient 
se of fertilizers. Most of it was just terrible - far worse than 

I had expected. I worked on it for two days each way on the train 
and part of the time at Oklahoma City. 


I got home about 8:00 Sunday morning November 21 and called 


Dr. Ignatieff. I am afraid that he had not quite finished his 
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morning teal I explained to him that this was gust terrible and not 
to let out another copy to anybody - that it was really the "Fanny Hill" 
of soil science. 
The next morning he came out to my office with a bit less than 
his eeuks gaiety. A little after lunch he was convinced of what we 
needed to do and we went ahead and did it. When Egnatieff left my 
office that day he said, "When I come out here I never know 
whether I shall get a pat on the back or a kick in the pants", 
I wept, but not much. 
Ignatieff redictated part of it and 1 most of it. As TI recall 
we had a pretty respectable manuscript by the end of the week. This 
“s sent out to many people. I also urged thet he get it into French 
so that FAO could get Aubert to look it over. And this was. lucky 
too because the translator didn't know much about science. 
ha wut J S24, Carle | 
In December I was working on the Congo bulletin, the Alaska 


bulletin, the Food, soils, and people bulletin, and the UN paper, which 


: _ was later published as Soil survey in relation to soil conservation. 
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/ Sometime in the autumn of 1918 I learned that E. J. Coil, 
Director of the National Planning Association, was promoting a 
"debate", principally between Mr. Gordon Clapp of TVA and Secretary 
of Agriculture Brannon about the failure of the two agencies to 
cooperate in the Tennessee Valley. This situation had a long 
background history. The principal point was that when the TVA Act 
was passed, it gave the Board full authority for agriculture in the 
Valley. TVA could have duplicated all of the research and advisory 
work of the colleres and of the Department. At the Department's 
strong urging the three-way agreement was signed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, the Chairman of the Board of TVA, and the President 
of each of the land-grant colleges in which it was agreed that TVA 
and the Department would conduct all their agricultural work in the 
Valley in cooperation with the colleges. TVA held to this. The 
Department did not and yet it would not abrogate the agreement, 
Gordon Clapp wrote to me and asked my advice about whether or 
not he should accept the invitation. I looked into the matter and 


found that it was going to be a packed audience with loaded 
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questions without any thought of an objective discussion. I wrote 

to Dr. Black and he agreed fully with my opinion so I advised Gordon 
not to accept unless the discussion were in the Valley rather than the 
Cosmos Club. I agreed that I would go to the show and report to him. 
The affair was held in the Cosmos Club on the evening of 

November 3D. HE. Jd. Coil served as chairman. He first introduced 
David Cushman Coyle who read extracts from letters from Morris L. Cooke. 
Coyle Said that Mr. Clapp's letters were too long to read. He also 
quoted from other letters. 

Senator-elect Kefauver spoke briefly about TVA and unhappily 

had to leave. 

The audience was pretty well packed with SCS boys and farmers 
they had selected. A Mr. Hoff, Secretary of the Brandywine Valley 
Association, told of the wonderful service from SCS and the very 

poor service from Extension. He asserted that he knew nothing about 
‘TVA on had he even read the Act. 


Then a Dewey Anderson read a letter from Lowdermilk, who, he 
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What a farcel Of course he thought SCS was better. 
Secretary Brannon started out with a strong statement of his 
great friendship for TVA. (If he had any it was long before I knew 
him. This was one of his blind spots.) Unhappily, Drannon got red 
in the face and quite irresponsible near the end. He was highly 
complimented by Charles Brand, who had tried to get me fired over 
the fertilizer question. I never heard more ridiculous statements 
with the chairman, Coil, actually trying to get votes on loaded questions. 
By this time all but the actors and the guests of SCS were beginning 
to laugh a bit. Then an unidentified farmer from the Tennessee Valley 
got up and asked the audience, “How many people here live in the 
Tennessee Valley? - Raise your hands." Not a hand went up. He said, 
"That's what I suspected. I can't tell you how absolutely ridiculous 
this whole thing would sound to anybody living in the Valley." Dr. 
Bushrod Allin was there and just threw back his head and roared with 
laughter, which touched off everyone else except the actors and 
the "guests", All the chairman could do was throw up his hands. 


The whole farce was over. 
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Already arrangements had been made for me to leave directly after 

New Years for visits to Australia and New Zealand. Then came all the 
papers for the special issue of "Soil Science", The papers ran 

over the alloted space so I called Firman Bear and told him my 
predicament. I got out of the trouble by getting his agreement 

that I could mark passages for fine prints sso-that—my total 

editing consisted mainly of marking enough for fine print to get 
within the 120 pages allowed. Of course, I had seen most of the 
papers before in first or second drafts 

This month I also had some serious administrative problems about 
budgets since the Bureau of the Budget was insisting that we absorb 
the funds required for the mandatory pay-act costs. (Later they 
relaxed this a bit.) 

Aubert had had to be careful about money and had spent much of 
his valuable time giving lectures. arly in Vecember he had arranged 


= 
for a final lecture, in French, in Quebec. Them, when his trip was 
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_ fifty-dollar billst He came back to our house and was so excited. 

& LULL 
He peeled off east said, "Here is what you advanced me". 
"But", I said, " You gave me one too many." 
He recounted, laughed, and said, "So I did". 
It was a shame he had not had the money earlier. He bought some 
XHKHREXRGHXKKGEXTAKGKALHEE books, a new suit of clothes, and some 
things for his laboratory. He left about one-half of it with Lucille 
for future use. 
It turned out later that this invitation to visit — United 
States, helped Aubert in France and promotion came soon. -He was 
a good student and highly industrious. Rapidly he rose to be the 
most prominent soil scientist in he country. 
December 211 made a speech in New York at the famous Cooper 
Union on Soil and world food problems, This was an interesting place 
| paar olla 


right down in tage aaa A part of the audience was in tuxedo and 


evening dresses and a part were Bowery bums with their bundles wrapped 
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I had a couple of days in Knoxville after Christmas on 


fertilizer policy within the TVA. I got back in time to get the special 
issue on Soil classification on its way. This was published the 
following February and served for years as the authoritative supplement 


to the 1938 Yearbook, Soils and Men. 
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Shortly after New Years I started the journey to New Zealand 


and Australia. The Seventh Pacific Science Congress was to be held 
in New Zealand so I arranged to go to Australia first. 

In order to be certain, so I thought, of getting to the West 
Coast for the plane overseas, I took the train. Sut when I got to 
Chicago I learned that all trains to the west were snowbound, I took 
a cay to the Pan American office and they got me a seat on TWA. This 
left a bit after midnight January 6 and we were down in San Francisco 
a bit after breakfast. I took a little rest and went oufto the 

Soil Survey office in Berkeley where I spent most of the day dictating 
a draft of Chapter three of Food, Soil, and People. 

Detailed notes on this journey, with illustrations, are included 
in the two volumes of the Down-Under Journal, 1949, Vol.I, Australia 
and Vol. II, New Zealand. 

I arrived in Hawaii January 9 and Dr. Auchter and Dr. Baver 
showed me some of their research and we had a little party at the 
Country Club. 


I left Hawaii for one of the two or three most tiring trips 


I ever had. We stopped at Canton Island, Fiji, and New Caledonia, 
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The plane landed at the Sydney airport about 6:20, January 11 


(a day was lost). Almost immediately I found a press group waiting. 

I was too tired to keep notes and I have no idea now what we talked 
about. Throughout the trip my back and especially my neck was 
extremely painful. 

The next day I had to get money and an ®xit visa swearing that 

I had made no money in Australia. Immediately after breakfast a man 
came in from the local wireless station with a copy of "Successful 
Farming" for November under his arm and just about forced me to make 
a platter on the world food problem. 

I enjoyed the trip to Queensland very much, especial ly the visit 
to Cairns and the Atherton Plateau. Once I got out into the sugarcane 
fields my back loosened up; it was like oiling an old lawnmower, 

I reached Adelaide in South Australia January 20 and was delighted 
to see my old friend, Professor G. W. Robinson. He was going to 


New Zealand the other way around. I was pleased with my trips with 


a 


1 


is helt Swe owt 
75. ae 


- 


incl yaw 


ve 
res Cl 
P ean iw a: 
Seats 3 


CEK (1949) -358- 


Stephens had arranged a wireless talk and when I finished the man 
handed me a check for a few pounds. I explained that I couldn't take 
it because I had sworn to his income-tax people that I wouldn't earn 
any money. Stephens insisted that 1 turn it over to him and that he 
would buy me a little library on Australia. It came a few months later 
and many of the books were very interesting. 

I had a rough trip to Perth with evening travel both going and 
coming. I stopped for a few moments in Adelaide on the way to Mildura 
on January 27. The boys took me immediately into the field. About 
5:00 p.m. I said I wasn't understanding a thing and they took me to 
my hotel. The next morning I was up very early from the screeching 
of a multitude of little lovebirds just outside my window. I hada 
good go with Butler in the Murray Valley. The roads, the heat, and 
the dust were frightful and the little hotels worse. My back 
really caught it. I got back to Sydney and a nice hotel room January 30. 
About 3:30 the next morning when the porter brought my tea I heard 
a crushing sound. He left immediately. He had put the platter 


over my glasses and broken them. When I got my spares out I discovered 
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one of those was also broken. Thus J] had to patch my glasses with 
scotch tape during the rest of the journey. 

Prof. Robinson and I left Sydney in an old flying boat about 
6:00 in the morning. We expected to arrive a day in advance of the 
Congress and get a good rest. 

We got down in Auckland: mamk about 4:00 p.m. and were met by 
our New Zealand hosts, including Dr. Grange, then Chief of the 
Bureau of Soils, whom I had met the previous year in Rothamsted. 
Curiously, no matter how hot, Grange alwasy wore underdrawers held 
ae loops where his galluses buttoned on his outside sronceres 
I had hardly caught my breath before he said, "There is notning on 
tomorrow. The next day is tne formal opening and you wont be 
interested in that. So I've arranged a trip to North Auckland where 
you can see beautiful examples of the Kauri Podzol. Norman Taylor 
and Sutherland will be at the most northern part with a car and we 
can go up on a plane. There is only one difficulty that you wont 


_ mind: We shall have to start very early in the morning". No rest! 
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Yet it was worth it. We had a wonderful trip. Nearly everything 
was new and I asked for a lot of stops. It began to be late on the 
second day. I remarked half aloud, "T don't see why I'm always out 
so late." Norman Taylor said, "I could tell you but I wont", 

We nad some wonderful field trips in New Zealand with beautiful 
scenery, interest'ng soils, and delightful companions. Prof. Robinson, 
Prof. Kay (Reading, UK), and I, along with either Grange or Taylor 
went together a good deal. On one occasion the two professors went 
to sleep in the bus. I went forward cautiously and got a good 
photograph of them. A couple of months afterward I sent one to each, 
with appropriate captions. Prof. Robinson was not ee Noman 
Taylor nas recalled many times one remark he said I made to him: "I 
could have made a soil map of New Zealand much easier if I had not 
cee here", 

dust after he arrived, Holt, one of Bennett's boys, talked with 

I 
the press about the terrible erosion in New Zealand. With most of | 


the land in grass\ 
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The Congress finished at Christchurch. By special arrangement, two 
of the boys took me on an interesting field trip. Among other things 
I saw loess in formation with beautiful clouds of it coming outgof the 
braided beds of the glacial streams and settling on the uplands. My 
pictures of this phenomenon were essentially duplicates of loess 
formation in the Matanuska Valley in Alaska. 

I left Christchurch on February 23 and reached Hawaii on the 2lth 
(of which I had two). I got to see a little more of the research 
and left the evening of the 25th. I got home early in morning of the 
27th of February with some sleep to catch up, 

I caught up on my office work and started to dictate a journal 
of my trip. At this time I had two secretaries, one for administrative 
work and one primarily for professional work, who was a veritable 


jewel of a secretary - Dotty imovousies (Dotdiy M7, Aurel ). 


I went to Minneapolis on March 9. (Insert 36la and 361b) 
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By previous arrangemen.’ aa Re agreed to speak, at a combined 

business and farmer forumyan—Minneapotis on Soil Conservation 

and World Food Needs.“ This turned out to be a very funny show. 

One of the big shots in the National Association of Soil Conserva- 

tion Districts came, Kent Leavitt. When I got there Iver Nygard 

told me that Ralph Musser and, Ovner 5Conpoys. hadi been! there for 

two or three days planting questions with Soil Conservation District 

Supervisors who were meeting in Minneapolis at the same time. I 

Can't recall the name of the very nice farmer from Southern 

Minnesota who acted as my personal host. He said he was an ordinary 

farmer but in my conversations with him it came out that he judged 

Cattle all the way from Chicago to Kansas City to Ft. Worth, had 

his own airplane,?had an elevator in his home. 


fereceal giving the lecture at a noon meeting just after lunch. 

w@ne crowd was large and attentive. After the lecture during a 

Sorc eancermission the hotel statf removed the tables and brought 

in chairs. About 2 P.M. we started a panel discussion of my luncheon 

address. Dean Walsker was chairman. Besides myself on the panel 

were Kent Leavitt, a planned-parentZhood advocate and a confused 

business man who was scared but did not know quite what he was 

scared of. 

Meneeueavyitc attacked mé in the field of soil science and it 

wasn't hard to turn all cf his examples wrong-side out. The 

madder he got the more irresponsible mnesbecame. Hes accused me 

of writing an article in’Time”Wemesmeme; which I didn't, but I 

had talked with the reporter and told him if he brought my name 

iff’a-miie—ofthat piece I would haunt him the rest of my life. 

So he talked with Dr. Salter and used his name aar-@me picture. So 

all I had to do was to tell Kent Leavitt to go back and read it. 
minesaudiecnce began to be amused. Iver Nygard Sat near tnesrront 

and laughed so hard that tears were running down his cheeks. pleats 

Poottemtnac tame I recall Kent Leavitt saying in a biedent tone, 

"we farmers can't understand how to handle modern technical farming. 

We have got to have these smart boys from the colleges come out 

and show us how to do it." Some of thege Swedish farmers looked 

up in astonishment. I winked at one prominent looking one and he 

winked back and smiled. (Kent Leavitt had married a farm. His 

wife had a herd of Brown Swé4@6h cattle and sold the products to 

a New York night club at fancy prices. She did not let him have 

anything to do with this enterprise. Actually he was some kind of 

bond salesman posing as a farmer.) 


Then came some of the planted questions. The people that read these 
did not know what the words meant let alone the questions. Things 
got funnier and funnier. Pe, some man stumbled through one 

of these questions, which I can't remember, but ended it up with 
this. "Can we afford to be as complacent about these problems as 

you apparently are, Doctor?" 


( 
a’ 


SEE 


2 


As chairman, Dean Walster said, "I have known Dr. Kellogg for a 
dong time and I have heard him called many things. But this is 
the first time I have ever heard anybody call him complacent about 
ahything." The audience simply roared. The Dean threw up his 
hands and said, "The seminar is concluded." 


several people came up to congratulate me including the old 
Swedish farmer that winked at me. He asked me, "When does your 
train go back to Washington?" I replied, "About 11:30 P.M." 

He said, "Fine, we are having our annual banquet of the Minnesota 
soil Conservation District Supervisors. We should like to have 


myourbe Our guest of honor." So i went. This was a terrible blow 


moenenc Leavitt and he never spoke to me again as i recall. 
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I met Dr. Black in Chicago and we went together for talks with 
Charles Hardin. 

From March 20 to 30 we had the Work-Planning Conference of the 
National Cooperative Soil Survey in Mempnis. I explained to the staff 
that I must have all comnittee reports by autumn and I discussed with 
them the autiivie for the revised edition of the Soil Survey Manual. 
Already several had been asked to recast their committee reports 
so that they would fit in fairly well as sections of the Manual. 

From Memphis I went over to Chattanooga and gave a speech to a 
large meeting sponsored by the Department's Production and Marketing 
Administration about the neteneiaien soil resources in the United 


States in relation to farm planning. It went over very well indeed. 


- But of course the PMA was glad to hear anything besides Bennett's stuff. 


In April I had the Food, Soil, and Peoplebooklet just about finished. 
aTPnough UNESCO didn't like the idea much, I insisted that this had 
to be cooperative with FAO. 

Beginning especially in 1949 the Soil Survey had a great many 


foreign visitors: Both Fripiat and d'Horre from INEAC, J. L. Burnotte 
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from the Kivu in the Congo, Saunders from the UK, Raeside from 

New Zealand, and others. A little later I arranged trips for Alex 
Muir, Tom Walsh, Sir William Oge, and ©. H. Edelman. 

In the middle of April I took a short trip out to Ames to talk 
with President Friley of Iowa State College and some of the Board 
members about the open position of Dean of Agriculture. SKoth Br. 
Pierre and Dr. Kildee seemed very anxious for me to come. I just 


could not register a lot of enthusiasm. I was not offered the job. 


It would have been a difficult decision if I had been. 

On the way back I had a visit with Prof. Schultz in Chicago. 
Harly in May I gave a talk as part of a symposium on renewable 
resources sponsored by the United States Chamber of Commerce. They 
published my talk as Prospects of Soil Science. Until I got there 

I didn't realize that Fairfield Osborn was also on the panel, otherwise 
I should have refused to come. Louis Bromfield also spoke but by 

this time he had left the Bennett camp. lHarlier, out of a clear 

sky, Bromfield had written me a personal letter apologizing for some 


of the nonsense he had written. Fortunately Osborn was scheduled to 
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speak before: me. He had a manuscript in his hand, He kept looking 
at it and then around the room; but when he got up to speak he left 
it in his chair. No doubt he had some of his usual nonsense in it and 
didn't want to run any risk. When he spoke he sork of rambled around 
without much to offer. My talk seemed to go over very wellnd we had 
a good question period. Some of the SCS boys were in the audience 
but they didn't say anything. 

What with garden soils, the world food problem, and farm planning 
I made many local talks in the eastern states and in the District of 
Columbia. 

As I look over the correspondence of the last several years 
I realize that Lucille, Robert, aHary Alice, and I spent a lot of 
time in the garden. We had such poor soil that most of it had to 
be reworked for fine plants. We took out hundreds of bushels and 
brought in good woods soil, first from a large vacant and wooded 
lot nearby and later from the lot we had bough’ as an investment. We 


tried a great many things but got the most satisfaction from azaleas 


and a few others. In 1949 we actually won a prize for having made 
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the most improvement of lawn and sardauite Hyattsville. Over the years 
we must have setgo tons, or more, of stone in little terraces to make 
the water soak in. In spare moments I began to outline a book on 
soils for the home gardens using hand tools. 

In May Alex Muir came and staid with us part of the time. I 

was much amused one morning when he came down wearing shorts ready 
for a field trip to New York in late May. I looked at him and was 
about to explain the hazards of insects but 1 didn't get a chance, 

He asked, "This is a free country isn't it?" I could only reply, 

"It certainly is. Anyone can wear what they like and backwards 

if they want to." The boys told me later that poor Sandy's legs 

were just covered with mosquitoes but he never said a word. Also 

he didn't wear his shorts again. 

On the 21st of May I went to Louisville and gave a talk on 

Food, Soil,and People, based on the UNESCO manuscript which was 
essentially completed. when I went to leave someone had put a quart 
Pot bourbon whiskey and a box of whiskey-filled chocolates in my case 


so I just closed it and brought them home, 
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May 2) I went to Harvard for one of Dr. Black's many seminars. 


After the land-use seminar Dr. Black and I were talking in his office. 


He pulled out his watch, looked at it, and said, "The general economics 


seminar meets at 4:00, ten minutes from now, and you are scheduled 
to speak to them on the world food problem." This is the way the 


old boy did. I rushed inbt) another office and used the ten minutes 


to work up a little outline. I hadn't realized until then the 


enormous size of the staff of the Hconomics Department, including 
graduate students. I had a good audience and a nice question period. 
As I recall DeVoto's wife was there. She might have been all right 

but I couldn't endure her husband's writing about soil resources, 

I had been asked to go with McCall and Lambert as a team to 

advise the British Colonial Office about agricultural problems in 
Africa. But it was just out of the question and I was able to get 
Cline to go in my place. He was very grateful for the experience 

and got to love Br. McCall as we all did. They both told me separately 
that Lambert was so arrogant and officious that he nearly spoiled the 


trip for them and created a bad impression of American deans of agriculture. 
BEC a her 
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About June 8 I gave a speech on soil resources and farm 


_ planning to a lively meeting in Savanna, Georgia, of the PMA for 


, the southeastern states. I recall one old boy coming up to me 


and saying, "That was a fine speech. I sure wish 'Ole Huhman!' was 


- 
£7 


here. He woulda liked it." 
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Also in June Dr. Roy W. Simonson came into my office as Assistant 
Chief of the Division. After Baldwin had retired Ableiter took over 
the position of Chief Soil Correlator. He was a bit slow and I had 
to have someone else if I were to continue with my many other interests. 
One day in June someone called from the Mutual Security Administration 
about a visit of an Irish soil scientist to this country. They read 
over the itinerary and asked me about it. It was just terrible for 
: a soil scientist. My caller said, "That's what I thought. Suppose 
we cancel it and I have the boys a= him and bring him out to your 
place for a new one." I agreed. Ina day or two Tom Walsh came in. 
Tom was a big, strapping, black-haired Irishman toward whom I took 
an immediate fancy. After we had fixed up the itinerary, I suggested 
nee he come out to my home on Sunday. He came about 10:00 in the 
morning. He said he could stay only a short time, but ended by staying 
all day. we had a most delightful talk about what could be done in 
Ireland. As it turned out I probably never spent one day more usefully. 
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A little after the middle of June I went out to Ames for a 
seminar in land economics. I spoke to the soils chass on Alaska and 
gave an evening lecture on Farm resources of the United States. On 
the way back I had a conference with Yr. Peirre in Chicago, who 
was temporarily guest lecturer at the University. 


I don't recall when, whether in June or a little later, Efficient 


use of fertilizer was published. Nearly all of the reviews were 
extremely good except one. This one was by a Mr. Brown, Bennett's 
agronomist. He was kind to the text, which was anonymous but complained 
bitterly about the photographs, most of which were mine. Actually 
the photographs were quite good and the FAO boys got a bit upset until 
I explained that was the normal price they would need to pay for 
associating with me. One wonders why people do such things. 

July 5 Lucille and I started for Michigan. The next day she 
left me at Ann Arbor at the university facility I was to stay in as 
a guest. When I walked upstairs I suddenly realized that my ankles 
were extremely ak When I took off my shoes I noticed that the 


_ ankles were badly swollen. I spent the afternoon reading and writing 
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and went to bed early. The next afternoon I gave an address on 
Soil and food. The group was not a large one but very good. Several 
had come down from Hast Lansing for it and I rode up with them. (On 
the 8th I had conferences with several people about the cooperative 
work{and again went over in detail the status of the several unpublished 
Michigan soil surveys. Most of these were done by or under the 
direction of Prof. J. 0. Veatch - what he called "land-type" surveys. 
The base maps were poor and so were the notes. J. 0. and his assistants 
took very few notes. Any land type was what J. 0. said it was when 
he looked at it. A few were soil types, some were phases of soil 
types, and most were undefined complexes or associations. Had the 
work been done consistently and the mapping units described those 
with good base maps could have been published but most were just a mess, 
Dr. Nygard spent quite a het of time trying to figure these out but 
it was nearly useless. 

Lucille came to “ast Lansing July 9, and we had dinner with friends, 


then drove to the Kellogg home in Ionia County. We staid for about 


three days, returned to Hyattsville and then took a holiday for a 


week at Crestmont Inn near Eagles Mere, Pennsylvania in the Poconos, 
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My ankles were still swollen and sore. I started to work there on 

a paper to be given at Amsterdam on Tropical soils.. I was also putting 
the finishing touches on a large paper about the soils of the Belgian 
Congo to be published in three parts in "Soil Science", 

Shortly after returning home I discussed this problem of my 
ankles with the physician. He didn't know the cause but felt that 

it was unrelated to the arthritis in my beck, which was also quite 
painful during that summer. Near the end of July I got my payment 
for the UNESCO blletin. (These people were not good to deal with. 
They had promised me that any translations or other editions would 

be shown to me in advance and translations checked by a person of 

my choice. They did not do this and the British edition was terribly 
mangled. The only translation that was checked by a competent 

person was the Icelandic one. And yet all of these agreements were 
written into the contract.) 

Early in August I had some talks with the people handling the 
Agricultural Conservation Program in PMA about farm planning along 


the lines that Dr. Black, Sherman Johnson, and I were thinking. But 
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we made no significant progress. 

August 17 I went to New York for the long awaited United Nations 
Scientific Conference on the Conservation and Utilization of Resources 
(UNSCUR) at Lake Success. A great many of us staid at the Barbizon 
Plaza Hotel. I worked out a scheme for Ogg and Egelman to leave a 


bit early, travel to lowa, and then be taken by Guy Smith to a 


conference Truog was handling on the mineral nutrition $f plants. 
Clifford Orvedal and I had prepared a paper for it and he presented it. 
The UNSCUR meeting was a bit leisurely with the usual plenary 

and specialized sessions. On the whole it was well organized, much 
better than the one in Geneva in 1963. I recall that at an early 
plenary session Colin Clark made a terrific boner by predicting that 
farm labor would increase relative to city labor. I simply couldn't 
let this pass and challenged him on it. To this writing I could 

never see how this man could keep a professorial position or get any 
large part of his papers reproduced. He must have some secret that 


few others know. 
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Many of the papers were quite good and the discussions were 
handled very well indeed, I had some sood arguments with my friend 
Sir Geoffrey ae of the British Colonial Office and many others. 

A. B. Lewis gave his discredited paper again. It was long, scarcely 
audible, and very ary. 

A delegate from Venezuela told me seriously that his government 
had directed him to get Bonnet (Puerto Rico), Vogt, and Kellogg to 
come down to advise them for a week! 

On Saturddy afternoon (August 20) I took a long walk down Fifth 
Avenue hoping to find some boskstores open but none were. On the 
way back I came upon Secretary Brannon and his wife out window shopping. 
We stopped for quite a long talk. Mrs. Brannon had a remarkable 
memory and always asked about my arthritis. (At that moment it was 

iw 
quite bad.) The Secretary spoke, very uncomplimentary terms about a 
speech Bennett had given at the Conference. I said, "Perhaps you 
know most of that was intended to discredit my own work." "Yes", 
he replied, "I know that. The man is terrible. Does he really know 


a lint 


tl 
anything at all about soils?" I told him, Bennett knows something 
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about erosion but he is unable to relate that to other aspects of 
soil management and practical caaeioal SES Farmers don't farm to 
control erosion. In fact, soil erosion is more a symptom of distress 


iar 
than the cause - an exploited people pass -tker# troubles on to the soil." 


"I'm sick and tired of Bennett and his SCS? Brannon sadd. "But 
you can see my position I hope. He has only a couple of years to go 


and I can't fire him now", 


I went to a play ats Streetcar Named Desire", It was a bit rough. 
On August 23 I gave my paper, Soil survey in relation to soil q 
conservation. It seemed to go quite well. So far as I know during 


MERYXERK many years this remained the authoritative guide for initiating 


soil surveys in underdeveloped countries. To my amazement I was told | 
that even Hugh Remnett spoke well of it. 

On the 25th I presented the paper on The corridor system of 

shifting cultivation written by Jurion and Henry of the INEAC, I | 

| 

had to defend this paper against absurd attacks by the French. 


I attended nearly all the sessions and had conferences and many 


_ dinners with my European friends, I remember one session in particular 
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with a gentleman from Syria in the chair, A delegate from New Zealand 
had advocated brush burning to prepare land for pasture. A delegate 
from some country in West Africa took violent exception and said 

that burning brush would cause only erosion and not help the pasture. 
The chairman looked down at the end of the table at me and said, 
"I see Dr. Kellogg here, Sir, can you explain oie this conflict?" 

I replied,"I think I can if I may ask the speakers a few 
questions." The chairman nodded approval so I asked the delegate 

from New Zealand, "Don't you always use superphosphate immediately 
after burning the brush?" 

"Certainly we do," he replied, “otherwise we wouldn't get 

any grass", 

Then I looked at the delegate from Africa, "Do you apply fertilizer 
after burning?" 

"Of course we don't", he said, "It is far too expensive". 


I addressed the chairman, "There you are, Burning brush in one 
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By the next Sunday, August 28, my back and neck were again 
"very painful. The following day I went to the Education Section, 
) which was pretty bad. 

I wrote Robert a long letter for him to have on the occasion 
of his twenty-first birthday. 

The Conference ended very pleasantly on August 31. In the 
evening the British put on a nice party and the next day I 


returned home. 
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Early in September the paper on the soils of the Congo was 


finished for "Soil Science", I sent it over to Jurion for review 
and criticism. He wrote immediately that he would very much like 

to have this included in the INEAC scientific series. Since INEAC 
had paid all my travel I agreed and made my peace with Firman Bear. 
SN Hack tp fertienree kL 

This turned out to be the most rapid printing and also a better job 
than any by our Government Printer. Jurion sent the manuscript back 
to me for a few corrections. Then I returned it to him and he sent 
the galley proof to me. This I returned to Brussels and soon had 
the page proof. Of course this had to go across the Atlantic again. 
Early in December I hac a few copies of the finished bulletinem An 
exploratory study of soil groups in the Belgian Congo. Miss F. D. 
Duvall went along as junior author since she had done most of the 
laboratory work without knowing one thing about tropical soils. 

Also in September I looked over several candidates for the 
position of leadership in soil survey interpretation Teft by Dr. Barnes. 


It had hoped to have an economist but I was unable to find one interested 


in the work with enough training in basic science to understand and 
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Ps evaluate the available data. 

Sandy Muir left to return to Britain about September 14. He wanted 
to leave his excess dollars with us so that we might sen¥ him books. 
Just as he left New York City for the airport he bought two postal 
money orders for a total of about $130. The money orders came just 
as we were leaving the house. I opened the letter saw what /¢ was 
inside, laid it down somewhere. I think it was the next day that 

I left on a trip and wrote Sandy that I had received the money. When 
x returned I asked Lucille about the money orders and we simply 
couldn't find them anywhere. I wrote Sandy and asked him to- tell 

me every detail he could remember. He had thrown away the receipts 
but happily remembered the exact postal station where he bought them 
and the time of day. So 1 wrote to the postmaster at that station 
and explained what had happened. Luckily he believed me and sent 

us the money. 

Although I liked Sandy very much I could see that he was going 
to fail with the British Soil Survey. He and Ogg took the extreme 


position that the soil survey was wholly a scientific affair and 
ay 
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ok no responsibility whatever for any kind of interpretation, 

His published soil surveys were highly technical reports on soil 
morphology and genesis. They contained essentially nothing for 
farmers, foresters, gardeners, or engineers. My phan for his visit 
in the United States included some of our best men in interpretation 
but it didn't do any oxeat What a wonderful opportunity was missed, 
About September 18 I joined Director Lewis of the Texas 

State Experiment Station and others to look over a tract of land 
near Waco that was being turned over from war use to the Station. 
Director Lewis had been receptive to the idea of pilot-research 
farms. I encouraged him and was anxious to see the plan given a 

good trial. But his staff was chilly to lukewarm and finally nothing 
worthwhile was attempted. 

I went on from “aco to Riverside, California for conferences 

at the Salinity Laboratory. Dr. Hayward was ill and L. A. Richards 
was acting for him. They wanted one of our soil scientists stationed 
there to work with them on the practical aspects of interpreting 


data in irrigation project areas. They had got a bit crossed up 
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With Ray Roberts. I told Richards frankly that they had unfairly 
expected Ray to know as much about the tiny sector of soil science 
they were working in as they did. Ray had a much broader area to 
cover. He sensed their attitude, and simply kept quiet. I agreed 
to send them W. G. Harper provided they were willing to accept him 
on an equal basis. I said to Richards, "If you boys get uppity with 
Harper he'll tear the place down. So make up your mind." Harper 
came later and the telationships were excellent right up to his 
retirement. Actually, witnin the first two weeks after his arrival 
he saved them great embarrassment by getting an originally favorable 
report of an area reversed before final release, 

At the end of the first week in Uctober I attended a sort of 
"far out" conference of the "Post War World Council" which was 

held at the headquarters of the American Philosophical Society of 
Philadelphia, The interest was stimlated by the Point Four program 
of the Department of State. Among those present were Stringfellow Barr, 
——_ Harris, Harlow Shapley, Norman Thomas, James P. Warburg, and 


the like. The Department had hesitated a bit about whether I should go, 
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The conference was perfectly harmless tut way up in the air. It was 
very difficult to get their attention for the elementary details of 
agricultural development, which is essential to economic development 
4 

in the poor countries. ‘rese spoke the vague language of UNHSCO. 

Now I was pushing pretty hard on the Alaska bulletin and several 
speeches. 

The Soil Science Society meetings were held in Milwaukee 
Ocotber 2-25, That year the Society put on a special program 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Soil Survey. We spent 
quite a bit of time on a draft constitution for the International 
Society to be reconstituted the next summer. I talked about inviting 
the Congress to the United “tates in 195 and the Society was willing 
that this be done. (Later the Department of State also approved 
but I was doubtful that our European x4 would have the money to 
come.) As usual I spent mach of my time in private conferences about 
the cooperative work. I gave a paper on the special program - 


Future of the Soil Survey. dust before leaving I had another conference 


With J. 0. Veatch about the old Michigan soil surveys. He promised 
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six of them by Christmas but, of course, they didn't come. He lead 

his bosses at Michigan State and me down the garden path on these. 

He wanted to stay on the payroll. To do that he had to promise to get 

these surveys done but I am sure he had no intention of doing so. 
teat 

October 29 I took the bus to Madison. I talked with,the Dean 

and Muckinhirn and tried to dissuade Muckinhirn from going into the 

Dean's office. For some time Truog had planned on him as his successor 

as Head of the Department of Soils. In fact Truog was very much 

eritatda: with Muckinhirn and I was too. Possibly Muckinhirn 5S that 

he didn't have the physique. Perhaps he was over anxious to be an 

administrator. But he went to the Yean's office and over the years 

became more and more provincial. It was such a pity. In the 

beginning he showed a greatdeal of talent but he lacked eustained 

ambition or something to develop his talents. 

October 311 left for the Mayo Clinic where I stayed until 

November 6. I spent most of my time waiting in line. The first 


day I was in the clinic from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with about 


thirty minutes of medical consultation. I asked to have my glasses 
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adjusted and they broke shee so again I had to wire home for new 
lens. The brace shop was to fix up a new brace but somehow they 
couldn't get at it for two days. In fact this time I thoroughly 
hated the place before I left and I paid $120 for the priveleges of 
waiting in line. 

Sometime in November J. W. McKericher retired. I don't think 
he really wanted to but Allanson talked him into it and I certainly 
encouraged him. Mac had been of enormous help to me up until 

19:5 and arter that he deteriorated so much that I couldn't depend 
on him at — 

From time to time I began to realize that the FBI, USDA, and 
Civil Service investigators were looking into my "security". President 
Truman had begun this kind of thing in the wrong way and then a 
House Committee under various irresponsible chairmen and a Senate 
Committee under McCarthy, carried this business to great extremes. 
The more ardent leaders, including J. Parnell Thomas, Nixon, and 
. McCarthy were using this method to harass the intellectuals. I 


can't recall now of a singlg @ommunist who was exposed although 
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several came to the Comnittee, poe rcacat their Communist connections, 

and were cleansed. This was a terrible period, especially for members 
of the foreign service overseas who reported the truth, which,was not 

consistent with the prejudices of the extreme right. 

T never took this business too seriously and can't recall the 
order of all the events. Henry Allanson told me in the summer of 199 
that the clearance for my passport was very slow in coming for the 
trip to New Zealand. I don't know how many times I explained to 
various investigators the circumstances under which I was ordered 
to make the speech in New York City in 19)3 that was sponsoréd by 
the Science Committee of the American-Soviet Friendship Society. 

This whole investigation procedure was doubly ridiculous because 
I was obviously accepted by three other principal agencies to help 
them with problems of a far more sensitive nature than anything dealt 
with by the Department of Agriculture or the agricultural program of 
the Mutual Security Administration. The congressional committees 
called up Harlow Shapley and some of the others of us who had gone 


to Moscow in 1945, byt fortunately not me. This extremism made a 
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lot of people talk in whispers and made recruitment difficult. 

At the worst time only a small percentage of graduates from Harvard 
and some of the other good schools would consider a position in the 
government, 

A large factor in the situation was the enormous rise of science, 
especially in the military program. Politicians didn't understand 

it and basically resented the fact that they had to depend on scientists. 
The heart of the problem was best portrayed in a cartoon by Herblock,. 
It showed J. Parnell Thomas, Nixon and others sitting around a table 
with Thomas pounding the table and saying, "What I want to know is 
who gave those secrets to the scientists in the first place," 

I never let all of this worry me too much for the obvious reason 
that no incriminating facts could possibly be found. Yet it was 
uncomfortable to know that some men equally innocent had been framed 
and the stories of the accusations got the front pages while those 

of their complete lack of guilt got the inside pages. At the same 


time the Soviet magazines were calling me a "tool of American 
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Early in December I went to Little Rock, Arkansas and gave 


a speech on soil resources, Afterward I was "carried" in a car 

to the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and spoke to 

interested students about soil science as a career. On December 

9 I took two fnce sections of the Junior soils course and 

talked to each on tropical soils. That evening I went with the 

students to an Alpha Zeta banquet. The Assistant Dean, Dr. Hudson, 

took me down to Ft. Smith the next morning to get the plane east, 

It was ate because of fog, so I gave it up and got the train to 
Memphis. This was a dreary ride through Arkansas. Most of the 
cleared land was now growing broomsedge but here and there, at about 
mile intervals, I saw green fields. These belonged to farmers 
that had somehow learned to use lime despite the University. Up 

_ till this time the so-called soils leader (Bartholomew) at the 

University claimed there was no need for lime in Arkansas. What a 
stupid fellow he wast (when he had refused to cooperate with the 

Agricultural Conservation Program, I agreed with them that I could 


go myself to Arkansas to train their people. Once the University 
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learned this, they began to help.) The train arrived in Memphis during 
a pouring rain and I went to the Peabody Hotel. 

The next day I flew to Knoxville and spent two days with Moon, 
Bass, and the others of TVA, mainly about fertilizer policy and a 
revised statement of the agricultural objectives of TVA. We also 
had long discussions about the "special farms" within the test- 
demonstration group on which I hoped that at last we could get 
some real good records. 

When I returned to Washington some of the nice blue bulletins 
on the Soils of the Congo were waiting fur me. 

Earl Fowler retired in December and arrangements were made for 
Dr. Guy Smith to come in early in January. 

ror some time Lucille and I had been making our plans for a 
big trip to Hurope to include the Congress at Amsterdam, Ireland, 
Bere ecigiianl Grance) britain, and Iceland. Years ago Lucille 
had taken out an $1,000 endowment life insurance policy which came 
due in September. This was earmarked exclusively for her use on 


this trip. We also realized the need for a will of some sort. 
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I had seen many scientists with both smaller and larger libraries 
than mine fail to make provisions for them so that after their deaths 
the collections were broken up and lost. The Department of Agriculture 
Library couldn't accept collections to be kept together, so I was 

told at least. Cornell seemed to me to be the best place because of 
the first-class young men already there. Also they gave no honorary 
degrees op anyone for anything. It was about Christmas 199 that I 
began negotiations with them that resulted in a will providing that 
Cornell would have all of my scientific, technical, and agricultural 
books, bulletins, notebooks, papers and maps, wherever situated, 
provided the collection was maintained as a unit to be available 

to resident and visiting scholars, 

I spent a bit of time after Christmas on draft-policy memos 

to send to TVA, and speeches, but concentrated mainly on the draft 


of the Soil Survey Manual and the Alaska bulletin. 
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Beginning early in September I devoted all of the time I could 


until leaving for Europe, June 24, in developing a good first draft 
of the Soil Survey Manual. Without Dottie, who was a remarkable 
secretary, I wouldn't have made it. I dictated quite a bit of it 
at honp evenings and weekends on discs. Dottie had a special 
helper to transcribe these. She often came herself on Saturdays 
and had other days off when I was away. About half of it was 
reworked from the committee reports or rough drafts by others and 
afpit seé-half from my own notes. I reworked nearly all of the 
rough first drafts myself in enough copies to send a fair second 
draft of each section to the staff members best informed on each 


subject. This became a pretty steady grind for many months ahead. 


CEK (1950) 388. 
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1950. About the turn of the year I sent my paper on Tropical soils 


to Edelman for advanced printing. I was a bit rushed to be sure to 
complete the Alaska bulletin and the first draft of the Manual before 
going to Europe. I loved Iver Nygard but not his procrastination 
about getting his raaterial to me. Iver was brought up on the 
Swedish syntax and backed into every paragraph like a mule into a 
thorn bush. His observations were accurate but his descriptions 

ae them had to be reworked or perhfjas it would be better to say, 
translated. Kerly in the year I sent him an order that he was 

not to do anything else but get this material to me. 

I left Washington the afternoon of January 5, reached 

Miami, Florida the next morning and gave a lecture on Soil for 

world food production to the American National Livestock Association. 
For the most part they were having quite a holiday with side trips 
to Cuba. I left directly after my speech and arrived home the 

next morning. 

January 15 to 21 I spent in Knoxville with emphasis on the 


"special study" farms and nutrition. We also had a join’ conference 
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Most of our time however was taken up with a special nutrition 
conference attended by Dr. Maynard and Dr. Beeson as well as many 
local people. I also spent a little while with Dr. William Ligon 
who was then principal soil correlator and having quite a bit of 
trouble with some of the SCS boys, especially a one-eyed man by the 
name of Glen Fuller. He had worked in the same area with Moon and 
me waany years ago in Michigan. His work was very poor and the 
Michigan people asked the Bureau of Soils not to return him to the 
state. But they praised Moon. A little later he was eased out of 
the Soil Survey and when Bennett started his Soil Hrosion Service Fuller 
was just about out of a job. He was extremely loyal to Bennett, who 
put him in charge of "erosion surveys" for a while. But he had to 
take him out of that. Instead of firing him Bennett gave him this 
job in the regional office under Buie. Apparently Buie was told to 
be kind to him. 

Fuller had neither ability nor integrity as a soil scientist. 


- Somehow he had learned about the letter from Michigan and cordially 
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hated Joe Mom as long as he lived. He did everything he could 

to embarrass him. Any SCS man found cooperating with Moon knew 

that he would be in serious trouble. He ignored Buie and Hockensmith 
and went directly to Bennett. He would sign agreements in the field 
and see that they were violated.y When Dr. Simonson became principal 
soil correlator for the southern states he transferred his hatred 

of Moon to Simonson. And the same thing happened to Dr. Ligon when 
he took over from Simonson. Of course, actually Fuller was a 

weak man without principle or ambition doing SHG knew Bennett 
would enjoy. This placed the good state soil scientists that SCS 

had in a very bad position. Fortunately or unfortuantely, depending 
on one's point of view, there weren't many good ones in the south 

at the time, perhaps three or four. 

During the remainder of January I concentrated on the Manual 
and the Alaska bulletin. Some arransemers did have to be made for 
the Amsterdam Congress. The Department recommended and the State 
Department appointed a 17-man official delegation with myself as 


chairman and Bradfield of Cornell as vice chairman, Hugh Bennett, 
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Emil Truog, and W. H. Pierre were appointed but failed to attend. 

In February a bad situation developed in Kentucky. The SCS 

had somehow sold the Governor's office the idea that their "soil 
conservation surveys" could be used to guide rural tax assessments, 
which was ridiculous. Their surveys at that time dealt mainly with 
erosion hazard and the mapping units were in no way homogeneous in 
potential productivity. The University of Kentucky had not been 
sufficiently agressive in the work and got quite well squeezed out. 
Happily, the so-called research director of the State Board 
sponsoring the appraisal program came to see me. I explainéd 

the principles involved in land appraisal and why the SCS maps would 
be practically useless as objectively as I knew how. This shook 
him quite a bit. Gradually the scheme died. 

At the request of the "Scientific American" I wrote for them an 
article on Soil which they featured in their July issue-for.1950. 


This seemed to go well and they were still selling reprints of it 


7, ee CEK (1950) -391- 


eee is ty Sere byl’ mbes 


. 


at Fo. oiritnred or foe Et 


CHK (1950) ~392— 


Mostly in February Dottie and I were "bashing it out", to use 
Dr. Ignatieff's favorite expression, on the Alaska bulletin and 

the Manual. 

The last day of February I met with Dr. Black's land-use seminar 
at Harvard and then took part in another seminar.dealing with the 
problems of the North Carolina Piedmont. After a group dinner at 

the Faculty Club several of us went back to the seminar for a 

session on program coordination and centralization versus decentralization. 
The next day I had more talks with Ur. Black gles agricultural 
adjustment and then left for Concord, New Hampshire to talk about 
soil tests at a meeting of the ACP folks. Many of them tried to 

get me to say that there were not really necessary for guiding lime 
applications, which I would not do. The next morning I returned 

to Cambridge, spent the afternoon and evening with Dr. Black and 
some of his students, and took the night train for Washington. 

Dean Longwell of Missouri had urged me to come there and make 


a speech at their farmer's week for my expenses and an honorarium. 


Se 


> =< ae eae oo ees 
33 TE See ee ee 
¢ . = Sete ~ = 


A == 


he 


wo BOSS. (GAGE) ae 


er | 


shir OF -tm FE widesd" eae V haw oa lereuy Right tes Meee 


RY 


all 9 


iy rig of fir + ba) on a A rps } atti eit] Baey IAD oe Powe? “ey tS Leis ? 

Vipirie Etyebrel eticef! cat asi fo 1D eee Ge eee ee 

Of Wire ae ise, tsa tese sot ‘| vec yxoot qe feat 

2h TERA Soy & eee Jnoobed: anita) théxoe a oe 

z= 

4.40% sentiwe ec! of Wom) toew ev To. Leveven dek> Ree 

Wes  Leidwsoce: bbevev nolteallathuss bos sori eatbred Mews ae 

ae ; ~ 
Pespriiorees duods 4 Wo ee iGiw Sb Som a I ee eee 6uT 7 

Gktonm jifad os. sy iieger: 1 qo ono se! Fiat awit bag wd 


a 


Ww heic? for.) To SRM? .esoinala = » utliteun os 36 eae? 


i) ee 


Lie 7 
Gell oofo ing so Piveacoet) glice: com e7ex Steud cser ese OF Te 


r 


berrige?  aitiret Iee@ edt. .ob Jon iftev Tt det (eno cee 
: . af 


bok Hoey awl id Ba aeijhev bee menmtst ys on Jase eat be 


Aes or Sie "oT niew Sdair aut sect ara ,ervohwe ehrte 


7 


plier tint mere eee ob: 


wo Barn: gon Devovels Yo fSemaiod ated’ 


CEK (1950) -393—— 


Since I had to be in St. Louis anyway for the Work-Planning Conference 
of the National Cooperative Soil Survey, I went a bit early and got 

to Columbia the evening of March 8, A whole series of conferences 

had been arranged. In the forenoon I gave my speech on Our soil 
resources: Their use and limitations. Albrecht was then Head of 

the Department of Soils and had been furiously writing a great deal 
of nonsense about the direct effects x liming on food quality. 

I recall commenting on this in the speech and pointing out that if 

a diet were made up from crops grown on the best soils in Missouri 
and a comparable one on the poorest soil, the first would _be somewhat 
more nutritious. But by adding or subtracting a quart of mil a 

day the small difference would be overwhelmed. Prof. M. F. Miller 
and the others were highly amused. It is very difficult to understand 
how M. F. Miller, whom everyone respected, and the others at the 
University let this quack stay on as Head of the Department of Soils. 
He wrote bulletins and hundreds of papers for all sorts of curious 


publications based on 1) animal experiments. He gave no idea of his 
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experimental errors but by giving him the benefit of the doubt the 
men at Cornell Laboratory analyzed them according to the experimental 
errors of the best experts with animals, Only one had statistical 
Significance, That one was repeated by the Laboratory in cooperation 
with the North Carolina Experiment Station with opposite results, 

We had a good session at lunch but the afternoon program could 


well have been shorter and funnier, 


In the evening we had a conference on "Balanced farming" which 
was Missouri! 


s alternative to the soil conservation districts run 
by the SCS, 

The next day, March 10, I was shown around the laboratories 
and the long-time experimental plots at"Sanford Field/ At luncheon 
I discovered I was to talk to the staff about Australia and New Zealand 
and then in the afternoon to give a lecture on tropical soils, 


The next day, March 11, Dr. D. D. Brown of the Economics 


Department took me down to Osage County to see farms in a "balanced 


farming ring", fiy back was just killing me but T had a good supply 
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of aspirin.) Two of the local extension people were out with us, 

I had some fun with the boys. They told me, "Now you just go ahead 
and ask these farmers whatever you want." It was raining most of 
the time so the interviews were in the homes and looking out the 
windows. I pee laivad one or two mistakes in the first farm plan and 
the farmer agreed. But on the whole his books looked good. Finally 
f asked him, "Did the ACP payments help?" 

"Help", he exclaimed, "I couldn't have done a thing without 
them" The boys didn't like this one. 

At the next farm we had a similar experience. I asked this 
farmer, "Who is your local committeeman?" With a little prompting 
from his wife he could tell me. Then I asked him, "Did you vote for 
Him in the last election?" 

"No", he replied, "I don't bother to vote in these committee 
elections", 

I scolded him for this, and said, "Both the University and the 


Department of Agriculture insist that these are demorratic programs. 
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Stow can they be if men like you don't even bother to vote?" Before 
we left he promised me that he would vote in the next election. 

Some aspects of this program were better than the SCS program 
and some were not so good. The field layouts were poorer. In fact 
"Balanced Farming" wasn't a very good club that Missouri had to beat 
SCS over the head. (This fight between SCS and the University 
continued for nearly 15 years more.) 

The next day was Sunday and Shrader drove me to St. Louis for 
the Soil.Survey Work-Planning Conference. 

(Instead of giving one speech I gave several at the University 
of Missouri, all on annual leave time. Not a word was said about 
expenses. So later I wrote to Dean Longwell and sent him a list 
of them with a reference to his letter to me. After a long delay 
he sent me the expenses but not an honorarium, Needless to say 


there were no return engagements. ) 
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The Work-Planning Conference of the National Cooperative Soil 


Survey began March 13 and ran until tne 18th. 

First of all, I had some problems that I had run into in developing 
the draft we the Soil Survey Manual that I wanted the committees to 
work on; and we spent part of the time on emerging problems of soil 
classification. I already had in the back of my mind that once we 

got the Manual out of the way we should make a serious re-examination 
of the whole system of soil classification. Actually we had two 
systems - one for the great soil groups and one for the soil series, 
The two had never really been meshed together. 

I also spent a little time, mostly wasted, reviewing House Bill 
6900 which proposed a broad comprehensive survey of our land resources, 
beginning with the primary control network, then topographic surveys, 
and finally the basic resource surveys with special emphasis on 

soil surveys and geological surveys. (The support for this bill 
became confused partly because of the muddying of the water by the 


SCS "soil sonservation surveys," and it failed of passage.) 
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Near the end of the first day the discussion turned toward the 


re-interpretation of the best of the old soil surveys where the maps 
were good. Not many people have wanted to discuss this important 
problem. We did not have money in the Soil Survey to republish 

the texts arid the State Experiment Stations would not go to the 
trouble of preparing small updating pamphlets, 

Professor Krusokopf of Missouri was there. He was always 
complaining. In one mood he insisted that the maps needed to be 
more te eeal and in another mood that the Soil Survey was a scientific 
activity that should not be concerned with such practical things as 
crop yields, water control, and farm planning. This evening he was 
in the second mood and said, "Very few soil maps can be used for detailed 
planning of a farm." Ray Roberts was there and he felt that we 
should get back to the old one-inch-to-the-mile maps and not worry 
about farm planning. Weeks of Kentucky, and later of TVA, said he 
felt that the Soil Survey should not aim at accommodating the farmer 
but only to give fundamental information about soils to those who 


do work with farmers, Then James Thorp also argued that the soil 
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classification and soil maps should be simple end deal basically 

with the internal soil characteristics, leaving the more superficial 
characteristics that are essentially observed to those actually 
engaged in farm planning, 

Since this conversation took place late in the afternoon I did 
not answer them, The next morning I did answer them in considerable 
detail. I reviewed how I happened to get interested in soil survey 
work in the first place, which was mainly to help farmers and others 
select soils for use and then to help them discover the most effective 
management systems. I even reviewed the attacks I had been under 
from the two extremes: (1) Those who wanted some kind of "pure- 
science" soil survey that would not be contaminated with the difficult 
problems of phase definitions and of interpretations, and (2) those 
who said they wanted only a "practical map to use baat all of the 
fol-de-rol of soil profiles, Podzols, Chernozems, and the like." [I 
paei ned that those soil survey organizations that had gone along 
either of these extreme lines had utterly failed, If soil surveys 


are not based on firm science they cannot be interpreted. I they 
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are not interpreted for use, the funds dry up. very administrator, 


and congressman who supports funds for our work, does so on the 


ecaaetion that it will aid more effective land use. Izesked the 
boys, "What do you suppose we talk about across the tables in the 
Bureau of the Budget or in the Congress?" 

I pressed them pretty herd and explained that at any time I 
felt that the Soil Survey didn't have as its aim improvement in 
farm planning and in guiding forestry, range, and engineering I 
should be one of the first to go to the Congress and recommeng that 


the appropriations be ¢ancelled and that the money be used for 


lat ' 
yw 
something ,that would help get a better fit between the soil pattern 


and the use and mangement of the soils.\ 

I then asked if there were any questions about our policy. There 

were none and we went aaead in the normal way with the business at hand, 

We then went ahead with discussion and decisions on several soil 
ay EL 

phases, textwmal groups, and other definitions and classes that 


found their way into the Manual. 
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In the afternoon of the 18th of March I went to Texas A, and M, 


My original purpose had been to make an address on the Collere's 


"great issues" procram sponsored by Sigma Xi on Soil and world food 
set en ek kor beer atch 


production, Knowledge of this program had reached the National 
Sigma Xi office and they asked me to be an outside examiner of the 


College because of their request for a Sigma Xi chapter. This 


turned out to be a difficult job since I had to get the teaching 


load, time for research, degrees, equipment, and library facilities 


of the staff in each science department, 


I recall that two of the old department heads didn't much like 


this idea. The Head of Biology just about refused so I said, "All 
right I'll just put on this form furnished by Sigma Xi that you 

| refuse to give me the information. I'm not asking for a chapter, 
You don't have to make your peace with me but with your colleagues 
here." This prospect didn't delight the old boy and he gave me the 
material, which showed that his men had almost ho time for research, 


The old boy in physics showed me their X-ray setup in clay 


} 
miner§logy. I asked him about a new book in the field and whether 
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they had it. He didn't know. But a young graduate student said, 
"I'll go and see." His professor said to me, "You don't mean now 
do you?" I replied that I couldn't think of a better time. The old 
boy was much relieved when the student returned with the book all 
edpeniy classifieds 

It is curious how such things get around on a campus but I 
heard both of these stories agkin li years later. 

I had a conference with the President and explained a few of the 
weak Pieter and had his assurance that they would be corrected. I 
turned in the forms with these explanations. Eventually they got 
a chapter at Texas A. and M. 

As usual I had two or three lectures, one to the PMA folks and 
a seminar in economics together with discussions about our Soil 
Survey work and a final lecture on tropical soils, 

I cam home by air March 2h. 

proud beturned home I found a telegram from the UN offering 
me something like $20,000 a year to head an economic and country= 


planning mission in Afghanistan. Fortunately my guardian angel 
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gave me enough modesty to turn this down on the basis that I was not 
an economist. The UN people insisted that they had looked into 

my record and thought I was emminently qualified but I insisted 

on turning it down, not entirely from modesty but because of my 
schedule on the Manwal and my plans for Europe. 

How lucky I was, In the Congressional Record for March 30, 1950, 
Senator McCarithy denounced Owen Lattimore as a Commnist Agent, who 
had done great harm to the American foreign policy. He claimed that 
the State Department had sent him as head of a mission to Afghanistan 
In a later session there is included a letter of April 10 
from Dr. “vans, of the Library of Congress, saying that Afghanistan 
had asked the United Nations for a mission on technical assistance 
and economic development in December, 1919. The personnel for 
the mission was selected by the UN and paid for by the UN, 

Barly in 1950, Federal-state-local relations in agriculture by 
Dr. John D. Black was published by the National Planning Association 
(46 pp. Washington. February, 1950). This pamphlet gives excellent 


analyses of the various bills introduced in the Congress and other 
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other proposals for agricultural reorganization, including those of 

IVA, the land-grant colleges, and the Hoover Commission. He makes 

clear how bad the Hope Bill really would have made things. I was 

glad then for the many hours I had spent on the various drafts, 

In April I concentrated on the Alaska bulletin and the soil 
Survey Manual with not too many interruptions. 

Some time in 1950, I think about April, FAO distributed to 
member countries a direct reproduction in large format éf Conflicting 
doctrines about soils, which had been published in 1948 in the 
"Scientific Monthly". Major Ignatieff told me an interesting story 
about how this cane about. FAO had requests for something to 
counteract the vicious propaganda on organic gardening and that sort 
of thing. Richard Bradfield and Ted Crowther agreed to prepare 
such a bulletin jointly with Bradfield doing the first draft, I 
never did see it but he postponed the job until the last minute and 
holed up in a motel and wrote it out while tke rest of the family 
did their sightseeing on a vacation trip. This he sent out to 


Crowther who took violent exception to it in a long letter to Bradfield, 
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at can understand this if he made half as many mistakes in that as 
he did in the awful fertilizer bulletin he wrote some three years 
earlier. bractifif wouldn't answer Crowther, nor would Crowther 
do anything: more. So the plan could not move. Anyway FAO gave up 
and the editor there said, "This piedée of Kellogg's is just what 
we want and it wont cost us anything." 

In May Professor G. W. Robinsin died suddenly. His first wife 
had died sometime before he went to New Zealand and he remarried 
een the end of 1949. I was hoping very much to see him and the 
new wife in Amsterdam. 

Harly in May the Alaska bulletin went to the printer. I was 
certainly giad to get that out of the way and so was br. Nygard. 

Dr. Black and I spent four days together with the TVA people 
beginning May 19. We were trying to get them to recapture the spirit 
of the Act and become something more than a bundle of functional 
groups for combined resource development. Some of the points of 


emphasis to the Board were: 
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Shouldn't the industrial side get coordinate emphasis with farming? 
How can TVA be re-dedicated to combined resourse use? 

We need to search for the limiting factors in the relations 

between natural resources and the cultural pattern, 

We stressed a broader basis of cooperation with the USDA, 

Army Engineers, Bureau of Mines, and so on. 

We emphasized the need for sreater effort among low income 

people, which would require industrial jobs as well as agriculture, 
We emphasized the opportunity with pilot-research farms to 

discover entirely new combinations of enterprizes. - 

We thought well of the unit-test demonstration farms but the 
records needed to be kept more accurately to give quantitative results. 


We thought that greater effort should be made to project the 


fertilizer program on a truly national basis. 


Following the Board meeting on Saturday, Dr. Black and I had 
dinner with Mr. George Gant and Mr. Gordon Clapp. The following 
Sunday Dr. Black and I talked out a presentation to the Board on 


Monday. 
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After the Board meeting Monday we had some more talk with the 


staff and [returned to Washington, 

While I had been in Knoxville Dr. Simonson had begun work with 

the President's Water Policy Committee. Altogether he was able to 

get a good statement in that report on the Soil Survey. 

On May 25 I had the pleasant experience of receiving the 
Department's Distinguished Service Award with Gold Medal. The 

citation emphasized my analysis of world food potentials and opportunities. 
Barly in June Mr. George Gant, General Manager of TVA spent nearly 
all day with me. He had been authorized by the Board to offer me 

a position to be in charge of all the natural resources work and 
regional planning. TVA would be reorganized into three operating 

units - engineering (construction), power, and natural resources 

and regional planning. JIexplained to him that I wanted to be a 

soil scientist, not a full-time administrator, I explained to 

him that I had great commitments both nationally and internationally 


as a soil scientist. He said, "You've made one reputation as a soil 


=, 
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scientist. Why not make another as an administrator? Don't answer 
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me now. Fulfill your commitments in Europe this summer, Take 

time to think it over and let me know in the autumn. But if you 
don't come I shall leave," 

This was a rough decision. The Salary was as high as one could 
have ina nonpolitical government position. But I thought of all 

of my commitments and of the men in the Soil Survey who had staid 
with me during the bad days. I tthought of FAO and the international 
opportunities in soil science to meet the food needs of people. I 
thought of the big job of attracting vigorous men to TVA against the 
probability of a reactionary administration in the White House in 

two years. So I wrote out a careful letter turning the opportunity 
down and mailed it to Gant just before I left for Europe. (And 

_ when I returned he had gone. ) I corresponded with Dr. Black about 
the matter before I mailed the letter and he strongly agreed with 

my decision, 

Now Dottie and 1 were working furiously on the draft of the 
Manual. Besides my own staff leaders who would get copies to criticize, 
ietaryore to about 30 other soil scientists in this country and in other 


countries explaining that I should like their criticisms. Those who 
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Pose whe azreed to do it were to weceive copies. By about the 20th 
of June it was all in good second or third draft. Dottie was to cut 
stencils on legal-sized paper and get the copies out for review as 
soon as possible. As I recall, that was about the middle or end 

of July. 

About this time Robert Kellogg graduated from the University 

of Maryland with honors. He hoped to be accepted at Harvard (which 
he was) as a Ph. D. candidate in English. Robert had a job at common 
labor Het Ene Plant Industry Station for the summer and Mary Alice wobrked 
there also as a typist. So the youngsters were preparéd to take 

care of the house and garden while Lucille and I were in Europe. 
(They did a good job, even got a prize from the city for the garden, 
and Robert wrote that his sister was a "terrific" housekeeper and 
cook. 

Lucille and I left Washington on June 2, When we got to New 
York we found that the schedule of our plane to Europe had been 
changed so that we didn't get in the air for Shannon until just 


after 10:00 p.m. We arrived in Shannon early in the morning June 25 
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"and were met by one of Tom sl boys, Luke Mannion. we learned 
that the United States was in war in Korea. About one-half of the 
passengers on our plane simply waited for the next plane back to 
New York. But Luke piled our baggage into his car and we started on 
a field trip to Galway at 8:00 a.m. 

The detailed itinerary and observations on this journey to 
western Bee. in detail in the European Journal, 1950, and | 
also brief summaries for each country were published by "Commercial 

E 

| Fertilizer" ° 
: We had a very good time in Ireland despite the rain but Dr. Tom 
Walsh didn't give me much time to explore the wanderings of Stephen 
BREA oioom in-Duviin; but I did gota Look at’ 30 ecles Street, 


Tom Walsh just about squeezed me dry for suggestions on his 


soil research program. Indi tion I had a most interestins conference 


with Mr. Dillon, Minister of Agriculture. We had a big argument over 
omy strong recommendation for subsidies to get farmers to add much 
more phosphatic fertilizer. He said to me, "I am sure that when our 


farmers see the results of Dr. Walsh's research they will buy the 
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fertilizer; but a crofter and his boy can't move a two-ton boulder; 
for that they must have a machine." But I Said, "Mr. Minister, if 
the crofter doubles his production on poor stony soil he will still 
have very little. With adequate fertilizer, especially phosphates 
_ you can raise plenty of pig feed in Jreland." And so it went. But 
I found out later that the old boy was playing Devil's Advocate. He 
went cotati ipfeh that afternoon and his government put forward 
the very subsidy program I had urged. 

Late July 2 we went to London, where I got a bit of food 
poisoning and then on to Lisbon. We spent most of our time there 
in interesting field trips. The people were very poor and wages 


were very low by western European standards to say nothing about 


the United States, Wl Lad tint 250 Hw Pree recs Pog of Calories), Lee Pe, 
tere Lett frciacc®D of ee ee a Zee) “ 
Lac hBich tHe” peer 


Sa 
We left Lisbon, by train, about noon July 9, crossed the 


Spanish frontier in the evening, and the French frontier about noon 
the next day. Georges Aubert met us in Paris a little before 
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France but most of the time I was kept very busy at the American 


imbassy, and especially at the office of the Economic Cooperation 


Administration (ECA), the successor of the Mutual Security 


Administration or Point Four, 


The Americans were offering technical assistance and other aid 


to their European allies, including their African territories, They 


were anxious for me to straighten out misunderstandings in Brussels 


where I was to go a week later. Also we discussed a joint study 


of laterite in Africa to be financed by the Americans, JI suggested 


L. T. Alexander for leader and this was actually carried out in 1951. 


ECA later gave us some money for laboratory work and some subsequent 


data from the Congo were included, 


in 19th, 


Carl Ferguson had been a highly satisfactory staff man on soils 


The final bulletin was printed 


but Texas A. and M. would not extend his leave so I had to recommend 
- = 


Some one else,_ While I was working on this list in the hotel, Lucille 


said, "Could Arthur Nelson do this work?" So I put his name down 


Originally we had thought to take a few days holiday in southern 
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eeu third after two men that were quite likely to turn it down. 
Thus Art had a nice tour in Europe under somewhat better conditions 
than he had earlier as a sergeant in General Patch's Army. 

I also spent some time with Aubert and others at the Office de 
la Recherche Scientifique Otre-ller. 

July 1) was Bastille Day. It rained all ites morning but in the 
afternoon we went with Prof. and Mme Aubert to Chantilly where we 
visited Aubert's father and mother and some of their children. The 
next = Saturday, was Wiser holiday and we visited Barbizon, 


-Fontainbleau, and Mulin. In the evening the Arc de Triomphe and 


the Place de la Concorde were illuminated for the holiday and there 


was dancing in the streets. The following day was Sunday and we 
visited St. Germain and Montmartre. 

July 19 we went to Brussels and were met by Jurion. I called 
on Moran of ECA at our Embassy and explained to him my discussions 
in Paris. Then I went to the INEAC and talked over the projects with 
Jurion and his staff. The trouble was with the somewhat stupid man, 


Englebeen, who insisted on talking English very badly. It was 
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obvious that he and Moran had been unable to communicate. Moran 
was a lawyer and the scientific terms meant mkaikwukoekx absolutely 
nothing to him so I spent the evening with Moran until nearly 
midnight going over each project in detail and explaining its 
relationship to the general program of INEAC and to ECA policy. 

The next day we all got together in Jurion's office and everything 
was settled without much trouble. Here I was able to get provision 
for research in geomorphology in advance of the soil survey , 
something I had not been able to do in the United States. (But 
With the real good results in the Congo as an example, I got 

this work initiated in our Soil Survey in 1953.) 

After lunch Jurion explained the financing and organization 

of the Soil Survey and other soil research in Belgium. Three 
universities were involved - Louvain, Gembloux, and Ghent. Under 
Father Baeyens, there was always trouble but now they had a new 
_man who worked with people better - Professor René Tavernier 


of Ghent. I would see him at the Congress in Holland. Jurion, 
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LeBrun, de Leenheer (soil chemist at Ghent) showed me an exhibit of 
soil maps and soil research, From this exhibit I gathered that 

things weren't done very well. Apparently the soils were examined 

and described by a regular grid and soil samples were taken arbitrarily 
according to the hectares of each kind mapped. Samples of crops 

were taken from contrasting soils in the same fields under the same 
management to get productivity ratings. I explained that this 
wouldn't do at all. Each kind of soil had its own alternative 
combination of practices for best results, including crop adaptability, 
timing of oS Neal and so on. By having contrasting kinds of so_ils 
in the same field, one kind or the other would be handled improperly. 
They hac overemphasized geomorphology to the neglect of soil 
characteristics. I hated to be so critical among friends vt the 

work wasn't too good. (I learned afterwards that reports of the 
conference got to Tavernier in Holland before I did.) 

Jurion told me that the Belgian Government had finally given 


approval for him to invite the International Society of Soil Science 
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. Be raed to help with the financing. Now I was sure that I would not 
put forward the invitation from the United States. Most of our 
people in the embassies had told me that they doubted many Europeans 
would have the dollars to come in 1951. (We all underestimated the 
effects that the Marshall Plan would have on recovery in western 
Europe, ) 

The next day, July 21, was a national holiday in Belgium and the 
Jurions took us to their farm in the country near Mons for a holiday. 
July 22 we left brussels for Amsterdam and none too soon. King 
Leopold III had just returned to Brussels and it looked like a riot. 
That evening we had a preliminary chat with Edelman about plans for 


the Congress, 


The Congress went well and is fully covered in the European 


Journal, 1950. 


July 31 I went with Norman Taylor to the American Consulate 
for a United States visa. We had a good deal of trouble about 
Normans's trip to the United States. His government had refused 


permission on the basis of too few dollars. But I immediately 
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wrote to them that we would furnish the dollars. In Amsterdam we felt 

that he would receive permission. Later when we sot to Harpenden 

I was disgusted to find that they still objected. Sandy Muir said, 

"You've got to learn that you can't push around these sovereign 

governments." When I got back to the United States I called the 

New Zealand Embassy and found that the Minister of Science was crossing 

the United States and would be staying in a hotel in New York. So 

I wrote him another letter, The lines were courteous but not the 

material between the lines. He went on to London, visited Norman 

and got the ruling changed. Then they gave him money for the trip. 

So he had this money and that that I had arranged for. Like Aubert 

he had about 400 left over - which he left with us for his future use, 
Beginning August 2 we started the well-planned field trips in 

Holland. After that I knew how a soil sample must feel going through 

a laboratory. Our Dutch guides had whistles and stopwatches to keep 

everybody on time. Ona detailed trip of this sort one is enormously 

impressed with what the Dutch have made out of a little poor soil, 


abundant water, and a lot of sweat. If all farmers in the world 
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Miia as well there would be no world food problem. 

August 12 Lucille went ahead to Harpenden for visits in britain 
and the next day I started the field trip in Belgium. 

Not until I got to Holland was I told about the financial troubles 
of the Belgian Soil Survey. It seems that IRSEA had decided to abandon 
it as of July 1. Jurion had encouraged them to go ahead for the 

next quarter. He told them that I would be there and that I could 


give them an appraisal, after which they would perhaps be in a better 


° 


position to decide, 

One of the most interesting things that I saw in Belgitm this 

trip was the area of "rounded fields", The soil was naturally a hit 

ill drained and fields were small. For centuries these were spaded, 
beginning in the center and workimg to the outside. This left low 
ditches around each field that had the Shape of a low mound, 

August 1) at the conclusion of the field trip Tavernier took me 

to Brussels and I had a meeting with part of the Board of IRSIA ee 


Prof, van Straelen and the Director, Dr. Henri, We went over the 
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suggestions including one for Prof, Tavernier to spend some time 

with us in the United States in the autumn. I had been well 

impressed with him. He was weak in amerkenkkx agriculture and in 

soil morphology. (It didn't take him long to overcome these 
weakensses.) The Board approved the plan and actually increased the 
budget. 

In the afternoon I took the plane to London and joined Lucille 

in Harpenden chez Muir. I was on the edge of exhaustion end cancelled 

a proposed trip to Scotland for at least one day of rest, 

August 22 I went into London, called at the American Embassy 

and attended a conference about the proposed ECA projects in Africa 

at the Ministry of Colonies. The big trouble was that the administrators 
in the Colonial Office wanted only to get Americans to fill positions. 

I explained, gently at first and very firmly later, that I would 

oppose sending any American unless there was a competent opposite 

number and a junior staff to be trained. They told me they had 

opposite numbers and I asked for the names. In effect, the administrators 


suddenly became dignified and informed me that I was dealing with a 
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sovereign government that could be trusted. Mr. Clay saw my point 
but kept reminding me of his title - Agricultural Advisor (sic) to 

His Majesty's Minister of Colonies, While in Britain I had other 
conferences with ow people at the Embassy and insisted on this 
position. Yet shortly after my return in the autumn the same projects 
were forwarded to Washington. I was again brought into the discussion 
and insisted on names of opposite numbers and junior staff. These | 
were furnished in only two or three iuvabegt and thank heaven ECA 

_ backed me up. No one was sent to the other places. 

Since some of the people in Washington were keen to make a soil 
survey in Wiji, I had recommended instead to the Minister of Colonies 
that it should be done by New Zealand, At the suggestion of Mr. Clay 
I went over to the headquarters of the aerial photographic service, 
The work was fine except for the paper. I called Mr. Clay and 
explained that if they could not aang ad paper, 

needed in wet-dry areas, they could get it through ECA I felt sure. 
(On two more occasions I had to object to this idea of Americans going 


to Fiji. Norman Taylor's group finally made the soil survey.) 
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While at Harpenden Dr. Ligon wrote about more trouble caused by 
one-eyed Fuller. I felt sorry for him but couldn't do much else, 
August 28 we went in to London to get our plane for Iceland, 
We had called in advance and somebody had lied to us because it wasn't 
due for another day. We got a room in the Scarsdale Hotel near the 
Kensington Air Station. The next day I found that a chartered 
flight was going to Iceland but that the bureaucratic British 
authorities wouldn't let them take passengers. This really made me 
angry. I called the Embassy and told them to tell these bureaucrats 
that if we didn't get on that plane they would get no more-help from 
me. It took an hour for the permission to come through and then 
we had to go to another air station. But we did get out and arrived 
in Reykjavik about 11:00 p.m. Dr. Bjorn Johannesson met us and 
took us to the Hotel Borg. , 
We had fine field trips in Iceland, Perhaps the most dramatic 
was the plan for growing bananas commercially under glass. They 


had found a variety- C“hinensis, growing in a british botanical 


museum that responded to the long days. The houses were heated with 
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naturak hot springs so it didn't cost any more for tropical temperature. 
With the Icelanders and the people at our Embassy I worked out 

a scheme for the first soil survey in Iceland. They were to send a 
student trainee to the United States for about 6 to 8 months. He 

and Dr. Nygard would go to Iceland in early summer to initiate 

detailed soil surveys in several typical spots and make a general 

soil map of the country. (Actually this would have worked out very : 
well except that Dr. Nygard died before his report was done. This 
was partly procrastination but mainly because the laboratory work was 
not completed, HCA was generous and brought Bjorn to the United 
States and we helped him with the report, especially Orvedal. This 
was published in 1960. 

I sketched out a report covering all soil research and land 
development for the Minister of Agriculture, Mr. H. Jonasson. This 
was typed later and sent to him and to ECA, The Minister had it put 
in the farmer's magazine for Iceland. 

September l: we had lunch with the President of Iceland and 


Mrs. Sveinn Bjornsson at their farm called "Bessastadar! We had a 
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“ook around the farm. They arranged for us to have a visit later 
at the workshop of Einar Jonsson, a famous Icelandic sculptor. The 
last minute we were also civen some special blood serum of sheep by 
Dr. Sigurdsson to take to the Rockefeller Institute, 

After dinner Bjorn took us to the Keflavik airport and we were 
finally away just before midnight. 

We arrived home in Hyattsville September 5 about lunchtime. 

When I got to my office I found that, the drafts of the Manual 
had begun to come in. I also had to prepare an official report on 
the Congress in Amsterdam (included in the European Journal, 1950). 

For the first time since the London Congress Bill Pierre agreed 
to make a foreign trip, this one to Uruguay for the World Bank, 

I found that Webb, state soil scientist for SCS in Mississippi 
had signed an agreement for a joint soil survey and proceeded to 
violate it at once with Fuller's backing. The same thing happened 
in a county in North Carolina, Ralph Cummings was a young man then, 
recently appointed as Head of the Agronomy Department. He was 


carrying water on both shoulders and thought he could use his 
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influence with Parker and Salter to "cet me straightened out". On 
very few occasions have I ever talked so mean to a young man as I did 
to him. It was too bad about Ralph. He matured a bit slowly. He 
had to leave North Carolina and went first, Itelieve, to Peru and 
later to India for Rockefeller where he did a first-class job. 
I spent an interesting couple of days on a visit to Lawrenceville, 
Tennessee. Hub array was with us then. I was met in Nashville 
by Moon, Ligon, Odum, and AlIGway and we drove to Lawrence County. 
Seskiot all day September 25 with people from the PMA, Extension, 
TVA, and so on. The soil survey was being used hive by a local 
organization for more effective county and farm planning. After 
lunch I spoke to the group and encouraged them all I could, 

Jes 
With the help of Ray Heinen and others I fixed up a leaflet made 
up of a large folded printed sheet called, Sound land classification 
rests on soil surveys, In the center of a big sheet was a 
reproduction of a part of a soil map and it was surrounded by six 


interpretive maps, in color, all derived from the soil map, including 


one with the SCS Capability groupings. This turned out very well and 
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made the relationship of the basic soil survey much clearer than long 
texts. When we got this finished and sent it forward for printing 
I was amusec no end to find that the job was sent for printing to 
the SCS cartographic division. I can't recall now whether it came 
out at the end of 1950 or early in 1951. 

Karly in October I started the laborious job of making the 
final draft of the Soil Survey Manual, most of it on my dining room 
table. After the visit in Europe I realized that the soil physicists 
had completely misled us in their definitions of drainage of the 
soil. They en something like this: "In a well-drained -soil the 
excess water not held in the capillaries passes rapidly through the 
soil whereas little water moves through a poorly-drained soil", This 
would make the soils 6f the desert poorly drained and the hilly bog 
soils of Ireland no Seotland well drained. Irealized that we 
needed to define a concept of "soil drainage" in terms of the degree 
of water-logeing. I could find relatively few data for giving 
quantitative definitions to the seven classes that were needed in at 


_ least some soils. 
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This was put into the Manual de novo without field testing. A 


few soil scientists have expressed some dissatisfaction with the 
scheme but no one has suggested a substitute. This certainly was 

a vast improvement. 

Instead of having a glossary I decided to use Special type in 
the index for the pace numbers where (definitions were siven. I 
recall going through 5 of the mimeographed copies of the draft, 

Some drafts had many Suggestions; others only a few; but all were 
helpful. With any slight change in a fefinition the manuscript 

had to be searched for every place the word was used to te sure there 
were no errors. What a job! I spent every moment that I coukd on 


this manuscript and on dictating the European Journal 1950, / 
aise! eperineltsicthardnintatent en! Ana 


I attended the Soil Science Society meetings in Cincinnati 
between October 31 and November 3, TI presented a report to the 
Society on the Congress based on my longer report to the Department | 
of State, 

Tavernier, Norman Taylor, and Focan were all hore in October, 


In fact we had both Taylor and Tavernier as house guests for a while. 
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‘This complicated work on the Manual but we had a good time. Every 


day was Christmas, Again that year we had many foreign visitors 


including Elliot of New Zealand, Felix Richard, J. B. Watson, and 


several others, Taylor and Tavernier were on field trips much of 


the time and left a few days before Christmas. The only speech 


I can recall of that period was one on Garden Soils to the National 


Capitol Garden Club of Washington. 


I concentrated very much on the Manual, I wanted this well 
indexed so I Started to prepare it from the manuscript by dictating 


words and phrases as I came to them on cards that were numbered 


consecutively. It was an enormous stack. These were put together 


alphabetically so I could make a draft of the index. I dontt 
know about other people but in this process I made some errors by 


using slightly different phrases for the Same concept. Incorrect 


cards were adjusted and they were put back again in the order of 


their numbers, ready for the page proof. I was finally able to turn 


. the manuscript over to the editors for printing about the middle of 


December, 
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Since this routine of working nights and weekends on my 


dining room table was well established, and tolerated by Lucille 
(Robert was at Harvard and Mary Alice was living at nee fe Delt 
House in College Park), I pulled out the partly done manuscript on 
garden soils and went after it. The biggest job on this was 

working out the soil requirements for the principal plants grown 

in gardens in the area from about Raleigh, North Carolina to 

Lincoln, Nebraska, to Madison, Wisconsin, and over to Portdand, Maine. 


1950 closed with the half-completed book on earden soils on 


my dining room table. 
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pace ee 


In Januaty I got cought up a bit on my other work at the office 
that had i neglected while completing the Manual and worked 

steadily at home on the garden book. Mary Aliee helped me by typing 
the manuscript. 

As the year began there was a good deal of speculation about who 
Bennett's successor would be. Bennett himself was pushing very 

hard for Edward Graham an emotional ecologist completely lacking 

ia in administrative acumen, Farm magazines were predicting a soil 
scientist. Some predicted Salter for this job and some predicted that 
he would be research administrator and that Kellocg would sncceed 
Bennett. This latter would really have put the cat with the pigeons 
Since Bennett, Norton, and some of the others in the SUS Washington 
office had spent a large part of their time in explaining ay responsibility 
for everything that went wrong. (This view was not shared by the 
younger men.) It gradually became clear to me that Salter would 

bee babily be chosen providing Secretary Brannon could face the political 


‘pressure of the men in the National Association of Soil Conservation 


Districts whom Bennett had made. This didn't look too good because 
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he had already extended Bennett a year beyond mandatory retirement 
at 70. The decision had been taken to move the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) to Rome and they moved 
early in 1951. Several of us had been worried about this from the 
very beginning. At the Quebec Conference I had urged for a site to 
be chosen in northwestern Europe instead of Washington. It seemed 
clear that if the UN headquarters were in the United States, Italy 
would be bound to exert pressure for FAO to take over the remains 
of the old International Agricultural Institute. This would be a 
bad location because FAO would fave available nearby almost no 
first-class professional people as compared to Washington or to some 
Kuropean city in the northwest, such as Copenhagen, Amsterdam, 
Brussels, or London. If such a site had been chosen in the first 
place no move would have been necessary. 

wth 

m February,I went to Des Moines, Iowa to take part in the 


National “arm Institute sponsored by the "Des Moines Register". As 


I recall I spoke on the role of scientists in helping the newly-developed i] 


countries achieve agricultural abundance. I had an evening session 


_ with Jim Row of "Successful Farming" and agreed with him on a ! 
| 


F 7 


wet thx : § SOY Aa . oe a 


h 
7 
i 
‘a ' ; ae i‘ 
ie a | ; cere ri t . vy ty 
a AMON LI Ca. yore lw, DIO EGS “SReY ae ee Tees Vee Vi 
ali - Phen 
Lie : 
Wat | : : y ts i 
t : w - “ : ‘ 7 { ‘ ate 
eh ertritt [tyes Pere brie bo pei, OR? SOF Hes Bas ant niogo sap 
f Ww | P| 5 1 - “i " < 
2) } i 
By) |, ; ; f - if ’ 
em. | u’ogend One omor of DOSE) 26 tee Off 2i wily To. gece 
' ¥ o 
{ 


ser Sr Bis,.3 t HhELEVOF Nese 4S ap to ceveret® [CL ae 


Of 9 iC ery i goNeye int) Sedem Swe! wittciaed ¥ 


+ J - P ‘ 2 2 E - : a - - Wa 
EHOP <r a PIAS j ; { GF SUOTAR nis dmew an. 96 eee 
> 


rae are Sai a4 7 ‘ + iy A ; 
God | eed et, nbd bt oad uf ease eigen gakel Ml end ae 
i > me 


Al 


po Gur YSve Aet ad TOR Glueeeto wake’ @>0.° ieee 


te Cw { P { ‘ & tte id nee ti ee , « _— - 7 
fe Ga 1A IO gm we AS ab Ste bX ‘ Ass = £63 = weg Pe ot Ae le art. 


a 


a 
< 
’ 
tr 
> 
~ 
t 
-~ 
—_ 
a 
A 
fy 
4 
» 


ced “mas ioe 
ojo A to Maw tel m! prasiyoe sé alyjope ae iseetom eee 
gPISP RREAGG:T BS) Nie ge SORION ie fu We 


CWE ate rk adgsodo ned Bed Ste icazn T Ate *xe. hit 
OVesagt ae, Awe gk Haney Ande oat 

Be, 4 

yet GL epey soind ad own Lainie, aon ot a hia an 


a ai Bible center, Sal” sie 1 Seine sbi asia. £ 


-é 


eal bolt tut 
. ae eogimmsk 20. es 


n 


CEK (1951) -W31- 


popular paper dealing with the problem of the poor farms. After 
the Des Moines meeting I went to Ames with Pierre and some of his 
staff and had conferences about the cooperative work. 
a 

This March we decided not to have the usual Work-Planning Conference. 
We were expecting galley proof on the Manual and didn't expect to make 
many changes in it anyway. 

We got the laterite study set up for Africa with Dr. Alexander 
heading the mission. 

On March 3 we sent the manuscript for the garden book to 
Macmillan for their review and comment. By now it had a name - 
Qur garden soils. They spent quite a lot of time checking with one 
or two readers and calculating costs. We had a bit of correspondence 
for two or three months about tables and so on. 

The day after the manuscript left, Dr. E. M. (Ted) Crowther of 
Rothamsted came to pay us a visit for nearly three months, He 
staid at our house during the first of his visit and at the end in 


the middle of May. We enjoyed him enormously partly because of his 


excellent taste and his excellent sense of humor, 
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v 
During the winter of 1950-1951, as 1 recall, during a chat 


with Dr. Byron T, Shaw, Assistant Administrator of tesearch, he 
complained almost bitterly about the lack of recognition of the 
Agricultural Research Administration. He said, "People know about 
the Bureau of Plant Industry, the Bureau of Animal Industry, and 

the other research bureaus, but who ever heard of the ARA?"- At 

the time I thought he was in a moment of pique about something. 
Later it was clear that he was planning then to do away with the 
bureaus, primarily to make people deal with the office of the 
Research Administrator. 

February 15, 1951, Secretary Brannon signed memorandum 1273 on 
Coordination of the Department's Agricultural Resources Conservation 
Services. This defined the relationships among the Production and 
Marketing Administration, the Soil Conservation Service, and the 
Forest Service. It had been sweat over a good deal. It also 
provided for consolidated state and county offices. ‘The Soil 
Conservation Service was given technical responsibility "for all 


ua 


technical phases of the permanent type of soil conservation work, 
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“except forestry" undertaken by either SCS or PMA. Other provisions 
were spelled out more carefully than heretofore. 

Later I learned that at the same time Shaw proposed to include 
a scheme that would have eliminated the research bureaus. But it was 
. Bae esed.. This idea, however, awaited a new and less able Secretary 
of Agriculture and led to one of the worst mistakes and resultant 


eras of confusion in the history of United States agricultural research, 
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| L. R. Schoenmann had asked me to give the principal lecture 

at the meeting of the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts, and Letters 
being held at Michigan State. I got there the day of the lecture, 
March 23, I had luncheon with a group of economists and in the 
afternoon gave my lecture on Scientists creating opportunities for 
world abundance, (This was later reworked a bit and published in 

the "Journal of Politics" of that year as Opportunities for world 
abundance, ) 

On April , Robert was married to Joan Montgomery. It was a 
Simple ceremony with only Joan's parents, her sister and brother-in-law, 
and Lucille present. We both felt that Robert had made an 
excellent choice. Joan was working as a chemist at Sylvania and 
he continued his graduate study at Harvard. 

The galley proof for the Manual started coming back in April. 


While I was working on that Dr. Salter suggested that the authorship 


— ee ee ee 


Should be changed from my name to "Soil Survey Staff", He said, 


"This change might lead to better acceptance of it within the 


Department even though it might lower its authority outside the 
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Department", At first this irritated me a good deal. Yet I was 
pretty sure than that he was going to SCS and he thought that they 
would accept it better. To make matters worse Parker spoke to me 
about it a few days later and said, "It is a pity that SCS, and especially 
Bennett, has so little confidence in your judgment." Now, of course, 
Bennett had no lack of confidence in my judement. Instead he was 
revengeful acainst me because I had opposed the transfer of soil 
research to SCS over the years, especially between 1936 and 19112, 
Unhappily one can't do much about these things but had I agreed neitner ; 
Salter not Parker would have had their opportunities. Had I-compromised 
with Bennett, he would not have treated me any better and my friends i 
would have deserted me. 

I talked about this suggestion with several people in confidence 


and none of them agreed with it. But since the question had been 
AASAOVLA Py 
raised I,decidéed to go ahead with the change. As it turned out 


wy VS 


practically everyone knew who had designed it and written it and 
probably the formal authorship never mattered, 


In April I prepared a first draft of a proposed unified soil 
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eid she L eape, dondlay: Rpalgse 
Charles E. Kellogg, Chier, Division of Soil Survey 


Now that I am reading the galley proof of the revised Soil 
Survey Manual, it is a good time to summarize its development. 


_ Tn 19h7 I began definitely to gather the material together for 
 +@ new edition. Prévious to that, for 10 years, I had established 
Committees of the staff to prepare new or revised statements of 
various aspects of research involved in soil surveys, including 
‘the basic morphology, classification 9 mapping, publication, and 
interpretation. None of these individual statements were acceptable 
as first written, and I had the staff rework most of them several 
‘times. Other highly qualified soil sci entists outside of the 
Division were asked to review the statements and comment on then, 
‘including State soil survey leaders and soil survey leaders in 
other countries, vik baal 


After 19l2, SCS was invited to send representatives to our Soil 
Survey Work-Plamning Conferences. Mr. Hockensmith attended and 
‘took, part in the discussions, Later, one representative from each 
Land~Grant College region took part. 


In 19,7 I made a thorough review of the materials of the Conferences 
as well as the world literature on the subject in order to identify 
any important gaps for which staff committees might be established, 
and to guide my ow reading and research. TI also made a tentative 
outline of the new edition to which several members of the Beltsville 
staff reacted. After some revision, it was sent to all the senior 
staff and some State scientists for their reaction and was decided 
upon definitely April 20, 198. Most of the previous committee . 
reports did not fit into this or any other orderly outline; therefore 9 


- would be more useful to me in preparing the Manual. ‘These statements 
covered somewhat less than half of the outline. a few of them were 

directly usable, but not Many. in” A DRSOE 
| ‘In the autumn of 1919, about Novenber » I had all other’ work cleared 
_ @way aswell as possible in order to concentrate on the writing. 

_ Since the demands on my office are exceedingly great, most of the. 
_ Writing had to be done at home, either in rough outline and. 
_ redictated in the office, or dictated into & recording machine, 
_ My home schedule was rearranged to permit me to work on this all 

_ the Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays that I was in town, between 
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tevisions of drafts were done in the gene 
“until the beginning of June 1950, 
leted and revised, from one ‘4 three fh iftuets 
and make n ‘Thus in June 1950, 1 
s tevined * dame 1 ad so a overt ashe or 


hy ” , ren 


% Binds’ *i a t# ‘be away ‘for ‘apoud il or sp” weeks Pantie ¢ the ‘sumer, 
_ Bhese drafts were roughly edited by the editorial office and 

2 my,office. In August, about h5 copies of the 

a al were. wa ioute G 1 ela ‘experts in soil 
urvey em went to the senior staff 
: Sf tie Division set Legh of thee 5 arr acientists in’ State soil 
 garvey in foreign soil sur ; oPGanizations, One 
to, the. other, soils division of the Bureau and one to the 

cal S “ +. hO of these were returned. ‘Most of then 
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mua.and, especially to discuss then with inforned people in 


_ ‘Bestern Europe as.well.as with bd aga soil. scientists attending 
the Amsterdan conference and excursions. — 


after my ey to ouhae Of the misied ant ae in, ake toes of 1950, 
One Bae | pe this el ehed Le tans n the spring. 
@ first week in, Nov rm most of the b silckbstt ok had rte 

dand several shaptera. rather drastic: lly revised and ~*~ 
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mplete just before Christmas and turned over to 
lal office of the B reau for final editing and marking. 
b00k somewhat more time than we had anticipated, partly because 

darge, amount of retyping that was necessary, alt of which I 
to ch ly.As I recall now, it went to 
7 muary oF arly part, of Mareh. It is 
long the manuscript was that went 

ipa, a great deal of it. will de. put in fine type, 
work 


beun, 48 site of around 500 pages, 
‘one sritten by ine and ASA shed 


A Feviaian 0 the 
by the. @mt in nee ‘the final manuscript was 
’ panes iat ie 5, a of course carried my name as the author, 
with full credit to all staff mexbers and other scientists outside 
f the Division who had nate substantial contributions, 
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On Friday afternoon, “April 6 » While discussing another matter on 
the telephone, Dr. Salter, Chief of the Bureau, suggested that it 


that perhaps this would lead to better acceptance of it within the 
Department, even though it might lower its authoritativeness ~~ 
Obviously, this came as quite a shock, 


During the early part of the next week, I discussed the matter 
confidentially with several people intimately familiar with the 
work. They did not have a similar view, nor did I, The matter 
was discussed briefly again with Dr. Salter April 13; and he 

insisted on the point of view previously expressed, _ 


From the conversatioris, I got the definite impression, perhaps 
incorrectly, that the idea had been suggested to Dr. Salter by 
_ Someone else. At least, in a conversation with Dr. Parker a few 
_ days later on another matter, he said that " 

_ especially Bennett, had so little confidence in my (Kellogg's) 

_ judgment"! Now, of course, Bennett has no "lack of confidence 

_ in my judgmmt;* he is revengeful against me wholly because T 
Opposed the transfer of soil research to the SCS in the years 


_ After thinking the matter over two or three days, I decided that 

_ since the question had been raised, it would probably be better 

_ to remove my name as author and substitute "Soil Survey Staff." 

I simply could not allow a situation to arise in which the welfare 

of the Soil Survey Bight be jeopardized by implications, no matter | 
_ how unfair, of vanity and stubbornness on my part. . 

_ ‘Thus,.as I have the galley proof before me now, it is going back 

to the printer as if written by the Soil Survey | 


‘sur 1izations and from those 
in foreign countries. Of course » revision is also necessary of 


. Incividual sen AD, i to more or less 
personal ideas and experiences. ‘Since Tt had been careful to cive 
credit for new ideas to other menbers of the staff and other 
scientists, the manuscript as it now appears does not indicate _ 
that I elther wrote it or in’ any way contributed to it} Although 
the fact that I have written it will be obvious to persons 
familiar with my other publications. ; 


‘ cek :dmb | niment Go , . 


would be better for the Sot? Surve Menual to appear anonymously 
from the Soil Survey staff rather ton 


it was a pity S¢5, °° ~ 
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Survey in the Department of Agriculture partly to be ready for the 
conferences that seemed inevitable and that might come on short notice, 
This did not necessarily involve many transfers of people or funds 
among agencies, 

Thorp, who was principal soil correlator for the Great Plains 
states, asked for leave of absence to accept a professorship at 
Harlhan College. He wanted the best of two possible worlds - a 
professorship at Harlham and full Civil service retirement. TI had 
to tell him that I couldn't possibly leave that job open so he staid 
a while longer, 

Early in May I learned that R, M. Salter was definitely to become 
Chief of the Soil Conservation Service on July 1, next. I had suspected 


this for several months, beginning especially with the confidential 


conversation with Secretary Brannon on Fifth Avenue, New York, 


during Saturday morning, August 20, 1919. The solution he sought 
could not easily have been effected in any other way than by the 


appointment of Salter as soon as it became possible. Heinen and I 


4 
i 
¥ 4 
1 ) 
- 
’ ‘ b 
af 7 nt: 
’ i t ? nl Vite pe ; 
iT i ‘ 
. 
> ti ma iee Si 
: ‘ 
‘ ve : we ) 
’ " bd 4 
} 4 aa 
x “s] asi Ti ye 
. \e ; ' 
{> \ 
* 
{ i 
4 ' > 
we | , 4 fei aut 
ie ge 2S s of 2S 
ps 


j LA 
~~ ay os oe ge . 
i reisertoe exh ved. ake Nr 
a 
an 
; , 

ne. (0rd mult tia py Pesos 
’ 

| 

i 


pear iy «oh JEniy athaeadg 


Dee Aen sOUaSy LPT. QO Orie ue 


el aan iibes Oe, 


2C RGN 


et 


“ni, io) So 


ie ¢ } 


) ‘ee ae iewes 
Pra] ha Ri ae quis Te 


o 
Liyscesoud 60 Sie 
o 


+? Pe. in Os 


is Be ry 


. Au , 7 
oui team (Loner ee) us 


2 Hi 


24 Yodblgé er dal 


CEK (1951) -35- 


did our best to see to it that Salter's speeches and the other 
announcements of the Bureau would strengthen the conviction that 
this sould be done. So it didn't come as a surprise. 

John McAuley told me that Salter was anxious to see my own grade 
changed to fat! hei valent of the Assistant Chiefs of the Bureau 
before he left, on the basis of scientific leadership. I prepared 
drafts for this purpose over the weekend and gave them to McAuley 
Monday, May 21. Over the weekend I had also put into second draft 
a statement of why the Department should have one unified soil 
survey organization and why it sould be within the ARA. Copies 

] 
of this draft were sent to Salter, Barnes, and Parker on Tuesday, 
May 22. That same day I had a long conference with Dr. Salter and 


he explained in more detail the arrangements for him to be Chief of 


SCS beginning July 1, next, and that he expected to take Mr. Heinen 


and Dr. Omar Kelley with him. During the previous months Dr. Salter 
s 
and I had had many conferenced about what should be done in SCS, and 


I found that he had already taken up some of these with the Secretary 
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: Bend had | ae g One of them was that this propaganda deluge 
should stop. Another was that a committee of distinguished agriculturists 
from various walks of life should be established as an advisery 
committee to the Chief of tne SCS and to the Secretary. This all 
looked very good for the future of soils work, and I strongly urged 
br. Salter, probably against my own immediate interests, not to make 
any sudden moves in the SCS on the three critical matters that 
concerned me most: The soil survey program, TVA relations, and the 
soil research program. Dr. Salter suspeéted that there were few 
men on the SCS staff in Washington with competence and integrity. 
At the same time the SCS men lacked courage, and we both felt that 
they would not do anything to make trouble. There were some rood 
men in the field, and he thought he would gain their confidence by 
moving slowly rather than rapidly. 

One very disturbing feature of my conference with Dr. Salter on 
Tuesday, May 22, was his statement that no decision might be made | 


about the Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricultural 
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Engineering for several months. It seemed that Byron Shaw, Deputy 


Research Administrator, was very uncertain about his own position. 
Carcbord 

If Dr. Geert, the Administrator, should retire in 6 or 7 months, it 
seemed doubtful that the Secretary would appoint Shaw. Shaw wanted 
to keep this Bardan position open so that if he didn't like the 
Administrator that was appointed, he could take the job as Chief 
of the BPISAE. 

The more I thought about that last point, the less I liked it. 
The Bureau elendy had some very difficult prima donnas, especially 
Turner and Parker, and several months with a weak, uneertain-acting 
chief could be enough to get the Bureau in a mess. Obviously Dr. Cullinan 
was not qualified because of his lack of general education and 
inability to reach a decision. Others in the Assistant Chief grade 
were all specialists with the exception of Dr. Moseman, who was very 
young. The next day IT had a private conversation about this matter 
with Dr. Moseman, and he shared my great concern. Here we were 


trying to establish some Bureawoprojects across division lines, 


This requires a strong Chief, especially to deal with the prima 
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domnas. Also, if Pr. Salter made the kind of reorganization in SCS 
that would be best for effective work, the ARA, and above all this 
Bureau would need to reorganize its research work in ways to give 
the maximum help to the conservation program - I hoped a cooperative 
program among SCS, PMA, and Extension. This could not pe done except 
by a strong nand, I therefore came to the firm conclusion that 
Dr. Moseman shoulc be appointed Chief of the Bureau despite his youth 
immediately after Salter left. 
I knew that Dr. Cardon was leaving for Rome on Friday, May 25, 
so I called him at his home Wednesday evening, May 23, and told 
him that I was disturbed about this situation. I was amazed to find 
that he didn't know that a definite date had been set for Dr. Salter's 
transfer to SCS, I couldn't imagine why Shaw had not informed him. 
He also knew nothing of this scheme of Shaw's to leave the chiefship | 
vacant. Of course, I can see why Shaw didn't inform him of that, and 
was glad he didn't. I then made the definite recommendation about 
Moseman. Of course, Dr. Cardon didn't commit hinself and shouldn't 


, have, but he did say that it was a very good suggestion. He agreed 
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on the others not being qualified. He said he was sorry that 
Moseman didn't have two or three more years behind him and I said 
I was too, but we were dealing with a real situation and not with 
the ideal, 

Thursday, May 2h, I had further brief talks on this matter with 
McAuley and Moseman and pointed out to McAuley that Cardon was leaving 
Friday, and he agreed to get Cardon's approval of my own papers before 
Cardon sot off to Rome, since that micht hold them up for several weeks. 

ieeieg the afternoon of May 24, I had a conference with Dr. McCall 
about this matter of the Chiefship. So far as I can tell, hé 
agreed with me completely, and as I left he said, "I think I had 
better call Dr. Cardon tonight too before he leaves for Rome," 

In the morning of May 2h, I had a talk with Dr. Parker who was 
“obviously fishing" and keeping his cards very, very tight to his 
vest (assuming he had some cards), Then he made a most interesting 
Suggestion: He said that the chief soil man was leaving TVA. (Of 
course I had known this for weeks and had L&X#KARAXAXKKREX ENA 


KURA WX RAG HR KARE XNARN XK UAXWSKEX AXGRALY EK already made recommendations 
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to TVA for a successor.) He wanted to propose that the Bureau 
Cooperate MaXAXZTAKEY¥ with TVA more closely in the fertility field. 
I took occasion to point out that it had been embarrassing and 
humiliating to me for 15 years that the Bureau hadn't done that, as 
we had done it in the Soil Survey so successfully. I pointed out that 
only a year aco I had been able to make a proposition to his man 


Jacop that TVA would make available a pilot plant and laboratory 


‘ 
me a oe a tt 


space at the Shoals, with no strings tied to his research program 


and without service charge. Instead of weleoming this opportunity, 


Jacop had simply gotten mad. (Of course, Jacob's relationship to 
industry is well known.) 

Parker said: "Well, you are talking about fertilizer technology; 
let's confine our attention to the soil management phase." TI said: 
"All right. If you and Bob Parks have some ideas, get them 

My together and send Bob over to talk with me, and I will write a letter 
to Mr. Moon." I couldn't resist pointing out that that would save 


time, since Mr. Moon would write to me about it anyway. I never 
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Journal Memoranda 


Because of several developments that may have far-reaching 
consequences, I am jotting down the principal points while 
they are fresh in mind. 


About Wednesday, May 16, I learned from John McAuley that 

R. M. Salter was definitely to become Chief of the Soil Conservation 
Service. I had suspected this for several months, beginning 
especially with a confidential, private conversation with 

Secretary Brannan on Fifth Avenue, New York, during Saturday 
morning, August 20, 199. The previous day H. H. Bennett had 

given an address before the UN conference on natural resources, 
about one-half of which was devoted to criticism of my work, 
although he did not mention my name. The Secretary had understood 
this and he commented to me bitterly and with considerable invective 
of his complete lack of confidence in Bennett and his organization. 
The solution he sought could not easily be effected in any other 
way than by the appointment of Salter as soon as it became possible. 
I did my best to see to it that Salter's speeches and the other 
announcements of the Bureau would strengthen the conviction that 
this should be done. So it didn't come as a surprise. 


McAuley told me also that Salter was very anxious to see my own 
grade changed to that equivalent of the Assistant Chiefs of the 
Bureau before he left, on the basis of scientific leadership. I 
prepared drafts for this purpose over the weekend and gave them 

to McAuley Monday, May 21. Over the weekend T had also put -into 
second draft a statement of why the Department should have one 
unified soil survey organization and why it should be within the 
ARA. Copies of this draft were sent to Salter, Barnes, and Parker 
on Tuesday, May 22. That same dy I hada long conferjmce with 
Dr. Salter and he explained in more detail the arrangements for 
him to be Chief of SCS beginning July 1, next, and that he expected 
to take Mr. Heinen and Mr. Kelley with him. During the previous 
months Dr. Salter and IT had had many conferences about what should 
be done in SCS, and I found that he had already taken up some 

of these with the Secretary and had agreement. One of them was 
that this propaganda deluge should stop. Another was that a 
committee of distinguished agriculturists from various walks of 
life should be established as an advisory committee to the Chief 
of the SCS and to the Secretary. This all looked very good for 
the future of soils work, and I strongly urged Dr. Salter, 
probably much against my own immediate interests, not to make any 
.sudden moves in the SCS on the three critical matters that concern 
me most: the survey program, TVA relations, and the research 
program. JI pointed out that there were no men on the SCS staff 
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in Washington with either competeice or integrity. Dr. Salter 
agreed. At the same time they also lack courage, and we both 
felt that they would not do anything to make trouble. There 

are some good men in the field, and he would gain their confidence 
by moving slowly rather than rapidly. 


One very disturbing feature of my conference with Dr. Salter 

on Tuesday, May 22, was his statement that no decision might be 
made about the Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and 
Agricultural Engineering for several months. It seems that 
Byron Shaw, Deputy Research Administrator, is very uncertain 
about his own position. If Dr. Cardon, the Administrator, should 
retire in 6 or 7 months, it seems doubtful that the Secretary 
would appoint Shaw. Shaw should rather keep this position open 
so that if he didn't like the Administrator that was appointed, 
he could take the job as Chief of the BPISAS. 


The more I thought about that last point, the less I liked it, 

The Bureau already has some very difficult prima donnas, especially 
Turner and Parker, and several months with a weak, uncertain 

acting chief could be enough to get the Bureau in a mess. Obviously 
Dr. Cullinan is not qualified because of his lack of general 
education and inability to reach a decision. Others in the 
Assistant Chief grade are all specialists with the exception of 

Dr. Moseman, who is very young. The next day I had a private 
conversation about this matter with Dr. Moseman, and he shares 

my great concern, Here we are, trying to establish some Bureau 

_ projects across. division lines. This requires a strong Chief, 
especially to deal with the prima donnas. Also, if Dr. Salter 
makes the kind of reorganization in SCS that is required for 
effective work, the ARA, and above all this Bureau, shall need to 
reorganize its research work in ways to give the maximum help 

to the conservation program -- I hope a cooperative program 

among SCS, PMA, and Extension. This won't be done except with 

a strong hand. I therefore came to the firm conclusion that 

Dr. Moseman should be appointed Chief of the Bureau despite his 
youth immediately after Salter leaves, 


I knew that Dr. Cardon was leaving for Rome on Friday, May 25, 

so I called him at his home Wednesday evening, May 23, and told 
him that I was disturbed about this situation. TI was amazed to 
find that he didn't know that a definite date had been set 

for Dr. Salter's transfer to SCS. I couldn't imagine why Shaw 

didn't inform him. He also knew nothing of this scheme of 
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Shaw's to leave this chiefship vacant. Of course, I can see 
why Shaw didn't inform him of that, and I am very glad I did. 
I then made the definite recommendation about Moseman. Of 
course, Dr. Cardon didn't commit himself and shouldn't have, 
but he did say that it was a very good suggestion. He agreed 
on the others not being qualified. He said he was sorry that 
Moseman didn't have two or three more years behind him and I 
said I was too, but we were dealing with a real situation and 
not with the ideal. 


Thursday, May 2), I had further brief talks on this matter 
with McAuley and Moseman and pointed out to McAuley that Cardon 
was leaving Friday, and he agreed to get Cardon's approval of 
my own papers before Cardon got off to Rome, since that might 
hold them up for several weeks. 


During the afternoon of May 2), I had a conference with Dr. McCall 
about this matter of the chiefship. So far as I can tell, he 
agreed with me completely, and as I left he said, "I think I 

had better call Pr. Cardon tonight too before he leaves for 

Rome." 


In the morning of May 2h, I had a talk with Dr. Parker who was 
"obviously fishing" and keeping his cards very, very tight to 
his vest (assuming he has some cards). Then he made a most 
interesting suggestion: He said that the chief soil man was 
leaving TVA. (Of course I had known this for weeks and had 
already made recommendations to TVA for a successor.) He wanted 
to propose that the Bureau cooperate with TVA more closely in 
the fertility field. I took occasion to point out that it had 
been embarrassing and humiliating to me for 15 years that the 
Bureau hadn't done that, as we had done it in the Soil Survey 
so successfully. I pointed out that only a year ago I had 

been able to make a proposition to his man Jacob that TVA would 
make available a pilot plant and laboratory space at the Shoals, 
with no strings tied to his research program and without service 
charge. Instead of welcoming this opportunity, Jacob had simply 
gotten madg. (Of course, Jacob's relationship to industry is 
well known) 


Parker says: “Well, you are talking about fertilizer technology; 
let's confine our attention to the soil management phase." I 
said: "All right. If you and Bob Parks have some ideas, get them 
together and send Bob over to talk with me, and I will write a 
letter to Mr. Moon." TI couldn't resist pointing out that that 
would save time, since Mr. Moon would write to me about it anyway. 
Parker says: "Yes, I realize that." I am still not sure what the 


game is. 
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In May br. M. A. McCall retired. I hated to see him heave. He 
had always been a tower of strength in the Department and to me personally. 

We still had a lot of work to do on the galley proof of the Manual. 
I had sent copies to only two people, Dr. Marlin G. Cline, and to 
Dr. Guy D. Smith. They both had some suggestions that I could only 
partly accept. 

Also in May I worked with lr. Black on his material about 
7 3 arin land and fertilizer that he was preparing for the 
President's Materials Policy Commission. 

Crowther finished his tour and staid with us a while before. he 
went back. He was a good mimic and gave Lucille and me some wonderful 
laughs about his visits and egpecially his attendance at Rotary 
meetings. He had been at several of our top places so I asked him 
to tell me which one was the best on strictly oe grounds. 

He replied, "That's an easy questions by all odds I should say the 
group in fertilizer research in TVA at Muscle Shoals," I remember 
also that he was very much impressed with Max J. idwards who had 


worked with me in North Dakota and was then with Dr, Ligon in the 


Knoxville office of the Soil Survey. 
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"Edwards is a man", he said,"who knows what he knows and what he 


doesn't know. One can trust him." Ted was so right. 


I believe that it was near the middle of May that the galley 


proof went back on the Manual. As 1 recall the page proof came in 


June and nobody worked on that except Dottie and me. We had the 


ecards all ready and it wasn't too big a job to fix up the index with 


bold-faced type for the definitions. 


In June we had a conference with TVA including Moon, Bass, Rogers, 


and Winters along with Kellogg, Parker, Dean, Allgway, and Moseman 


for the Bureaye Almost immediately Parker suggested that all of 


[VA's responsibility for designing experiments and for interpreting 


the results be turned over to the Bureau. With patience the men 


from TVA explained why this wouldn't be practicable and the discussion 


turned on the need for a TVA man to work actively in the program too. 


It was agreed to have a short memorandum setting forth the mutual 


interests and the desireablility of working with the regional 


committees. 


That evening I talked more with Moon about this. He told me that 
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before coming he had discussed the matter at length with the Board 

of TVA. The chairman indicated great suspicion. He pointed out that 

Parker had been opposed to their program and given aid and comfort 

to those criticizing TVA all these years. He said, now that our difficulties 
are about over and we have a good going program cooperative with the 


states, the Atomic Energy Commission, individual fertilizer companies, 


and the National Fertilizer Association - now Parker says he wants 

to cooperate, now when we don't need him. Is there a catch? And this 
is the question that Mr. Moon propesed to me. I had to tell him 

that I didn't know. I assured him that T wouldn't recommend “anything 
to TVA that I wasn't satisfied to be on the up-and-up. And to be 
satisfied, I should have to have it in writing and approved in the 
Office of the Chief of the Bureau. I suggested that he tell the 
Chairman that the cooperation we were proposing now was so much in 

the interest of TVA, of the Department, and of the American farmers, 
that none of us, includine the Chairman, should permit one personality 


to block it. I was sure that there would be no difficulty with any 
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Bureau. During the process of reaching an acreement, the Chief of 
the Bureau would be kept fully informed and the arrangements fully 
documented, 

Mr. Moon suggested that he should like to have me come to 
Knoxville in the rdle of consultant to TVA in order to discuss the 
matter with the Board before fimal agreement was reached. I told 
him I thought I could do that in July. 

Harly in June I again reworked my confidential memorandum 

on a unified soil survey in the Department and gave a copy to 

Dr. Salter, 

Also I had additional work with Dr. Black on the land and 
fertilizer section 6f his report on the President's Materials Policy 
Commission. 

Mary Alice graduated with honors from the University of 
Maryland in the middle of June. Directly after that she went to 

_ work with the International Monetary Fund. 


July 1 came and Salter had no word to move to the SCS. 
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In July I was formally notified by Macmillan that Our 
garden soils would be printed by them and they sent me a check 
for one-half of the initial payment. 

Near the end of July I went to Knoxville to discuss tne 
agricul tural program with Moon and his staff and the general 
administrative problens of agriculture with the Board of TVA. The 
first evening I spent with Moon and urged him to avoid his continual 
self depreciation; and that when problems came up to make specific 
recomendations to the Board after study. 

On August lh I returned the manuscript for Our garden soils 
with the adjustments sugrested by the editors at Macmillans. 

I had a telephone call about August 12 from Joe Moon indicating 
that some of the state people, especially Pierre and Cummings, were 
rather objecting to the proposed participation of the Bureau in the 
planning of the fertilizer testing with TVA. They were afraid of the 
combined federal authority and told him they didn't need the benefit 
of Parker's group on experimental design. On August 13 I wrote to 


doe explaining why I felt that he shouldn't pay too much attention 
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to their criticisms. On the same date I wrote a long critique to 
Neil Bass on the proposals that had been forwarded by Secretary 
Brannon to the Board. A conference was scheduled to discuss it 
during the time I was planning to be in northern Canada. In this 
long critique I pointed out what I thoueht TVA could accept and what 
I thought they Maran’ te. It was not a very good letter from the 
Secretary considering the background of suspicion that TVA was 

bound to have after all that had gone before. 

In 1951 the Society meetings were scheduled for Pennsylvania 
State University in August. Since rumors had already gotten -abroad 
that Salter was to become Chief of the SCS I didn't want to go to 
them. I knew that people would be asking me about these rumors. I 
wouldn't want to tell them the truth and I knew that I coubdn't 

lie convincingly. For some time the Canadian: soil scientists at 
Saskatoon and lidmonton had been after me to make a visit in northern 
parts of eee en and Alberta to advise them about agricultural © 


- development. So I accepted. 
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(The notes and black-and-white photographs for this visit 


are included in the Canadian Journal, 1951.) 


Dr. John Mitchell and Mr. H. C. Moss met me in Regina, Saskatchewan 
August 20. The next day we took a leisurely field trip to Saskatoon, 


I had two days there at the University. 


SSN Sip a ea 


We started for the north the morning of August 24. Just as 


we were to shart I said, "Have you got all the equipment - spades, 


pH testers, thermometers .........?" Dr. Mitchell said, "why do you 


a ee 


want a thermometer?" 


I replied,"Well we're gzoing to look at soils. Temperature is 
a soil characteristic and I didn't bring one with me." So he sent 


_ one of the boys back after a thermometer. 


‘I was just playing a hunch. John had written me about some of 
_ their problems and wondered why the soils of the north responded 


more to sulphur than those ii the south. 


ie 
We had a wonderful trip through Melfort and on nortn despite 


the rain and mud. This was my first real look at the Gray-Wooded soils. 
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the northern problem area we sot out the thermometer. The soil 
temperature was below },2° at around 13 or 20 inches. Although there 
was gypsum underneath the roots of the crop plants couldn't reach it 
so they responded to sulphur. 

August 30 we drove to Edmonton, Alberta. Moss left the next day 
for Saskatoon and we picked up Bentley, Bowser, md Newton and went up 
to the Peace River Vountry. The soil survey was nearly completed 
under a party leader nanedOdynsky, a very active man. As soon as we 
got started it was plain to see all sorts of tundra mounds and other 
arctic features inherited from not many shousand years aco before 
invasion by the present grass on the Chernozems and the forest, 
dominated by aspen, on the Gray~wWooded soils. I called attention 
to a tundra mound. Odynsky said, "No. We've had a geologist up here. 
That is an esker." I didn't argue with him but I kept many notes and 
made many cross sections from the road cuttings. 

That evening of September 3 we had a little seminar in the hotel 
| and I brought out my cross sections and showed Odynsky that during 


the tundra period the outlet of the Peace was blocked and that the 
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water must have flowed east and a bit south toward Edmonton. I said, 
"If that is correct there should be a sandy delta over there." One 
of the boys from Edmonton spoke up and said, "There is a sandy plain 
and we can go back that way." 

I went over the profiles and cross sections of the contacts 
between the underlying heavy, gray clay and the upper brown silt 
loam with them and showed them how the underlying clay had been 
forced up irregularly by the frost into the surface layers deposited 
along the old Peace, When the permafrost went out, the Peace returned 
to its old course to the north and cut such a deep channel that 

the early terraces were not easily obvious. Poor Odynsky was a bit 
unhappy over having missed these features but so would many other 
people had they never seen the active tundra, 

September l; we drove on down to Edmonton. After all the 

rough roads my back was nearly killing me. The next day we went on 


south of Edmonton to Sed Deer and then over to Hardesty. We left our 


Edmonton friends September 7 and drove to Saskatoon. The next 
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ce Wee halt hours late so I missed my connection in Winnepeg. Because 

) pore? 

of some kind of convention the hotels were full. Several less timid 
people were in the same boat. I insisted that it was up to the 
railway to spot a pullman car for us in the yard and they did. The 
other people were so glad that they laughed and talked until midnight 
while I read the life and works of Sarah Binks, the sweet songstress 
of Saskatchewan. Still I had a good sleep. The next morning I 
couldn! t cet a day no4k room but managed to find a writing space. 
That evening my train came and I went on home. 

she Soil Survey Manual was out} And when I first opened the book 
I saw a BR i dotde dowm. But it was good to be throuch with 
this for a while. It was to become the standard reference in most 
countries. 

I found that Salter still hadn't gone to the SCS, but he 
expected to. 

a the current issue of tne "Fertilizer Review" the new editor 


had written, "If anyone had predicted ten years ago that American 


farmers would be using annually two and one-half times as much 
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fertilizer today as fies consumed then, their sanity would have been 
questioned," Dr. Russel Coleman, an excellent man, had ee nselana 
Charles Brand so I had written him just before leaving for Canada 
Pea atane the current figures for 1950 with the predictions we had 
made during the War. They were very close. I pointed out thet we 
had ees called crazy but "pink", which was unpleasant even in 
those days. Coleman sent me a ae letter. This ended that long and 
painful controversy over fertilizers. 

Again that year we had many visitors from abroad beside 

Dr. Crowther, including B. E. Butler, A. Léddesdl, E. Gislason, 
Moormann, Scheys, Pecrot, Zuur, Lag, Muechenhausen, Donis, and several 
others. 

Now that the Manual was finished I arranged for Dr. Smith to 
take staff leadership looking to the development of a new and more 
"comprehensive scheme of soil classification. As a start I wanted 


him to see the current work in Europe. I got approval for him to 


take a trip in the summer of 1952 and wrote long and detailed letters 
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about its purpose ie) Tavernier, Edelman, Aubert, Muir, and others. 
I was especially anxious to make it clear that he was coming wholly 
to learn what they were doing because I knew that western Kuropeans 
were getting fed up with American technical advice. 

October 6 we had an interesting conference in the Department on 
rural reading. I gave a paper on Writing scientific and technical 
books for laymen, which was printed in the "Publishers! weekly" for 
Be Senter 16. 

October 2) to 26 we had special programs at the Plant Industry 
Station commemorating the 50th anniversary of the organization of the 
Bureau of Plant Industry. (The Soil Survey was iaeyears older) I 
had a paper for this occasion on Soil classification links research 
with the farm. 

The funniest part of this show was an afternoon session when 
Brannon was supposed to have talked. He was too busy fighting the 
Farm Bureau over the "Brannon Plan". So instead the Assistant 
Secretary, Knox T. Hutchinson addressed us. First of all, whoever 


wrote his paper didn't gauge the audience because he undertook to 
4 : 
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review the scientific findings of the Bureau. But worst of ali; his 
ghost writer used the word "scientist" several times but didn't tell 
Knox how to pronounce it. Each of the meny times he pronounced it 
seienceetist. In the plural it was even funnier. It was quite a 


strain on the presumed dignified audience. SWAT x, 


458 


Early in November my paper on Soil and land classification, which 
I had prepared earlier was published in the "Journal of Farm Economics". 
I don't think Dr. T. W. Schultz ever realized that this was partly } 
triggered by one of his in the Journal that I didn't like. I wrote 

this paper very carefully in order to define and contrast the-worts 
"soil", "kind of soil", and "land". Most of my economics friends \ 
get these all mixed up partly because the SCS boys had purposely 
done so. Thus "soil classification" and "land classification" are 
two quite different things. The first is a classification of 


natural objects as they exist regardless of the location and size of 
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This summer and autumn the Secretary's office promoted a 


publicity program in several bureaus including the ARA on The Sth Plate. 
This was intended to show that despite our progress in agriculture 

and surpluses that efforts would need to be redoubled in order to 

provide for the 20 percent increase in population. I talked with 

Byron Shaw and others and tried to kill this silly business. I was 

in favor of promoting research but not for completely the wrong reasons. 
(vy 
The economists generally had been objecting to my projections (which 
turned out to be conservative,) They even told the Secretary that we 

had in the United States not over ten million acres of soil suitable 

for crops and now in grass or timber. Itold Shaw that if he would be 
Willing to take a ride with me in a car for three weeks I would be 

glad to show him 150 million. In fact, I had made an estimate in 1937 
for the 1933 Yearbook of around 100 million and of course science 


had advanced a lot since then. But the publication came out in 


December and made the Department look silly to informed people. 
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to make this vital distinction are bound to be lead into serious error. 
Finally on November 13 Salter moved into the position of Chief 
of the Soil Conservation Service. Al Moseman became Chief of the 
Bureau despite the apparent competition. There really never was 
any competition. 
Just after the middle of November I went to Iowa for a conference 
on land tenure, and also had leisurely visits with Dr. Pierre and 
his staff. On the way back I had a good visit with Charles Hardin 
in Chicago, | 
Salter had taken Ray Heinen with him to the SCS and he and I 
continued to cooperate on Salter's speeches. I got just a bit 
suspicious that Salter wasn't taking so firm a hand as he should. 
He so hated to hurt peoples feelings that it was bound to be his 
undoing sooner or later. 
The day after Christman I went to Philadelphia for the AAAS 


_meetings on the same train that Joan and Robert were taking back 


to Boston after being with us for Christmas. 


We had a rather tedious program for Section 0 except for 
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Beeson's talk and one or two good ones in economics, 

At this meeting a startling announcement was made about krilium - 
a soil conditioner that was heralded as the panacea of agriculture. 
It wa5supposed to be a bacteria-proof synthetic polysacharide that 
would do the work to maintain soil structure of the natural ones 
produced by microorganisms. 

On December 27 a few of us went for a live TV show about the 
Beientitic meetings. 

One of the sessions had been arranced on fertilizers. It was 
in terribly bad taste and included several young men in the fértilizer 
trade. They talked about fertilizers as they would at a meeting of 
their salesmen, Bradfield and others were thoroughly disgusted. I 
couldn't miss this chance to get even. So I took the floor and 
congratulated them warmly and firmly on their splendid progran. 
I went on to say, "Less than ten years ago the fertilizer industry 
people were working hard to prevent the promotion of fertilizers. They 
Saw little need of them in farming. Nothing could delight me more 


_ than this drastic change of policy and to see the representatives 
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of these same companies publicly urging the manufacture and use of 
chemical fertilizers. This shows faith in American agriculture and 
_ in our country." 

Of course these young men didn't know what this was all about 
and they were highly flattered. But Bradfield did and his face was 
the color of an American Beauty rose. 

When I got home I found myself in the midst of the galley 


proof of Our garden soils. 
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Near the end of 1951 I accepted an invitation from the Israel 


Academy of Sciences to take part in a program on arid lands cooperative 
between the Academy and UNESCO. I also arranged to make the visit to 


Scotland that I had had to cancel in 1950. 


Shortly after the first of the year I received official notification 
of my election as vice-president of the AAAS and chairman of Section 0, 

br. ©. H, Millar was secretary. I wasn! t too keen about or job. 

Several excellent programs for Section 0 had been en during the 

' "last three or four years but few agricultural people liked to go to a 


* second professional program between Christmas and New Years. With a 


great deal of correspondence that ran over the next several months I 


yy 
was able to work out a program for the St. Louis meeting as a syftposium 


i on 


Combined resouree development with special reference to the 
Missouri Valley. 


Starting early in @anuary, Salter and I had a few conferences 
_ about coordination of the Soil Survey to continue the basic program 


and meet the needs of SCS. It was decided at first Roy Hockensmith 


Southern States, the Gulf States, the Southwest, and the West. ‘This 
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- was Ferien in earaey and ended in March, Then while Smith and T 
were out of the country Hockensmith and W. H. Alipay would make 
Similar studies in the Northwest, the Mid-West, and the central 
and southern Great Plains. These studies were interded to deal 
strictly with cayurpae and scientific matters, not administration. 
The reports oe to be finished by June. 

On January 11 and 12 Dr. John D. Black and I worked together 
in Knoxville with the agricultural people and the Board. The sulphur 
fumes from a new steam plants were beginning to create a serious 
hazard and we impressed upon TVA the importance of finding Hehe to take 
out the sulphur. We also went over the problem of records from the 
"special" farms and made some more Suggestions for their improvement, 
The Board was very suspicious of an agreement about joint work with 
the Department of Agriculture on soil management. The Board was 
convinced that the USDA did not want to help TVA but hoped to get 


power over the Authority. Certainly this was not true of Moseman 


but one had to edmit that the record was bad, Recent testimony by 
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Parker in congressional hearings was obviously intended to belittle 
the work of TVA in the fertilizer field, 

The only possible way any sound agreement could be developed 
would be for Moseman to take a strong hand. Certainly the approach 
must first be on ideas and substance, not administration, 

On this same trip Dr. Black and I gave a joint public lecture, 
befdre the USDA @lub, as I recall, on the world food problem and steps 
to meet it. 

After I returned I followed through on the sulphur problem and, 
with Moseman, on the basis of an agreement for cooperation between 
the Bureau and TVA and summarized what I had done in a letter to Mr, 
Gordon Clapp. It turned out that Parker and Jacob had caused so much 
bitterness with their irresponsible statements about TVA and fertilizers 
that it was too late to repair the damage, 


One important activity that took a considerable part of my time 
was service on the Personnel Advisory Committee of the Bureau of Plant 
Industry, Soils, and Agricultural Engineering. I served on this 
Committee beginning shortly after 1939, was Vice-Chairman of it for 

several years, and Chairman of it for about the last year and one-half 
that I was in the Bureau. So far as I have had experience with other 


agencies, the Bureau had the personnel system. There may have been 
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_ others as good that I was unfamiliar with. For example, all of the 
efficiency ratings of all of the people in the entire Bureau were 

were considered by the Comittee individually and in groups by grades 
and class. That is, we considered all of the P-2 soil scientists in 
relation to one another, all the CAP‘-5 secretaries, all of the P-6 
Plant pathologists, and so on. Where the ratings were out of line they 
were discussed with the division heads and chanced unless the division 
“head brought forward new information. Some were raised and some were 
lowered. All promotions as well as appointments from outside of the 
Peers xy to grade P-3 and higher. were reviewed by the Committee. One 
division, for example, could not ¢o outside the Bureau to appoint a 

P-l, plant pathologist if as good or better person in some other part 

of the organization were at P-3 and wanted to transfer. The operation 
of the Committee prevented division heads and section heads holding back 
people from advancement because of the old argument of "lack of funds." 
I remember many a conference with Dr. John Magness, one of the finest 
men in the Bureau but very conservative, about raising some of his 

good people. If it had not been for this Committee some of them might 
never have been raised and, of course, would have left the Department. 
Beginning in the early 19l0's the Committee started to develop 

a new set of special standards for the classification of research 
Scientists. Most of this work was done by Dr. M. A. McCall, Mr. John 
McAuley, and myself. Our proposals were so contrary to the bureaucratic 
guidelines of most other arencies in the Department that we made very 
little progress except for their use by the Committee within the current 
system that was designed primarily for non-scientific, operational 


ty 


“positions. In 1951 Dr. McCall retired and in 1962 I left. But John 
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‘McAuley stayed on and kept at it. With the blessing of Dr. Byron Shaw 
he finally got them approved in the Civil Service Commission despite 
the objections of the bureaucratic personnel officers of the 
Department of Agriculture. 

The Committee heard appeals from ratings and on other erievances. 
These were run strictly according to rules of evidence. 

The Personnel Committee was only advisory but rarely did the 
Chief of the Bureau fail to follow it's Picton sie acs There were, 
of course, some criticisms but far less than I have seen in any other 
agency. The Director of the Personnel Division and the heads of the 
sections were very high-class people and devoted their attention 
strictly to their own field of work. They would not have thought 
of passing on a quality of the work of the individual scientist themselves. 
These judgments were made by appropriate panels. 

When I cam@in later to the SCS I found a completely different 
philosophy, with Personnel people actually assuming that they could 
judge the promotability of scientific people themselvest A system 
of rating was developed that had little value because those doing the 
rating were anonymous and many were even in fields so unrelated to 
that of the person being rated that they had no basis whatever for 
judging his basic ability as a scientist. The classification procedure 
«was arbitrary and hierarchical, quite similar to that in the military. 
Essentially all of the rules were negative whereas in the Bureau nearly 
all of the rules were positive. Later I had to try to live with this 
old bureaucratic out-of-date system of classifying and promoting, not 
people, but "personnel", There is a big difference. Personnel do not 
get cold or hot; they do not have personal problems; they are all 
about alike; they are impersonal pegs to be moved around; in short 


they are not real people. 
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Late in January I arranged with Dr. Sebrell, Head of the National 


a Institutes of Health, to spend a day with him and his staff eoing over 
their system of personnel classification and the work of their advisory 


committee. John McAuley and LaVerne Richards, our classification 


officer, went along. We got some good igeas for the improvement @f our 


proposals for the classification of scientists, which finally came to 
be accepted about then years later due to John's persistance, 
On January 30 the page proof and index of Our garden soils went 


back to Macmillan. As with every other sizeable work, I was 
thoroughly sick of it by then. 

Dr. Salter and I had also been having some discussions about 
the need for using more economic principles in the farm planning of 


SCS. On January 30 I wrote to Dr. Black about it and later he and 


Sherman Johnson and I discussed it. We were toinking along the lines 


of making arrangements for this assistance with three to five collerces 


as a start. 


Harly in February I made arransements with Aythur Nelson, then 


4 


with HCA in Paris, for Harvey Oakes to get a soil survey and a laboratory 
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‘started in Turkey, This took a long time but it finally was done and 


“Qakes published a reconnaissance soils map of the @ountry and a good 


report. 


a 


In February I hac a letter from Norman Taylor of New Zealand 
explaining that they were fixing up a box, mewent carved by the 
foremost Mauri carver, C. I. Tuarau, to give to Lucille and me. He 
had written something about this earlier to Lucille. It was a good 
thing that he wrote so that I could explain that under the United 
States Constitution a member of the Government cannot receive anything 
of value from a foreign government or a foreich prince, 

Ray Heinen and I still worked together on Salter's speeches and 
I had two important ones of my own to do, a long one for Israel and a 
fairly long one for Ottawa, Canada. 

The Work-Planning Conference of the National Cooperative Soil 

3 Survey was held in St. Louis, March 2-29, At this meeting we talked 

| quite a bit about our relations with ECA and TVA. I explained the 


: operation of the National Soil and Fertilizer Research Committee that 
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from the colleges, As I recall now much of our discussion was on 

| problems of classification. I explained the decision to make a new 
approach toward possibly a new system and the purpose of Dr. Smith's 
visit to western Europe. 

While I was there/Llucille called that her father, who had been 
living with us then, had passed away at the ace of 77. My mother 

was also with us and the two of them went back to Michigan for the 
funeral. Mother decided to stay there for the rest of the summer, 
Mr. Reasoner was a fine man but he had been nearly helpless for several 
weeks, 

In April Guy Smith took his first trip to Europe to learn what 
the Huropeans were doing. Our own soil classification was based 

a great deal on the surface horizons thet are destroyed in tillage. 


Most of our soils in the United States had not been formed long enough 


Dot Severe erosion. Many of the soils in Europe had been drastically 


Changed over the many centuries of cultivation, includigal Liming, 


manuring, warping, drainage, and all the other practices. He was 
fle 


d to visit the UK, Netherlands, Belgium, West Germany, France, 
aay re Fale: bs , 
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On April 7 my old friend L, R. Schoenmann died suddenly. He was teken 


in the evening while he and his relatively new young wife were looking 


~ 


anops- ; 
over the yes and other materials I hed sent them to plan a long trip 


into the western States. This also broke up another scheme I had 


been working on for about one year. Schoenmann was due to retire 


about two or three years later. It had been planned that he would move 


to St. Paul and have an office at the University but on the Soil 


Survey payroll. Nygard was to fix up a ‘nore detailed and up-to-date 


general soil map of the northern Lake States and Schoenmann was to 


prepare a monograph of the potentials of the area under combined 


resource use. Mark Baldwin was to have done a monograph on this area 


and became too ii to do it. Frank Hayes had started one for the soils 


= of the Great Plains and he died shortly after the Outline was firm, 


On April 8 Our garden soils was published, When I first opened 


_ the book my eye fell on "cool" ashes thst should have been "coal" ashes, 


In April I had more conferences with Salter about the Soil Survey 


systems and on fertilizer practices into the SCs program. He had been 
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ofimany of the farm planners in their understanding of modern soil 

and crop management practices, I also explained what I had been doing 

with Black and Johnson on economics of farm manacement, 

April 2h Dr. Black came to Washington and we hed discussions 

) about getting some simple farm management knowledge into the SCS 

planning work. Later we were joined by Sherman Johnson and came to 

an agreement about what might be done. Dr. Black went in and talked 

to Salter about it. This seed also took a long time to srow, #tlén A/ 

Lite. 

Near the end of April Salter and I worked out a proposed plan 

for the coordination of the soil surveys of the Bureau and the Service 
wv 

which I left for Allgway and Simonson to react to. 

On April 30 at 6:50 p.m. I left for Israel. Several of us 

going to the meeting had received word to be in New York for El Al 

(Israel airlines) on this date. We aes myself were Dr. and Mrs, 

L, A. Richards, Professor and Mrs. J. B. Leighly, Professor F. W. Went, 


and C, W. Thornthwaite. We didn't know how lucky we were that we were 


_ transferred to Air France, about which I had heard many bad stories, 
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(This was the first time I bought air insurance.) The boys in Africa 
spoke of it as "Air Chance". Yet actually it was the best air crossing 
“of the Atlantic I had had, 

The notes and photographs made on this trip, including the 
visit to Scotland, are included in the Israel Journal, 1952, The program 
of the israel Conference is included in the book, Desert Research, 61 pp. 
Jerusalem, 1953. 

We had breakfast the next morning in Santa Maria and changed planes 
in Paris in’the afternoon. Our French stewardess announced the flight 
as a "non-flight stop" to Lydda, near Tel-Aviv. We arrived there a 
little after midnight amidst a good deal of confusion. A young lady 
from the Tourist Bureau had my name and took me through the customs a 
flying. With her help I got the others through. Thornthwaite was last. 
He was in a foul mood and had somehow irritated the officers. (In 
fact he staid in this mood much of the time.) We got to Gazit Hotel 
in Tel-Aviv about 4:00 a.m. Iwas so sleepy the next morning that I 
absent mindedly asked the waiter for bacon in place of eggs. He smiled 


and brought me sardines, 
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After breakfast I had a much-interrupted press conference with 
a reporter who finally reached the right people in Jerusalem and 
someone came for us. We went in two cars to Jerusalem. That evening 
and the next day, May 3, we were taken to see the sights. I was 
looked after especially well by Professor Reinfenberg, Professor of 
Soils at the University of Jerusalem, whom I had known for some time 
and had recommended for his present post of full professor. 

The next day I went to the University and also visited an 
interesting kibbutz. When I got back to the hotel that night I 
discovered that Aubert would be my roommate. what a fortunate 
coincidence} 

On May 5 he and I were taken to see some kibbutzin and we 
were taken to Rehovot, the principal agricultural experiment station. 
That evening we attended the initia session of the lesert Conference, 
which continued until near the end of May 10. I gave a longish paper 
on, Potentials and problems of arid soils. 


The evaning of May 10 we loaded into the buses and went to 


_ Beersheba and then down into the Negev the next day. For much 
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of the excursion into this southern area, we were accompanied by some 
& the toughest-looking soldiers I ever saw with automatic weapons in 
hand and mounted on jeeps. 

Qn May 12 we went north to Haifa and then took a long trip through 
Nazareth and out Re the lower tip of Lake Tiberias, and back to Haifa. 
These buses were about the roughest I had ever travelled in and my 

‘a back was killing me each night. 

May 1) we had a symposium at Haifa and a reception in the 
evening. Beso notice I found that I had to give a serious speech 
there. The next day Aubert left and I rested a bit and had a nice tour 
of the old city of Acre. I shall never forget seeing a piece of a 
Roman column made from Egyptian red granite being used as the door 

sill into a courtyard. Everyone had left their bit here: The Arabs, 

: the Rebrews, ’ the Romans, the Crusaders, Napoleon, and the British, 


_ And of course the Turks were around some too. 


In the evening we were taken to the airport. The plane was 
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72h0 a.em., May 16. The plane was terribly crowded. The stewardess 


was no good at all. The overhead racks were piled with packaces that 
q kept falling down. The seats were so uncomfortable that everyone who 
could walked up and down the aisles, We all piled out at Athens for 
a bad lunch. The only compensation was the flight over the Alps with 
a cloudless sky. I could almost reach ovt and pat the Jungfrau on 
the nose. We were down in Zurich for tea and in Paris for a late dinner. 
Fortunately Brigadier Bagnold was alone and got me into the Grosvernor 
Hotel. I don't recall being more tired. 

About noon, May 17 I went out to Harpenden chez Muir and talked 
_ with my friends for the next two days. I met Guy Smith here for a 

_ little while. 

May 20 I took an early train to Reading and had a nice chat 

E with Prof. H. D. Kay. In the late afternoon I went on to Oxford 

fend staid with Dr. and Mrs, E. Walter Russell. The fatigue from 
Israel So upset me that I had gone without food the previous two days 


=a ieL, 


and again on that one. Walter and I had some good talks and the next 
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In the evening of May 21 I went back to London and took the night 


train to Aberdeen to visit Dr, A. B. Stewart and his associates. He 

_ was then Professor in the University and McArthur was Director of the 

_ Macaulay Institute. It was cold here after Israel but I had a hot-water 
bottle in my bed chez Stewart. The next day we had a most interesting 
field trip. Then May 2) I looked eee University and the 
Experiment Station. That evening I took the train for London. May 25 

I went out to Harpendett and collected the rest of my baggace ond was ¥ 
back at the Victoria air station a little before midnight. But again 
the plane was late, ee left the airport at 5:18 a.mi When 
that plane came in from Israel I don't believe I have ever seen a more 
sleepy bedrageled group of people get off. We had breakfast in 

Keflavik and a beautiful view of Greenland on our way to Goose Bay, 

I finally got home a little after midnight May 28, 

On the ond of June "Successful Farming" came out with my piece, 
"Poor! farms - an outdated national luxury as the lead article. 

7" The field reviews by Al éuay and Smith were completed and 

‘smith and Allgway prepared a joint set of technical recommendations 
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faarly in June Dr. Salter and I began a series of discussions 
looking to administrative arrangement for coordination of the soil 
survey work of both agencies that would be acceptable to the States 
and give us one National Cooperative Soil S$ vey that could meet the 
needs of the SCS and meet the general need basic soil surveys 
according to the best scientific standards. We decided against any 
substantial transfer between SCS and ARA because: 


(1) Transfer from SCS would involve several million dollars and the 
result might be disturbing to the operation program, or at least 
appear to be so. Dr. Salter might be subject to very severe criticism 
from supporters of SCS that "the new Chief was selling the Service 
down the river." To me it was very important that Dr. Salter 

remain as Chief of SCS and make it the good program it could be, 
compared to the past emotional one. Nothing should be allowed to 
seriously threaten his opportunity to do that, Ray Heinen considered 
that a transfer of SCS surveys to ARA would seriously injure Salter's 
position, 


(2) Transfer of the Soil Survey to SUS would weaken the coordination 
of soil research in ARA and be strongly objected to by the leading 
Soil scientists of the ARA and the Land-Grant Collezes, 


Thus we attempted to work out a join’ relationship between SCS, ARA, 
and the States. This I did with consultation with my staff, Roy 
Hockensmith, and from time to time with Dr. Salter and Mr. Dykes. 


All during these conferences I could see that Hockensmith was both 
weak and worried. He realized his Own qe limitations and had been 
pushed arounY so long that he was afraid to speak up to Salter, Dykes, 
or Williams (Chief of Operations, SCS). I spoke to both Salter and 
Dykes about this and insisted that Hockensmith would have to have more 
actual control over regional soil scientists if the program worked, 

On paper, he had technical control over them; but actually he had been 
mainly a figurehead wich they ignored or not as they wished. But he 
Was SY not up to date in soil science, 


By the 16th of June I hed a fairly good draft that took some 
more reworking, 

June 20 the Ambassador of New Zealand wrote to the Secretary of 
State asking permission to present me with a carved Maori box as a 


gift from the New Zealand soil scientists. Later the imbassy told me 
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that the State Department had no objection and I had a similar letter 


~ from the Solicitor of the Department, 


- 


Based on arrangements nearly a year ealier I attended the annual 
meeting of the Agricultural Institute of Canada in Ottawa, June 23 to. 
e I gave an address the first day on Using our soils to keep men free. 
(Later this was a source of amusement to Heinen, Salter, and tie, Word 

7 got around that Salter had written this one for me "To ease Kellogg 

into the SCS." As far as I know he never saw it or Heinen either.) 

We had some interesting field trips to look at the soils. On 

the next day I got roped into an unscheduled talk on The soil ‘classification 
) problem. Like all conferences of this sort jome of the talks were 

good and some were less than that. 

In June Mary Alite became engaged to Fred Hays. He had had a 

year in Law School at George Washington University after setting his 
degree at the University of Maryland and had been called for Army duty. 

In June he had home leave before going to Korea, 

Salter and I continued to work on the plans for a unified soil 

ey. Early in July we developed associated memoranda on Soil 
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On July 23 we were invited to the New Zeal kad Embassy to receive 


the much-discussed carved box. It was a beauty. Ambassador Munro 


7 


made a nice little speech, carefully listened to by two fellows I 
never saw before from the Department of State, I think they went away, 
without the box, a bit disappointed. Robert, Joan, and Mary Alice went 


with us and we had a pleasant luncheon with the Ambassador and his family. 


This was a trying time. My staff was worried and so was ny 


not for myself but for them and for the work. I also drew up a staff 
; 


-paper on publication of soil surveys. Whitlock, in charge of Soil 
- Survey cartographic work, was very worried and told me scandalous 


things about the cartographic division of SCS which, for all I knew 


then, could be true. 
“= 
Moon had been having a series of minor heart attacks and would 
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aa Geographical Union held an International Congress 

ar Washington during the second week in August. I had agreed to 

serve as chairman of what I knew would be a difficult program to handle. 
_ This came on the afternoon of Wednesday, August 13 - & symposium on 

= food supply. The meeting was very large and was held in the 

main ballroom of the Hotel Statler, I hed gone over the program and 

We agreed on the rules. None of the main speakers was to have more 


than a maximum of thirty minutes and the other speakers not more than 


i] 


fifteen mimites, People were not to have more than five minutes for 


_ Comments from the floor. Too many speakers had been scheduled 


and unless these time limits were observed, the program could not be 


 goneluded tmtil after the dinner hour. 


Even before the meeting I had calls from people insisting on 


fifteen-minute comments. I remember one very articulate screwball who 


ed me and wanted fifteen minutes. I told him what the rules were 
and thet he coulda have five minutes. He became very abusive and called 
me "unfair". I told him that I had chaired many meetings and had never 


n called unfair before. 
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When the program was to start I got this fellow spotted and had 
the hotel bouncer sit back of him. Then I got the speakers together 
ana gave them a schedule to which I told them we would adhere. These 


were speakers notorious to run over. I passed them notes at five minutes 


_ before their time and at one minute before. When their tine was up 


I stood up and they sat down, 


Then we had the free-for-all discussion, 1 recognized the man 
who had called me. He talked exactly five minutes and no more so the 


_ bouncer didn't have to work. 


- The discussion got very hot. A retired professor of geography 


a 


_ from Columbia University, who was coing to save the world by growing 


mut trees, Professor Smith, made a rousing attack on the morals of the 
government of King Farouk of Egypt. It was in terrible taste and 


about ten people jumped up to be recognized. I saw that we had the 


makings of a good international riot, I didn't recognize amy of 


them despite their storming. I made a brief statement to the effect 


= 


tha 
ere 


t of course honesty and efficiency were important problems in all 


governments and then I apologized to the Congress and to the audience 


sor Smith! s bad taste. This worked and we finished up with 


reese 


+t oop ed ent 7 


‘ vow j ie 5 woewis & Ment Sy. 


; : ‘ ' ~ it Pics % 2 fart 4 ; oY tee 3 
| 70k i . : oid “teks 


Jv oeul | je iape 


i i + 


é 
| sed 


Shs turn vi Od bee eteagtOl ink at tet fon loge rs 
a . o 7 - oT 


a 
ui i) 
£1 e) Hl b’ 
cussion about 5:00 p.m, 
aa ea ; 
Abe 


j Professor Smith came around afterwards and told me he had 
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been put in his place like thet before. I said to hin, 


a y thing more calculated to hurt the prestige of your profession 
ar 


our country. You didn't leave me any choice," 
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SUBJECT: Reorganization of the Soil Survey (1). 


Starting early in January, Dr. Salter and I had a few short conferences 
about the Soil Survey. First it was decided that R. Hockensmith and 

Dr. G. D. Smith would make a joint study of SCS regions (2, h, 6, and 7) 
to see the work of both agencies, determine needs, and appraise the quality 
of what was being done in terms of these needs, These studies were to 

deal only with technical matters, not at all with administration. This 

was completed in March and reports prepared in April. Then R. Hockensmith 
and Dr. W. H. Allaway made similar studies in SCS regions (1, 3, and 5), 
while Dr. Smith was in Europe and Dr. Kellogg in Israel. These reports 
were prepared in May and June. 


At the conclusion of these field studies, R. Hockensmith and Dr. 
Allaway prepared joint recommendations for the carrying out of surveys. 
These were approved by Dr. Salter and Dr. Kellogg. 


With this technical background of agreement, Dr. Salter and Dr. Kellogg 
began a series of discussions looking to administrative arrangements 
for coordination of the soil survey work of both agencies that would 
be acceptable to the States and give us one National Cooperative 
Soil Survey that could meet the needs of the SCS and meet the general 
need for basic soil surveys according to the best scientific standards. 
We decided against any substantial transfer between SCS and ARA because. 
(1) Transfer from SCS would involve several million dollars and 
the result might be disturbing to the operation program, or at 
least appear to be so. Dr. Salter might be subject to very 
severe criticism from supporters of SCS that "the new Chief was 
selling the Service down the river." To me it was very important 
ee r. Salter remain as Chief of SCS and make it the good program it 
-. could be, compared to the past emotional one. Nothing should be 
allowed to seriously threaten his opportunity to do that. Ray 
Heinen considered that a transfer of SCS surveys to ARA would 
seriously injure Salter's position, 


(2) Transfer of the Soil Survey to SCS would weaken the coordination 
of soil research in ARA and be strongly objected to by the leading 
soil scientists of the ARA and the Land-Grant Colleges. 


Thus we attempted to work out a joint relationship between SGS, ARA, 
and the States. This I did with consultation with my staff, Roy 
Hockensmith, and from time to time with Dr. Salter and Mr. Dykes. 


All during these conferences I could see that Hockensmith was 

worried. He realized his own scientific limitations and had been 

pushed around so long that he was afraid to speak up to Salter, 

Dykes, or Williams. I spoke to both Salter and Dykes about this 

and insisted that Hockensmith would have to have more actual control over 
regional soil scientists if the program worked, On paper, he had 
technical control over them; but actually he had been matly a 

figurehead which they ignored or not as they wished. 
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Dr. Salter and I gave tentative approval to a document: Suggested 
rogram for a National Cooperative Soil Survey and a Unified Soil 
Survey in the Department of Agriculture, dated July 22, 1952. 

Our plan on this date was that Dr. Salter would take copies for 

discussion with the Regional Directors at their annual policy 

conference in northern Missedota. Then I would discuss it with him 

| after that. I called the Soil Survey top staff in for a meeting to 


discuss it after that (August 15 and 16). Thenwe would seek a 
conference with the Association of Land Grant Colleges and Universities. 


| In the meantime copies were made available by me on a confidential 
basis to Drs. Moseman (Chief of BPISAE), Parker(BPISAE), and Shaw 
: (ARA Administrator). 


On August 13 a meeting was held in Dr. Salter's office following his 
conference with the Regional Directors, who had given approval of the 
proposal of July 22, 1952. Present were: Salter, Hockensmith, Dykes, 
Shaw, Barnes, Parker, Moseman, Kellogg, and G. Smith, 


Early in this conference Shaw stated that the proposal did not go far 
enough, There should be one Soil Survey, administratively. Salter 
stated bluntly that this could only be done within SCS, but that he 

| would not propose it. If it were done he would do his best to have 
it develop scientifically as well as technically. I said that I 
would neither suggest it nor oppose it. If I did the former, unkind 
critics would say I was trying to get SCS money; if the latter, they 
would say I could not forget Bennett's opposition to me personally 
because of the several times I had prevented Bennett from getting the 
Soil Survey. (I had opposed it before because science could not have 
had a chance under the emotional anti-scientific atmosphere that he 
had created in SCS). : 


Shaw also stated that the strictly soil management research should go 
to BPISAE, He denied it was a trade. But it looked like it to MC» 

I pointed out that months of study had gone into the Soil Survey 
proposal. The substantive part of the work was all agreed. We were 
Simply discussing administration; and that before we talked about 
administration of soil management there should be a similar study 
and agreement on substantive program. 


It was agreed that Shaw and Salter would meet alone in the afternoon, 
In an aside to me both Shaw and Moseman said they would insist that 
I be in charge of the surveys and research in SCS as Assistant Chief 
of SCS, I begged them not to make such personal condition. The 
program should stand on its merits, 


I held a conference of my senior staff in my office August 15. 
a Present were Roberts, Ligon, Johnson, Allaway, Ableiter, Simonson, 
Smith, Whitlock, and also Parker, I explained the July 22 statement, 
which all had read, Then I threw the bombshell -- Shaw's proposal. 
The first reaction was very unfavorable, 
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_ After lunch we met again, Dr. Shaw spoke at length explaining the 
greater ease of getting money for the Soil Survey in SCS and that the 
Research Administration would insist on protection of the scientific 
work. Moseman spoke in the same vein, 


Saturday the senior staff met and broke up into subcommittees to 
Suggest a rewrite of the statement for a "line organization" for the 
Soil Survey in SCS. We were told that Salter and Shaw would meet with 
the Secretary about the matter Wednesday afternoon, August 20, 


7 I kept the staff for all the next week, until August 22, We completed 
' a draft statement. The Secretary decided we should move the Soil 
Survey into SCS,Tuesday mornings August 22, Salter spent the entire 
morning with our staff, explaining the needs of the SCS program and 
giving assurances that I would be Assistant Chief for Research and 
Surveys, including soil surveys, other surveys, hydrology, drainage, 
irrigation, and economics besides general research relations, and 
that the scientific work would be protected. I gave him a copy of 
our new draft, realizing that it would not be entirely acceptable, 


Of course, during all this time I had long conferences, day and night, 
with individual staff members. All were deeply shocked at the idea of 
going into SCS -- of being "SCS men." Smith and Ableiter recovered 
early. Then Allaway. Roberts and Simonson were, perhaps, the most 
pessimistic about good scientific work ever being supported in SCS 

as they lefts; Roberts, Ligon, and Johnson said they would go along 
With whatever I thought was sound. If I resigned, they would. If I 
thought a plan could be worked out, they would try to make it work, 
Each of the others said Substantially the same, although Simonson was 
still pessimistic. Each one made me promise that if I left for any 
reason, that I would call or wire at once, ; 


Of course, the basic trouble was the very low scientific standards 

of most (by no means all) soil scientists in SCS, the undependability 

of several regional soil scientists and state soil scientists, and 

the relative smallness for their jobs of the SCS regional directors. 

The boys expressed faith in Salter, but suppose he died suddenly? I 

knew that SCS had some good men in thecfield from the many confidential 
letters I had received from men who wanted to transfer to the Soil Survey. 


I had asked each man to go over the list of SCS men in his area with 
Simonson and to compile a list of possibilities, 


Also I had kept in close touch with Ray Heinen, He gave me copies of 
a rough policy statement for the men to read. I kept one and went over 
it very carefully and made many detailed suggestions for its improve-= 
ment, expecially in relation to scientific work and personnel, 


Never was I more tired in my life than at the end of the week, 


August 25 we met in Salter's office to discuss plans. Present were: 
Dykes, Williams, Hockensmith, Simonson, Allaway, Salter, and Kellogg. 
Dr. Salter did most of the talking at a high level of principle. He 
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wanted to preserve the "line organization" of SCS and the scientific 


integrity of the Soil Survey, It was lovely, but general. Too many 
details simply could not be discussed in one conference, 


Then Salter left for a week$ Don Williams, Hockensmith, Allaway, 
Simonsin, and myself met in the afternoons of August 25, 27, and 29. 
Hockensmith came to my office on the other days. We developed many 
flow charts, all of them partly unsatisfactory. 


I had a long private talk with Hockensmith August 26 in which I 
promised him full cooperation and complete frankness. I told him that 
some of the Soil Survey staff had questioned his integrity, but that 

I knew the pressure he had been under from Bennett who (Dykes told me 
privately) had wanted the early schemes (1912) to fail. He would need 
to lean over backwards a bit in being frank and honest with the staff. 
If he did, I was sure he would have their confidence. He promised to 
do his best. I accepted it in good faith, And he did, 


Allaway thought we could develop a good fhow chart and program with 
patience. Simonson remained rather pessimistic, 


It seemed wise early to have one Soils Division at the regional office 

and only one line of technical authority to the state soil scientist, _ 
This was contrary to the July 2@ statement and Williams was reluctant 

to approve. It also appeared obvious that Hockensmith was scared -- 
afraid that he could not hold his own with the Soil Survey staff members-- 
and wanted a high place in the flow chart, comparable to "Chief of the 
Soil Survey." That was absurd, Now it seemed to me that Hockensmith 

was not being frank and not keeping the promise that he made to me. 

But he did do his best. He felt too much loyalty to unable men, 


Over the next week-end I drew two much better flow charts to discuss 
with Salter September 2. Both provided for the Chief of the Soil 
Survey to be a member of the top staff of both Operations and Research 
and Surveys. It must be a man like Smith or Cline if I give it up 

for Assistant Chief, 


Parker dropped in to say that Bradfield had heard of the proposal from 
Salter. He said that Bradfield was at first strongly opposed to the 
transfer, but now agreed, Parker said he and Shaw told Pierre about it 
and that Pierre was opposed. I didn't go into detail with Parker 
because I could not trust him. While Parker was there a long distance 
telephone call from Knoxville was announced. Parker left like a shot. 
It was Joe Moon. He knew the story from Ligon and planned to see me 
the next Thursday. I hope we can get him back into the Soil Survey 
for the TVA cooperation. 


September 1 Allaway and Simonson came to look over the new charts 

and discuss them. We all agreed thay were better than any yet proposed, 
Reorganization of the Soil Survey (2) 
On September 2 I had copies made of the flow charts I drew August 31. 
These were desired in a conference in Salter(s office before lunch, 
Present were: Williams, Salter,Hockensmith, Allaway, Simonson, and 
Kellogg. In the flow charts (August 31) I proposed the Soil Survey 
would be intact. It would also serve as soil needs of SCS operations, 
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Salter suggested a compromise with the old SCS chart. This very much 
weakened the chart I drew in two ways: (1) Roy Hockensmith would stand 
in a special position in Operations as well as in Soil Survey. With 

his kind of loyalty he could become a serious block to cooperation 
rather than expedition, (2) Salter suggested having a staff of soil 
management people under the Assistant Chief of Operations for Soil 

and Plant Management (although Williams and Hockensmith had assured us 
that there would be none). Such a unit could expand to the detriment of 
the Interpretation Unit in the Soil Survey, I should prefer to see 

one unit under Allaway serve both Soil Survey and Operations, 


I had very little time alone with Salter, I told him any implication 
that Hockensmith was or might be superior to the other men on the 

Soil Survey senior staff was unthinkable, He agreed. Roy would not 

be in a higher grade, not about GS-1), and never considered for 

Chief, Soil Survey, I also told him that if I were to handle the other 
research I should need to spend most of my time on it for the next 

few months and that a man like Guy Smith should be appointed Chief of 
the Soil Survey. 


Shortly after we got started following lunch, Salter had to leave, 
Williams, Hockensmith, Simonson, Allaway, and I discussed the need 

for a description of activities in the regional offices under the 
"joint interpretation" of chart 2 of August 31. It was apreed that 
Hockensmith and Allaway would do that the next day. We also discussed 
personnel for the various places and the possibilities of combined 
offices at once at Milwaukee and Upper Darby. Several existing and 
potential State soil scientists were discussed. It was agreed that 
Templin should not go to Fort Worth and the Roberts should have his 
Choice of Albuquerque, New Mexico, or Portland, Oregon. . 


Since Salter staid away, the conference broke up at 3:30 p.m. and 
Simonson, Allaway, and I left for the Station. 


On the way back Allaway and Simonson indicated great disappointment 
with the conference, They felt that the Soil Survey might be so 
"fenced in" by the arrangement Salter proposed that our staff would 
have inadequate professional opportunity. I did not take such a dim 
view; but they talked strongly of resigning then. I was much put out 
and depressed by this. Why in hell they didn't say what they 

thought at the conference I didn't know! Obviously they had less faith 
in Salter than I did. Of course, they didn't know him well. And he 
had failed to make Parker behave. Neverthe less if the top staff 

did not go along to SCS I would not. They also objected now to combined 
offices at Upper Darby and Milwaukee, with SCS men on top, unless we 
take Spartanburg with Ligon on top also. 


When I returned home I had a series of telephone calls: 
1. Oliver, General Manaver of TVA. He called about Allbaugh for 


Dire¢tor of Agricultural Relations. Itold him that he was no 
better than Eric Winters, despite what other members of the staff 
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had told him. He agreed to wait a month for Starch or for me, 
He wanted me to come if things here did not work out. Very nice, 


2. Eric Winters could not come with Moon Thursday but could come 
September 10. I told him briefly of the plans here and that we 
_ Should like to have him in the job as Assistanb Chief of SCS 
Operations for Soil and Plant Management. He said he would be 
interested and would try to see Williams and Sadter September 10, 
. I told him we should like to have Moon joint -- between Soil 
Pe Survey and TVA -- to handle the programs in the Valley if Ligon 
/ went to Spartanburg. He agreed that it was a good idea, 


3. Don Williams Called, and I told him about Winterfs interest 
and suggested that we still didn't like the flow chart as 
revised by Salter, 


h. I called Allaway and explained Eric's interest. Allaway 
felt that if Eric would come things would look brighter, 


staff would not come the matter could become desperate. He suggested 
I call Salter. He said also that the meeting with the land-grant 
people would be postponed to sometime after September 12, 


Also he said that Salter vs Shaw and Moseman had a considerable 
Squabble over what research to transfer to BPISAE, The wanted 
drainage and irrigation but Salter said "no." We shall see. 


2 or 3 months of Study and the development of a program. Neither 
SCS nor BPISAE had any sort of program for research in soil 
management. Ray said Salter told him "Kellogg was right. We 
need such a study," 


O. 1 called Salter, told him briefly of our great concern, and 
asked for a private appointment. He promised to call the time 
Shortly after 9:00 a.m. 


fe Finally I reviewed the prospects with Roy Simonson, 
Reorganization of the Soil Survey (3) 

On September 3 Allaway, Simonson, and Kellogg had a frank discussion 

with Dr. Salter. Allaway and I explained our fears (1) of Hockensmith 
becoming a block to the flow of soil science from the Soil Survey to 
Operations, section on Soil and Plant Management. Dr. Salter assured 

us that he understood Hockensmith! s limitation, that his "liaison" position 
would be only temporary, and that he would not be superior in grade 

or rank to other staff members of the Soil Survey. He said that soil 
scientists in Soil and Plant Management of Operations would be approved 

by Kellogg as well as by Williams, Allaway seemed to be quite reassured, 
Simonson did not make any specific suggestions, He said generally that 

he felt the scientific work of the Soil Survey would be neglected, Dr, 
Salter took this as a reflection of "top management" and said so, 
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I had a short conference with Williams about the hope to get "Chart 
I Organization" for Spartanburg with Ligon on top, He agreed to 
explore it, 


After lunch Salter, Mohagen, and I had a preliminary talk about 
— the personnel picture. I insisted on grade GS-1), for the top staff 
of Soil Survey and regional chiefs of combined offices. Also. that 
State soil scientists of SCS would need to be about 1/2 replaced and 
the grades raised from GS-11 to GS-12 and to GS-13 for big states 
with complicated soils and relationships, There were no objections, 
Then we had a general exploration of all personnel problems. She is 
bvery intellegent, but Obviously jealous of her "empire." 


In*the evening at a party for Professor Baskett, Dr. Shaw tried to get 
me to say that transfer was "the only thing," I told him that no 
matter how he asked me, I should always say ‘T neither proposed nor 
objected, no more," 

| Reorganization of the Soil Survey () 

During the morning of September , I explained the whole plan, as 

of the moment to Dr, Guy Smith, who had been away for some ten 

days. I explained that when, as, and if my duties got too involved 

to give immediate attention to the Soil Survey, I should expect he 
might become Chief, 


Then I had a long talk with Dr. Alexander, as he had decided to go 
to SCS with the Soil Survey. I had told him that we were going 
to have our own laboratory so he would need to decide, 


Moon came in during the afternoon and we had a little talk. I 
explained that I thought he should never go back to his job in TVA, 
as either Director or Associate Director of Agricultural Relations, 
after his present sick leave, nor retire yet, but that he should take 
his old job with the Soil Survey, which was joint with TVA. (Salter 
and others thought this a good solution to our problem.) During the 
evening at my home we went over this in detail. I think he was 
entirely agreed. 


During the evening I had a long telephone conversation, While 
out of the room Moon said to Lucille, she reported later, "The 
thing is the boys in TVA don't understand me like Doc does," 


Before I left the office September Dr. Salter had called. He 
wanted me to discuss the research transfer with Carleton Barnes 
and come down to talk to the SCS regionsl soil scientists the 
next morning. 


In the evening I had a long telephone conversation with Barnes, 
“a We discussed SCS research. He told me that Nichols said that 
- "essentially all of the present SCS "research" is soil management," 
Of course, that was ridiculous and Nichols must have known it, 
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He was simply trying to "get in good with Shaw." That left Barnes 

in a difficult spot, made worse by the fact that Nichols! projects and 
reports were vague and unrevealing, I emphasized very firmly to 
Barnes that I didn't see how Salter could agree to transfer work 
dealing primarily with water in terms of stream flow or ground 

water, engineering, Hydrologys or the earth sciences, 


Friday, September 5, I had brief early conferences with Salter and 
Williams about the research deal. Parker and Nichols had in 

| mind to take all "SCS research" except the Soil Survey to BPISAE, 

| f insisted that drainage, irrigation, hydrology, and the like 

should stay in SCS -- all those things that are primarily earth 
science, water, or engineering. I suggested the split could be 

made between "area research" and "experimental plots" better than 

| anywhere else, Then, as an immediate practical matter, one doubted 
from the record that Parker could either work out a program of research 
| = or cooperate with other agencies, 


I spoke for 1-1/2 hours with the regional soil scientists, explaining 

| how I thought we should approach our problems and: work together, 

: Afterwards, Miss Mohagen, Williams, Allaway, and especially Hockensmith, 
seemed very pleased. Except for Paschall, and possibly, just 
possibl¢y, Lewis and Marshall, They were afraid, Apparently 
the day before they had given Hockensmith a rough time: They had 
been "soild down the river" and "Kellogg and his bright boys were 
moving in and taking over completely." But they obviously felt 
better after my talk. 


In the afternoon I explained briefly to Whitlock where I thought we 
would place him -- that Orsini would be in Operations and the 

"Soil Map Compilation" would include our facilities and people and 
part of SCS under him. This would, in turn, be under a soil scientist. 


In late afternoon Marling Cline called from Idaho that he had a 
wire from Riecken asking him to come in for the Land-Grant 
Conference. He suggested that Bradfield substitute because of the 
distance. I agreed, partly for this reason and partly because of 
his special relation to this Division this summer. 


Shaw's office called to say there was a meeting of Salter, Shaw, 
Moseman, and myself with the "Research Committee of Nine" Saturday 
morning, 


Saturday morning, September 6, Dr. Moseman came by and we went 

¥ down to this meeting attended by we foun from USDA and several 
experiment station directors (Iowa, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, 
California, New Mexico, North Carolina, and perhaps others). The 
whole matter was explained in broad terms and they were pleased, 
One said; "Now we have Shaw, Salter, and Kellogg -- three honest 
men who can sit down and work these things out." Yet I could see 
again that Shaw was expecting more transfer from SCS than Salter 
would agree to, 
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It was agreed that Campbell (Rhode Island), Chairman of ESCOP, 
would write to the directors September 8 and that Salter and Shaw 
would send a joint statement September 10, which Heinen and I 

_ were to prepare. Dr. Salter announced that Kellogg would handle 
surveys, research, and research relations for SCS. 


I said it would be helpful to have the Soil Surgey Committee of 

the Land-Grant group meet with us to help work out details. Andre 
of lowa said, "Will you pay the expense?" I replied that I hadn't 
thought of it. He said, "Well, if you want their advice you should 
pay for it." What a narrow point of view I pointed out that the 
Land-Grant Committee on Soil Survey had been set up to advise the 
colleges as well as the Department. Several others agreed and said 
the Committee "should be independent." But at the end Andre said, 
"You should pay the expenses." I refrained from making the obvious 
retort. 


At the close one or two remarked, "If Kellogg is going to SCS there 
is certainly a new day and a better one," 


, 02 the way back home Dr. Moseman pressed me to agree that nearly all 
SCS research" should be transferred, I agreed on that which dealt 
experimentally with soil management systems per se, to discover 
principles for their change and development. But the various soil 
management systems, accepted as such, used to study water should not, 


In the afternoon, A. H. Paschall and Albert Klingebiel were brought 
to my garden by Dr. Guy Smith. We had a general discussion of the 
problem. I got only a fair impression of Paschall. He seemed a 
bit superficial and rather opportunistic. Klingebiel struck me as 
a sounder more thoughtful man. I thought we should have him in the 
work by all means, 


I talked with Dr. Bradfield by phone at his home urging the 
importance of an early meeting here with me of the Land-—Grant 
Committee on Soil Survey. He agreed, 


I worked out a definition of "soil management research" to guide 
the selection of "SCS research" to be transferred to BPISAE, I 
called Dr. Barnes and gave it to him. He agreed to the following : 


‘oe 
Note: In retyping inserts, page numbers were changed, 
| hence a few numbers dropped out. 
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"Soil management research: To study the behavior of combinations 


of soil treatments and cropping systems, in relation to yields and 


a" 


quality of crops and to soil productivity (including soil fertility, 
mossture, tilth, and similar characteristics and qualities) under 


experimental control on specific kinds of soil, in order to establish 


4 


principles of soil-plant relationships as a partial basis for recommending 


¢ 


soil management practices to farm operators according to the kinds of 


- 
_ 


soil on their farms, 


Many other kinds of research, not included with soil manacenent 


a 


research, involve the acceptance and use of recognized soil and plant 


AS 


i 


management systems and principles in order to study other important 


_ principles, either through geographic correlation or experimental 
' 


ah 
iy 


7 comparison, such as those principles controlling the behavior of 


J 
¥ 


water in watersheds or other areas as related to combinations of climate, 


relief, geological substrata, kinds of soil, vegetation, and land use, 


‘ey 


‘Thus researches designed to establish the engineering and geographic 


° 
} 
oe 


principles for irrigation, drainage, runoff.estimation, flood prevention, 


d water control, sedimentation, land reclamation and clearing, 
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ormation, and the genesis of such landscape features as gullies, 
- a 6 . 

dunes, alluvial terraces, erosion pavements, slips, seepage spots, 
o, | 

| the like, are not included in soil management research." 


| | ae 
i Qn September 10 at Shaw's request a statement of the general 


- 


ae 
‘plan was sent out to the Experiment Station Committee on Policy (ESCOP ) 


A 
(7 


of the Land-Grant Association. The chairman of the Committee 


eae> 
wired their approval on September 15. 
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. Reorganization of the Soil Survey (5) 


Progress was slow after September 6, I had talked again to the regional 
soil scientists of SCS especially on September 10. As a group, they 

and senior staff members of the Soil Survey went over the document of 
July 22 for revisions. I think they felt a little better about the 
proposal but were still obviously worried as individuals about their 
place in the ultimate program, 


The same day, September 10, I met Dr. Eric Winters and introduced 
him to Mr. Don Williams, At that time I thought he would be offered 
the position in Operations as head of the Soil and Plant Management 
group of divisions, 


I also worked with Ray Heinen on the preparation of a statement.by Salter 
and Shaw to go to all the experiment station directors. This supplemented 
the statement of September 9 sent to them by Director Campbell, Chairman 
of ESCOP, 


A committee had been meeting with Dr. Carleton Barnes to decide on the 
items to be transferred from SCS research to the soil management 
division of the Bureau of Plant Industry, This committee consisted of 
Barnes, Parker, Nichols, and Don Williams, I had been fearful that 
Parker and Nichols would insist on very large transfers, including 
research not really soil management and which they would not be qualified 
to direct. After conversations with Barnes, Moseman, and Williams, I 
developed a definition for the guidance of the committee. As the 
committee proceeded, I learned from various conversations with Barnes 
and Williams that my worst fears were justified -- that Parker was 
making unreasonable demands for the transfer of work to the Bureau of 
Plant Industry that had to do primarily with hydrology, sedimentation, 
and engineering. The evening of September 17th, I had a long 
telephone conversation with Don Williams. He said that that afternoon 
he had simply “blown up", and explained why he would never agree to 
the proposals that Parker had made. Earlier in that day I had talked 
With both Williams and Barnes about the need for sticking to the 
definition I had written. Probabhy the matter won't be settled until 
Salter and Shaw do it. It was very interesting to me that neither 
Parker nor Parks had seen fit to discuss any of this with me. At 

noon September 16, Omer Kelley told me in the lunchroom that he wanted 
to have a talk. I said, "0O.K." 


He called my office about 1:00, and I returned the call about 1:15 
and said he might come right over. He didn't come, and later 
called that he was "tied up." Interestingly, he stayed, "tied up!" 


On Friday, September 12 the Soil Survey staff went over the list of 
State soil scientists and rated them according to their adaptability 
for the work. I gave a copy of this to Roy Hockensmith the following 
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Tuesday. He was somewhat disturbed that we felt several needed to 
be replaced, (He did not keep this confidential as he promised to do.) 


During the week before September 19, Allaway and Hockensmith had been 
working on the revised statement, which I went over with them. This 

was to be sent for comment to the regional soil scientists and regional 
correlators. It appeared that Hockensmith was now realizing that his 
future was tied into the Soil Survey, and his attitude was much improved, 


Plans were made for a meeting of several of us from Washington with 
the regional directors in Omaha on October 7 and)8. Plans were 
also developing for a meeting with the Soil Survey Committee of 
ESCOP for two days beginning October 1, 


i 

| September 18 I had a long confidential discussion with Dr. Sterling 
% Hendricks in an attempt to lay the groundwork for a future request 

to him by Dr. Moseman that he take a position as head of a division 

) of basic soil research in the Bureau, including all the non-Soil Survey 
| work now under Dr, Alexander!s supervision plus the laboratory at 
Ithaca and the one at Riverside. Dr, Moseman and I had been a little 
afraid that Sterling might not want to do this, As he pointed out, 
probablyParker would not favor it. Of course the reason was that 
Sterling had such enormous prestige that Parker was afraid of him; 

he wouldn't be, able to push him around. I also emphasized the 
importance of Hendricks taking my position as Chairman of the 

Bureau Personnel Advisory Committee when I left. I thought he 

would do that too. Thus the groundwork was laid for Moseman to_ 

make these moves at the appropriate time. 


September 18 I called the Division staff together and gave them 

an oral informal review of our general plans. Although the aim had 
been to keep the whol%t thing confidential until the Secretary's 
announcement, that turned out to be impossible. So many people had 
learned a little about it that rather vicious rumors were current 
in place of real information, 


I had talked with Ray Heinen on the 18th and he thought it possible 
that the Secretary would issue the announcement the next week, 


Reorganization of the Soil Survey (6) 


On Saturday morning September 20th, I had long telephone conversations 
with Don Williams and Ray Heinen. They were both worried over the 
wrangle the committee (Barnes, Parker, Williams, and Nichols) had 
gotten into over the research to be transferred from SCS to BPISAE, 
Although up to then all documents and statements had referred to 

"soil management research," now at that late date, Parker and Shaw 
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insisted on "soil, crop, and water management research on farms," which 

I was far broader than Salter had agreed to. Apparently Parker, Rarks, 
Kelley, and Shaw were going to insist, come hell or high water, that 

the irrigation and drainage work of SCS, including the engineering 
research, come to BPI, Ray said that Secretary Brannon would be here only 
| the week of September 22-26, and then out until after election. I 

| insisted that we must hold to "soil management research" and work out 

the adjustments within those terms, 


Shaw was apparently very sure that he could get his way -- that the 
Secretary would be forced to follow his guidance in this matter, I 
then thought Shaw was getting himself in a position to be badly 
handled by the Secretary. I felt sure then that Shaw had looked at 
the whole arrangement as a trade. 


I had a long talk with Dr. Moseman and tried to get him to take a 

more reasonable attitude. It was obvious that Parker and Parks had 
told him that he should not expect to hold them responsible for the 
soil management research unless he went all out for the broad statement 
and big transfer. With examples, I attempted to show him why Dr. Salter 
could not approve. I stated that it was my opinion that in a row 
brought to the Secretary, Salter would win, not Shaw; and that the 
result might even be more drastic -- all soil research to SCS for 
example. I also reminded him, personally, that Salter and Kellogg 

| were his best friends in the Department and that he should be sure 

he was supporting a logical position. I hastened to add that T 

should be the last to suggest that he should support any position that 
did not believe in but that he should study Parker's proposals very 
carefully and understand the reasons for them -- whether for research 

| on soils or for "empire building". 


September 22 I sent out copies of a revision of the July 22 document, 
dated September 19, for our senior staff to criticize, 


The evening of September 22nd Ray Heinen called and said that a big 
blow-up might come the next day. H. H. Bennett (probably through 
Norton), was all excited over the proposed transfer and had gotten 
Some of the leaders in the Association of Soil Conservation District 
Supervisors stirred up to meet with the Secretary at 10:30 September 
234 Just as he and I predicted, This would have been avoided if 
Shaw and Parker had not tried to change the rules at a late date, 

He said he had been in touch with Dr. Salter by phone. Waters Davis, 
the president of the Association was on Salter''s side, Ray said he 
would make a try to get the order signed before the meeting. What 

a a mess! 


Later that same evening Don Williams called, also much worried. I 
reviewed my talk with Dr. Moseman and explained that we in the SCS 

‘ Should have no objection to irrigation and drainage or other water 
= control on research plots under experimental control for the study 
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of the principles of soil management. He said he had already agreed 
to that! What a businesst Salter had told him a few hours earlier 
not to agree to the proposals of Shaw and Parker for transfer of SCS 
irrigation and drainage (engineering) research, nor to the broad 
language proposed for use in the Secretary's order, Salter had 
written Shaw an airmail letter which should reach him by September 23, 


| Interestingly, neither Parker nor any of his associated discussed the 
| matter directly with me. This was a pity because it would have been 
| resolved easily had they done so, 


In the afternoon of September 23 Mr. N. A. Back and Mr. Howard L. Cook, 
| assigned to flood control work in the Secretary's Office, called and 

| reviewed the great difficulties they had had in getting reasonable 

| and honest reports from SCS Operations. It was a bad story. Then 

| we had a general discussion of the problem with special regard to 
research needs, 


In the evening of September 23 I called Ray Heinen and he had no 

bad news on the conference in the Secretary's office that afternoon 
with representatives of the Association of Soil Conservation District 
Supervisors objecting to this proposed reorganization. I had mentioned 
to Dr. Moseman just after lunch that a protest meeting was organi zed 
and that it was too bad the order had been held up, which was at the 
insistence of ARA, Then Moseman called Ray. Ray had told him the 
Story. Moseman urged Ray to call Shaw, which he did. Ray said 

Shaw made little of it and took the attitude that "SCS was trying 

to high-pressure him." That angered Heinen. It seemed to me that 
Shaw was playing high. F 


In the morning of September 2) Heinen called to say that he had 
talked with the Secretary early that morning. The conference the 

day before was not "hot." In fact, Brannon could hardly understand 
why Heidrich (legislative representive of the Association of Soil 
Conservation District Supervisors) wanted to see him. He told the 
Secretary that some people were worried about the transfer, including 
Dr. Kellogg, but he thought that it was perfectly natural and 
understandable that Dr. Salter would want Dr. Kellogg with him. 


Yet Ray was still uncertain over the signing of the order, Shaw 
Said he would deal only with Salter, so that postponed it, 


Note: In retyping inserts, page numbess were changed, hence a 
few numbers dropped out. 
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F tia Soph 


Alice! fiance, Fred Hays had been killed in Korea. She was broken 


up but not quite so badly as his family. Fred was the only son of an 
old family that had a dairy farm near Barnesville. His father's 
brother was a practicing physician in Hyattsville, Mr. Hays went so 
mach to pieces that Mary Alice drove hin to a couszns home on the 
Sastern Shore for a few days. 

As tine went on Mary Alice drew into herself more than usual, 
The people at Barnesville kept asking her to come out. In the late 

| winter Mary Alice noticed a story in her sorority magazine about a 
one-year course in administration given jointly by Radcliffe College 
_ and the Harvard School of Business. Lucille encouraged this interest 
in the hopes that she would get away. Finally this worked out. 
Although everything was very tense at the office I recall one 
moment that seemed funny to me oer and it does yet. Dr. Hub Allaway 
was a man of extremes. One day he would be in fine fettle and the 


z 


next day pessimistic. He would g0 down and visit Hockensmith and the 
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fine. us said, "Hub, this is going to be a very difficult job. Norton 
and Bennett have been working against us for years. All of that 

wont wash out in one afternoon, || 

I recall that he came in to see me one morning after he had 

been with Roy Hockensmith the day before. He said, "Doc, we've got 

to be careful about saying that we have to know the name of the soil 

in order to give a farmer advice. You know, we can tell a farmer a lot 
about the management of sandy or clayey soils, wet or dry soils, and z 
hilly or level soils," He went on at some length about this, 

When he got ticdede I said to him, "There's a lot to what you 
Say, Hub. But how many farmers who will be serious about wanting a 
farm plan don't already know that much about their soils?’ We need to 
tell them these simple things correctly in order to get their confidence 
but they know them already. Our job, Hub, is to tell them what they 

‘n don! t know and cannot see for themselves, and this takes hard dicging 
and accurate soil classification and interpretation, 


Hub looked at me and the brain washing of the day before slid 


out of him, "You know, Doc," he said, "That is an awfully important point." 
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Biber, 2 
: As Ray Heinen had predicted, the delay in transfer plans 


d by failures to agree on what should be transferred from SCS 


earch to the Bureau, gave time for opposition to build up. 


ently Bennett, Norton, Zimmerman, and others had stirred 
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September} 1952. 


At the time I would need her competence most Dotty (Burel) 

told me that she would have to resign. She had been away on maternity 
leave. The feet of the new-born baby were not entirely right and 

the physician told her that they should be massaged every two or 

three hours for a long time. I knew I would have very little 


possibility of ever having another secretary who could equal Dotty. 
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Late September 25, Waters Davis, president of the NASCD, came into 
Washington for conferences on September 26. He was joined by George R. 
Heidrich, vice-president. Ray Heinen called me a little after 9:00 
o'clock the morning of September 26, and explained that Don Williams 
wanted me to come to the South Building in order to go to lunch with 
him, I drove down in time for Ray and Don to fill me in, Apparently 
Bennett and Norton had done a good job of stirring up these people, 
especially Heidrich, 


They had been told that Kellogg opposed conservation, that he opposed 
the soil conservation districts, and that he would want to turn the 
SCS over to the State colleges, The basic purpose, of course, was to 
get after Salter through Kellogg. 


Don and I had lunch with them. They asked some pointed questions about 
capability mapping and about districts, And I asked them some, The 
conversation was pleasant. Davis was very energetic, conceited, and 
really quite confused about the purposes and needs of the Department! s 
conservation program. He asked, for example, "How long would it take 

to complete the land classification of the United States if SCS with all 
its 13,000 employees were at the one job?" There were others like it. 
"Why not have Congress pass a law basing wheat or other crop quotas on 
‘land capability' rather than the history of use?" I then went into 
some explanation of the land use capability classes and why they were 
not uniform. I also pointed out that Congress would be exceedingly 
unlikely to pass legislation of this sort that would have the effect 

of putting the program completely into the hands of a Federal bureaucracy. 
I did suggest that it would be possible, considering our knowledge 

of soils and the other relevant factors, to develop acceptable — 

figures by States and perhaps even by counties, but I thought the 
distribution within the counties should need to be the responsibility 

of a local committee only guided by soil maps and other recommendations 
of Department people. 


After lunch Davis gave me a handful of folders -- propaganda for the 
NASCD -- and said, "Be sure to read all of this before you come to 
Omaha." (I was astonished to see that less than one third of the 
districts had paid their full dues to the Association after these 
several years). In the afternoon, at Davis request, I attended a 
conference which he had arranged for some time Before with represen-= 
tatives of the Forest Service, PMA, SCS, BLM, Bureau of Reclamation, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and others on how to develop a program 
and statement of conservation needs on both public and private lands, 
He started out by saying that he had been asked by districts in the 
West to urge Congress for more funds for this work on public land. He 
Poaitsed—thas—i+—weuld-be-an-cnerneus-fiparey-—-Ln-his-inbnoductory 
He: thought that his organization should present a 20-year plan to 


Congress giving the total conservation needs for both public and private 


land. He realized that it would be an enormous figure. In his 
introductory statement he suggested that we should make the calculations 
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i on the assumption of "maximum production." Several pointed out that 
this would be an enormous figure and would result in more production 
than the country could handle. There was a good deal of confused 

i discussion following this introduction, and I finally made a specific 
| proposal that everyone agreed to, I pointed out that we should need to 
make some economic assumptions about prices, wages, exports, and 

| population. I suggested that we use the ones already worked out so 

| carefully for 1975 in the Paley report. We could then make two sets 
of calculations: (1) What would be required to prevent further 
Significant soil depletion, and (2) About what would be required to 
meet the agricultural requirements in 1975? 


Everyone, including Davis, agreed with this and the conference broke 
up. In explaining the problem I pointed out that if parity prices 
were suddenly changed to 125, an enormous amount of land would be 
brought into use through combined drainage, irrigation, and heavy 
fertilization. 


| The following weekend I talked with Ray Heinen on the phone and found 

| that these two gentlemen, Davis and Heidrich, had completely mis- 
understood my remarks (at least claimed they did), and said it was 
obvious that Kellogg was not in favor of conservation and that he 

| thought the matter could be handled by adjusting parity price$ Don 

| Williams was there, and of course assured Ray that I had made a very 
sound statement. In fact my proposal had saved the conference, 


Monday, September 29, I had a dental appointment. While in the 

| dentist's office, Ray Heinen called me that Waters Davis had asked 
him to send him by airmail special delivery The soils that Support us 
and my principal statement of the last four or five years. I got 
these together after lunch and sent Ray three books, three bulletins, 
and about thirty other papers. Ray thought that Davis intended to 

go through these and perhaps prove that Kellogse was not interested 

in conservation. I explained to Ray that I would not want Dr. Salter 
to get into trouble in this, and to be sure that he did not do 
anything for me that would jeopardize his own position, 


Salter returned on Tuesday, September 30, and spent a good deal of his 
time planning the agenda for the meeting in Omaha the next week with 
the regional directors of the SCS and the officers of the NASCD, 
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“4 We, of course, were quite concerned about how our state soil 
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Ve % - Lh be 
y cooperators would take the proposed reorganization. Most of 


_had not been favorable to the SCS surveys, especially Dr. W. H.. 
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2 of Iowa. So Dr. Salter and I arranged for conferences here 


fit 

1 representatives of the states. 

: a 

_ The first one was held on Wednesday October 1. 
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USDA=Land Grant Meeting on Soil Survey, October 1-2, 1952 


October l. } 

Present: Robert M. Salter, Byron T. Shaw, Donald A. Williams, 

; Charles E. Kellogg, Carlton P. Barnes, Roy D. Hockensmith, 

| Guy Smith, J. K. Ableiter, William H. Allaway, and Roy W. Simonson, 
For the States: Frank F, Riecken, F. J. Muckenhirn, 

Richard Bradfield, S. S, Obenshain, C. L. W. Swanson, and 

R. H. Walker, 


Dr. Shaw started the meeting with a brief introduction of its 

| purpose. Dr. Salter outlined the problem of great need for accurate 
soil surveys in the SCS program, He emphasized that full consideration 
would be given to the scientific aspects of soil survey and to its 
many other functions for agencies needing soil surveys. 


Kellogg made a very brief statement of the opportunities and turned 
the discussion over to Don Williams, 


Williams explained the general process by which we in the Department 
had arrived at our present understandings and suggestions. He 
pointed out that we fully realized that the SCS will need to broaden 
| its outlook and its program. He stressed the need for various kinds 
. of soil survey interpretations -- for work in districts, for the 
Bureau of Reclamation, and for many other agencies. He realized 
| that some changes in thinking would need to come within the SCS, more 
in some places than in others. He felt sure that these changes 
could be made on an objective basis, 


Riecken than made a general statement of the problem from the point 
of view of the States. He emphasized: (1) How is & land-grant 
college to get proper Support and adequate finances and staff to 

carry on truly cooperative service? (2) Colleges have looked upon the 
Soil Survey as a research activity and have dealt with it on those 
terms, At least formerly, the SCS programs have not followed the 
research method, 


Bradfield emphasized: (1) The need for a broad balanced program 

to satisfy the needs of all farmers, (2) Above all else, the high 
Scientific standing of the Soil Survey as an institution must be 

| maintained, The opportuhities for research and high scholarship 
must be maintained, even though the results do not have a direct 
bearing on any of the SCS action programs, He said that State 
people know Salter and Kellogg, and have no fear of ther intentions 


in this respect. (3) Soil Survey publications must be kept more 
current, 


Muckenhirn emphasized: (1) The need for full State-USDA cooperation 
regardless of relative financial contributions. (2) The broad research 
basis for soil Surveys, and recommendation of the wide use of soil 
SurveyS. He pointed out that soil Classification is not final, and 
that research is needed as we go along. (3) He also emphasized the 
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publication problem. We need to reduce the lag, and we also need to 

be aware of possible conflicts between the needs of the action programs 
and the requirements of sound scientific scholarship. (lh) He was 
concerned about how the information is given farmers, and the 

relative roles of Extension Service and the SCS, 


Swanson endorsed what the others had said, and expressed concern 
i over the "climate of opinion" within which the work will be done, 


Obenshain endorsed the previous statement. He expressed full confidence 
H in Salter and Kellogg, and pointed out that they alone éan not keep 
| the program on a proper basis. 


| Walker reviewd briefly the meeting we had with the Committee of Nine. 
H He was hopeful of the outcome, but emphasized that the program must 
be fully cooperative regardless of relative financial contributions, 


Carleton Barnes emphasized the importance of meeting the general needs 
outside of agriculture, and that in recent meetings in the Bureau of the 
Budget concern was expressed as to whether the new program would meet 
these other needs -~ Army, public roads, and so on. 


Salter then discussed his familiar ideas of the general relationship 
between SCS and the land-grant colleges, and pointed out the very 

| large problem of on-farm service that the SCS would give to farmers 
in districts, He pointed out that we cannot separate the practices 

| required for soil protection and those required for soil improvement, 
| All forms of soil deterioration must be considered, Together we must 
develop a way to maximize our knowledge about soil use and put it to 
work on individual farms, 


During a short intermission, Dr. Salter had to leave. Then Kellogg 
outlined in general the tentative plan developed by the staff in 
Washington for discussion with this committee and with the regional 
directors. As he presented this, discussion arose on several indi- 
vidual points. 


After lunch, Don Williams explained the scheduling of the time of 
soil scientists and the&i service to farm planners besides ithe 
specific soil mapping. This was followed by a great deal of general 
discussion and the answers to REY ORE EQOA 


Riecken suggested asort of State Advisory Committee representing 
all users of soil surveys to help plan a program within a State, 
a This seemed to be agreeable to everyone, 


Between them, Williams and Kellogg explained the general plan within 
the Service, including a rough flow chart, and how arrangements for 
work would be made. Kellogg laid emphasis on the Planning Conference 
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of the National Cooperative Soil Survey and the proposed Soil Survey 
conferences by land-grant regions. 


The representatives of the States expressed several areas of deep 
concern, which were discussed by Williams and me as best we could. 

(1) The great national and international standing of the Soil Survey. 
(2) The danger that the Soil Survey might become exclusively concerned 
with the district program. (3) That the classification and mapping 
work might become too standardized with reduced opportunity for the 
"free scholar." (l) That State conservationists now have and may 

have in the future far too much veto power on the soil survey program. 
(5) That educational work by the Soil Survey itself with farm planners 
and others may conflict with the State Extension Service. (6) Concern 
over publication policy. (7) Concern for the necessary training of 
junior soil scientists before they are assigned to work on their own. 


After discussing these points, Kellogg emphasized the following points: 
(1) Funds used for soil survey activities that are included in the 

funds voted by the Congress for cooperation with districts must be 

used for that purpose. There is, of course, administrative leeway 

in how they are used. (2) Need for the development jointly of a 
25-year program to complete the soil survey, with priorities, that 

| would get well ahead of immediate farm planning needs and with a 

body of argument for support in the Congress and in the State legis- 

jJatures. (3) Need for more full interpretations for all users on 

a full cooperative basis at the State level. (1) The conference is 

| discussing plans for new work. It will take a lot of time to review 

the old work, some of which will need to be written off, (5) Need 

| _to publish the significant soil boundaries and the objective seil 
descriptions. Beyond these two requirements, many methods can be 
used for presenting and timing interpretations. (6) The strongest 

| argument to depend on with regional directors, State conservationists, 

| and all other people concerned will be good and helpful work. (7) 

The need for a strong, continuing land-grant committee on soil survey. 


On the whole, the meetings that day went well. Bradfield left a 
bit early. He made an excellent statement endorsing the plan but 
showing full appreciation of the many difficult problems. 


The State people met by themselves in the evening and there was 
a second joint meeting Thursday, October end. 


| Present: Donald A. Williams, Roy D. Hockensmith, Charles E. Kellogg, 
Guy Smith, J. K. Ableiter, Roy W. Simonson, ©, P. Barnes, 
For the States: S. S. Obenshain, Frank D. Riecken, 
R. H. Walker, C. L. W. Swanson, and R. J. Muckenhirn. 


Williams proposed that the Committee, before leaving, give Dr. Shaw 
a brief letter outlining the chief points of concern. 
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Muckenhirn pointed out that the Committee had no objection to the 
consolidation, but had many serious aspects of concern. 


(1) We need to provide in the program that the long-time ends of 

the Soil Survey will be assured. We need to have an increased num- 
ber of sounty-wide surveys. I explained again our plans for such 
surveys and that we hoped for additional funds. Both Riecken and 
Obenshain insisted that a lot could be done now in that direction 
without violating the principle of using operational funds to help 
districts. Muckenhirn said that now the university can get no heap 
from the SCS for surveys. Riecken said SCS now sends soil scientists 
into county-wide surveys for only a few weeks at a time, and that 
they cannot work effectively. He insisted that much of the SCS work 
was inadequate and needed drastic revision. Riecken was skeptical 
that we could improve the quality of "farm planning soil surveys." 
All of the State representatives questioned whether policies agreed 
on in Washington would in fact get down to the regions and the States. 
At this point Williams explained how the administration operates in 
SOS, and specifically how Dr. Salter operates, 


(2) Muckenhirn also expressed great concern over the scientific 
work. He feared that the action agency requirements might subordinate 
Lt. 


(3) Muckenhirn suggested revision of the plan to avoid conflict 
with the Extension Service. He was worried about the training of 
people outside the SCS in the use of soil survey information. 


(4) The State people suggested emphasis on joint appointments of 
soil survey party chiefs and others, 


(5) They were concerned that the State people were not then informed 
on what areas were being mapped and were scheduled. 


(6) The State people should like more voice in the assignment of 
the individual soil surveyors according to their competence, 


Riecken expressed a general fear that the effect of the program might 
be to serve the needs of SCS wonderfully, and yet spell the death of 
the State soil surveys. Kellogg replied that this was a danger, and 
the most important element in the solution was more understanding and 
more support for the work in the colleges themselves, 


There followed a detailed discussion of many of the points in the 
tentative outlin. Since I entered so actively in this discussion 

my notes were incomplete. I asked Hockensmith and Simonson to keep 
detailed notes. We agreed to make several of the changes they proposed 
and Hockensmith and Simonson were to rewrite these sections the 
following week. 


The conference closed at noon. In the afternoon the State representatives 
gathered in Mr. Hockensmith's office to develop their letter to Dr. Shaw. 
A few questions arose that were handled informally. 
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Dr. F. F. Riecken's letter to /r. Shaw on behalf of the state 


representatives simply reiterated the main problems they had brought 
forth in the discussions. They were especialiy concerned over maintenance 
af the scientific and research aspects of the Soil Survey and the 
principle of Re peiiod in the work, 

It was of considerable satisfaction to me that during all of 
these conferences the Experiment Station people had repeated apain 

and again that they had full confidence in Salter and Kellogg but 

that epics worried about the other officers in SCS. 

October 2, Ray told me thet Salter was prepared for a real fight 
if there was any objection to my coing into the SCS. I repeated 

again to Ray that Salter should do nothirg that would jeopardize his 
own position of leadership; that that was much more important than my 
own place as an individuals; that after all I could find lots of work 

to do. Ray said that Dr. Salter took the position that the success 
— SCS depended upon my coming there, and he was goins to fight it 


out, come hell or high water. I explained to Ray that I didn't pick 


scraps, but if when I went to Omaha these people started some kind 


1 

it ~ - ; Lf) p ) 

j 

f 

i 

it 

|| i 

7 

| 

| 

MAT ( 

a j i re e «te #4 
ig OF “er oel 


be “id ite gor - 


4.49) AD “Ur ae ‘weet One ae 


oe 


elit pF oe” bens be Famer ti ratodh he ie 


i 


yr ji CE (1952) -505— 


 biegest fight they have ever had and really give them the works - that 
probably they would lose their tempers while I would not, and the rest 
of the boys would have some amusement, again come hell or high water. 
Lucille tui I were quite concerned about Mary Alice who was 
still on the astern Shore with Sprigg Hays, Fred's father, 

Dr. Salter was insistent that I go out to the meeting in Omaha 
with the regional directors of SCS and the officers of NASCD. On 

the way is Sunday evening October 5, I told him that any citigen 

had a right to question me about my opinions and get reasonable answers 
but if they question my integrity as a scientist or as a public 
servant there could easily be a big row. He laughed and answered 
only, "You're the doctor." 

On the same train were several others from the SCS as well as 


Dr. Shaw and Dr. Moseman, 
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We arrived in Omaha Monday evening and started our conferences the 

nek morning. The high officials of the NASCD were already in session. 

This included the area vice-presidents and directors -- a total of some 
| 25 or 30 people. I suspect that they had already been primed by George 
Heidrich and Waters Davis, perh als more especially Davis' assistant 

| Southworth, that Kellogg was Suspect. Adjacent to the main tabhe 

| were seated the seven regional directors of SCS, Dr. Shaw, Dr. Moseman, 
Mr. Dykes, Mr. Heinen, Mr. Williams, and Dr, Kellogg. Dri Salter 

took the chair and explained the proposal of combining the Soil Survey 

in the 50S and the soil management work in the BPI. He was followed 

by Dr. Shaw, and Dr. Salter said that he understood that some questions 
| had been raised about Dr, Kellogg, and that since he was there, he 

| should speak to them, 


I spoke to them as I would to any other serious agricultural audience, 
I explained that I had been concerned with soil research including soil 
| surveys for a period of some eighteen years in the Department and that 
| our whole effort had been to make as big a contribution as we could to 
| efficient farming, and so on. I laid particular emphasis on the need 
for the work being both practical and scientific -- that unless it were 
scientific it could hardly be practical, I emphasized this point 
especially strongly. 


Then I went on to say that I had been, of cours interested also in 
the other agricultural programs as they related to the use of soil 
Survey and other researches. I told them that I had written several 
Papers along this line (which brought out several smiles, since 
Southworth had just been through the whole business looking for 
Paragraphs to damage me), I pointed out that I had been interested 
in two things in those papers, 


| 1. I was concerned to show that through the proper use of science 
| we could solve our major land problems; that it had been easier to 
| dramatize the failures; but that for each dramatic failure I could 
point out many more quiet Successes. I used several illustrations, 


| 2. I also was much concerned that we develop local leadership to take 
responsibility for the local programs, Of course, I hadn{t specifically 
mentioned soil conservation district Supervisors or any other group, 
Since it would not have been appropriate for me to have done so. In 
this discussion one lig@tener interrupted: "Certainly you don't think 
there is much danger of a Federal bureaucratic control in the United 
States." | said, "I am concerned, It has already happened in over 

half the countries of the world," [ie continued briefly with my LAAt 


experiences in Italy and Germany before the war and in the Soviet 
Union since the war. | 


There were a few questions, which I answered forthrightly. 


Shortly after I had started my speech, I had the definite feeling that 

I was talking to a friendly group that was with me. From subsequent 
Statements I believe that to be true. In other words, the little stink 
bomb that Mr. Norton or whomever planted with Mr. Jeidrich and Yr. Davis 
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sputtered and went out. During the question period, I had questions 
from Mr. Alf Larsen, Dr. Dave Doneen, Mr. John Faulkner, and Mr. Bill 
Richards. They seemed friendly. At the end Mr. Waters Davis was 


friendly and in good humor. (Insert x at bottom of page) 


I had lunch with Mr. Southworth and Mr. Heinen, at whtéth we had a 
frank discussion about Southworth's reacing of my papers. These were 
sent out by Special Air Mail the week before at a cost of $20.00, I 
learned later that he tore sentences out of context and wrote a lot 
of distorted stuff "to prove"“that I was against soil sonservation 
districts for the NASCD officials, 


In the afternoon of October 7, we had a meeting with the regional 
directors of SCS and the top SCS staff in Washington, along with 

Shaw and Moseman. Salter emphasized the great responsibility that the 
SCS was assuming in taking on the Soil Survey. He emphasized that the 
research work of the Soil Survey and its broad program of service 

must be maintained and strengthened. 


Don Williams, with some help from me, explained our flow chart and 

our tentative proposal. This discussion went on for two or three hours. 
At the end of it, Dr. Salter went around to each regional director for 
his comment. Patrick approved. Musser approved. Luker approved, but 
pointed out that he didn't quite understand the general survey need. 
McClymonds approved. Merrill said that we needed to consider the soil 
survey needs in relation to other needs. He said he didn't favor 
taking money for cooperation with the districts (Public 6 money) for 
the soil survey. His view seemed rather narrow. He said he hoped 
that the interim period would be short. He said that many soil meps 
were not permanent because of increase in erosion. Christ said he 

was worried about the cost. He made a rather rambling statement. He 
didn't want to go back to "old conventions." He said soil surveys 
made in 1900 were out of date, and appeared to suggest that new 
surveys would be no better. He said he didn't want us to make 

"nice studies" unless they were really relevant. He said SCS should 
make the maximum use of money for work to help farmers. On the 

whole his views seeméd to be quite narrow. Buie approved. He thought 
the move was right, and could be worked out. He said we should be 
careful not to upset people. 


I went to bed shortly after dinner, and didn't hear very many comments. 
Ray Heinen filled me in by saying that things were going well, 


Insert X: While I was speaking one man got up from the table, 
walked around to the other end and whispered something to Waters 
Davis. After the meeting Salter told me what he said since he 
couldn't hWlp but overhear it: "Waters, you lay off this man, We 
very much need men like him," 
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We met with the same group again in the morning, and Salter and Shaw 
discussed the problem of transferring the soil management research to 
the BPISAE. Salter outlined that the soil and crop management work 
would go, including that part of the water work dealing intimately with 
plants. Work relating to sedimentation, hydrology, and the like would 
remain in SCS, The engineering and hydrology phases of irrigation and 
drainage would remain in SCS. The work transferred would only be that 
dealing with water response for crop production. In response to 
questions, he pointed out that the economics of conservation would 
"remain" in SCS. The stations at Waco and Hastings would remain in SCS. 
Some of the work at the Coshocton station would remain and some be 
transferred. Probably there would be jjoint projects there. Most of 
Clyde's division in SCS would remain in SCS. Shaw said that the LaCrosse 
station would probably remain in SCS, but that some of the work would 

be BPI. 


During the remainder of the afternoon we listened to a good deal of 

rather disorganized discussion. Several of the regional directors felt 
that individual research men have had for too little supervision. It 

was pointed out that the work at Pullman, Pendleton, Tutonia (?), Amarillo, 
Brownfield, Temple, Ithaca, East Lansing, and elsewhere, would go to 

BPI, and so would part of Watkinsville. 


There was a long discussion of research policy, and it was abundantly 
clear that Dr. Nichols, the present chief of research in SCS, was 
exceedingly unpopular with the group. They obviously felt that he 

had not worked out a program or really tried to meet the problems of 
Operations. They obviously did not respect him intellectually. This 
sould be both good and bad for me. The group might welcome better atten- 
tion to their problems but they had an unfriendly feeling toward 
research people. (This I found out to be true among most of the older 
men in SCS, easily put down to jealousy.) The suggestions seemed to 

be in fair agreement that there should be a joint employee at each 
regional office of the SCS, who would be one-half SCS and one-half 

BPI, Within the SCS, he would be administratively responsible to the 
regional director and technically responsible to the chief of research 
and surveys. I explained the suggestion of a national planning confer- 
ence on soil management research with the regional conference that 
involved the land-grant committee. 


In the afternoon the same group met and discussed a few miscellaneous 
problems such as snow surveys, certain personnel classification 
problems, ets. The prospective appointment of Dr. Winters to head 

up soil and plant management in Washington under Don Williams was 
announced confidentially; and also the new head of engineering in 
Washington, who is presently head of the Civil Engineering Department 
at Colorado State, D. F. Peterson. 
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After this session, Don Williams and I talked with Dr. Tom Buie about 
the possible setup in Spartanburg. This was disappointing because 
Buie felt that Fuller was a good man (which he wasn't) and that 

br. Ligon was difficult to work with (which he wasn't). We didn't 
make any progress, although the conversation was friendly and Buie 
said that he would study the whole matter again. 


Nearly the whole group had dinner together, and the atmosphere was 
frrendly indeed. Dr. Salter was obviously relaxed and very happy 
about how things had gone. That man had certainly stuck by me so fart 
The next day in Chicago I told the story to Charles Hardin, and then 
after that I had a seminar with several of his associates on resource 
conservation and development. 


In the evening on the train coming into Washington, I had a long talk 
with Ray Heinen. He felt pretty good about the whole business. He 
felt that the critical men in the field were Patrick and Merrill. 

He felt then that my relations were perfectly established with 

Don Williams and Jimmy Dykes. He strongly recommended that, regardless 
of the pressure for haste, we move very slowly in actually setting 
things up at the regional offices, 
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I returned to the office on October 10 and explained all that 


had taken place to Dr. Simonson, Dr. Smith, and Dr. Allaway. 

During the next day or so agreement was reached that the transfer 
would be effective on November 15. Secretarial memorandum 1318 covering 
the transfers both ways was issued by Secretary Brannon October 1h, 

1952 alone with a press release of the same date. Salter, Moseman 

and ft each issued separate memoranda to the entire staff of the 

Soil Survey on the same date. St that on that day, October 1), 
everybody cot the good word and the die was cast. 

Oh Obviously I had a great many misgivings. The SCS record on all 
scientific work had been almost wholly power. Bennett had worked in the 


Soil Survey but became a vicious propagandist without intellectual 


‘ 
f 


integrity. He was a poor judge of Ee ‘None of the regional directors 
was a first-class man and most of them were quite a bit less than that, 
oe: in turn, were not good judges of meg, I had no way of knowing 
proportion of the poor men on the regional staffs were their 
appointments and now many were Bennett's, 

Yet I was caught in a trap. Our total funds counting printing, 


’ 
laboratory service and everything were only a bit over $1,000,000, 
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hh was wholly inadequate for even thinking about completine the soil 


survey of the United States, (Then too, we had no direct way to get 
at) 


- the soil maps used on a wide scale. | 


On the other hand in SCS money was abundant. Our problem was 


pow wh 


_ to get better men who would actually, spend their time at constructive 


; “soil Survey work. Yet it would be difficult to drop the useless 


_ 


; people who couldn't be retrained. Further, much of the time of soil 


scientists in SCS was wasted in useless training meetings and in conferences 


that did not need to be held, 


ines a ee Pee ee eee r = Oe 


In SCS the maps would be used. Onee we could replace the so-called 
soil conservation surveys with proper basic sojl surveys, I felt 


sure that farmers and other land users would demand them. They would 


be used not only for farn planning but also for planning other land 
mi 
uses that involved engineering interpretations. These were just 


‘begiming under cooperation initiated earlier with the Bureau of 
, 


Public Roads. 
> 
In my own mind, however, I had the whole program of "Conservation 


sions" in view as much as I did the Soil Survey. The farm planning 
’ 
S not well done. The soil conservationists were poorly informed 
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u ‘of these large funds could be increased enormously. I knew it 
7 


would be very slow because of the creat retraining that would be 


=. 


"required and the backwardness of the regional offices, 

Many people have asked me since that time whether I didn't 

_ think that this was a better move than the plan not involving transfers 
that Salter and I had recommended. My only answer has been that the 

" Secretary asked us to try the planiaivocated by Shaw. Since we didn't 
try our original plan I couldn't answer it. By far the biggest 


problems I saw ahead at that time were (1) extreme bureaucracy and F 


imeompetence in the regional offices, and (2) the poor personnel | 


office in the Service. Of course at that moment a great many of the 


people in SCS, excepting the good soil men in the field, were very 


es 


"suspicious of me. But I didn't believe that would last too long. 


After the order came out, except for Dr. Moseman and the Bureau's 


7 
budget officer, Mr. Victor Beach, my biggest problems were with the 


Bureau especially Parker and Ed Stephens, I took the position that the 


sion of Chemistry and Physics, together with the equipment 
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and space, went with the Soil Survey. Also we wanted to take our own 
ture with us that had been purchased with Soil Survey funds. I 


had to waste many hours in useless conference about this but Moseman 


and Shaw backed me up. 

I didn't want to move down town or have any doings with the 
research g roup until after Nichols got out. Nobody hed ever been 
able to work with him and I didn't see how I would be able to. 

On October 23 I went to Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana 
and spoke on the relations between local and state governments in 


" agricultural planning and development. Thorp had left the Soil: 


Survey and William Johnson replaced him as principal soil correlator 


on October 12, 
I took the train from Richmond to Ionia on the 25th. That 


_ evening I saw the Saffords and gave a slide talk in the Palo Methodist 


‘Church on Israel, ‘The next day I spent mainly at home with Mother, 


> 


ace 
My back was terribly sore. On the 27th I visited several old friends - 


Ted Sherwood, Jesse Kendall, and others. I recall a long talk with 


im |] 


Ji Little, who had been our neighbor to the north when I was a boy. 
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He seemed to be quite interested in what I had been doing and spoke at 
‘length of the cruelty of my father whom he never understood. That 
Paning Mother and I attended a special dinner of some sort at the 
Methodist Church, 

October 28, Mrs Safford took me to Ionia and I got the bus for 
Hast Lansing. I had to wait a while for the bus and had a nice long 
_ talk with Frank Minier and his wife. His father ran the berber shop 
in Palo and Frank and I were in high school together. 

I got to the Kelloge Center at Michigan State University about 
4:30 and attended an Extension banquet that evening. The next day 

4 

at talked to the Extension people on Poor farms and employment. I had 
soma chats with several of the staff members, cut a platter for the 
Mocat radio station, had a session with the remaining staff of 


‘Schoenmann's Conservation Institute and talked to the Soils seminar 
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October 30.1 gave another speech on Soil and free men and furnished 


copies of both speeches to the College. About noon I caught the ts 
to Detroit and the train to Washington. 

On November 5 everybody had the gruesome news that General 

a Eisenhower would be the new Presidenf People had voted partly for a 
father image and partly against Stevenson because of the accumulation 
of gripes that the Democrats had collected over a period of twenty 
years in office. It would be perfectly obvious that the conservative 
leadership in the colleges would try to reorganize the Department and 
_ especially try to get rid of the SCS. They might also try to hurt TVA, 
] But the college people would be for TVA. Much as I distrusted the 

) Republican leadership I couldn't help but get a certain inner 
satisfaction out of the consternation of the old SCS hands who would 
have something else to worry about besides me. My biggest concern, 
however, was the matter of foreicn affairs and the great wave of anti- 


intellectualism epitomized by Senator McCarthy from Wisconsin. 
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the street toward my hotel he was on the opposite side emxkky from it. 


The street was under a aoe and very crowded so I told him to let, me 
io 


out and I would work my Way across when the licht changed at the corner, 
Because of my sore back I was carrying a cane, My glasses are slishtly 


‘tinted. As I stood there waiting for the traffic to clear, a second 
uj 
ms ) 


tab came by. Just as it came even with me the driver slammed on his 
brakes, jumped owt of his cab, and came over to help me across the 
street. He had thought I was blind! Certainly not all cab drivers 


in New York are as heartless as they are pictured, 


The speech the next day went over fairly well but T had a lot 
A 


of silly questions. In explaining the needs I pointed out some of 


ony 


the difficulties of judgment. Some questioners insisted that strings 


‘should be tied to the money in order to spell out just how it would be 


- 


used so I had to give them some lectures about democracy and responsibility. 
7 _ My hosts insisted that I return by plane, which turned out to 


be late but I got home that evening. 


_ The plans for consolidation of the expanded Soil Survey within 
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SCS went slowly partly because Dr. Salter was away so much. This delay 
gave me a good deal of trouble at the Bureau. Hd Stephens, the relatively 


New business manager who succeeded Allanson, became officious and 


i¢ 
_discourteous, People were calling Mrs. Starkey, my business secretary, 


almost daily with requests and orders that were ridiculous. I had to 


tell my staff that they|were not to act on any suggestion from 


_ anybody until it had been cleared with me. This I explained to 
‘Moseman nd Stephens. Much of the trouble was caused by continued 
“uncertainty about the people who were to transfer from the SCS. We 
could not move to the South Building until they were out. 
Dr. Alexander had the worst difficulty and embarrassment. His 
' decision to come with the Soil Survey had displeased Parker, Since 
officially Alexander was not to move until the New Year and charts and 
positions approved, we had no place for him in SCS at the et eetr 
 . 
or. Moseman (and Dr. Parker for that matter) asked that Dr. Alexander 
atay on to look after the Atomic Energy work and other research until 


a successor was appointed. I agreed of course; yet Alexander was not 


full consideration in the plans. Questions arose even over 
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over chemicals, office space, and the likes At the end of November 
fran 

Parker insisted that .beme be moved into his place at-oncel This upset 
Alexander because of Dean's complete lack of sympathy with the regulations 
of the Atomig Energy Commission and because of his great difficulty 
(which was potartous) in working with people. Dr. Alexander told me 
that he didn't see how he could continue to act as the Department's 
‘representative on this research if Dean were to be in charge. I called 
~ 

‘Dr. Moseman, who told me, "I think it is wrong to put in Dean, but 
ae Papists; so what can I do?" This disturbed me very much, Al 
should have hac more firmness. I talked with him later and suggested 
that (1) Dean's responsibility be temporary, (2) apply only to planning 
for the future under the reorganization, and (3) not extned to the AEC 
work, Moseman agreed and said he would need a complete memo with all 
details from Parker and a firm understanding with Dean before agreeing. 


I pointed out thet when they cot a Head for the Division of 


Basic Soil Research, such a job as prepared for Dean, now held by Alexander, 
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(ne had been proposed) as Head. 

I went to the Soil Science meetings in Cincinnati which ran 
from Dariateh16 to November 20, I talked here at great length with 
Dr. Pierre and several others about the plans for readjustment. Most 
se the state people were interested and a bit worried. Many of them 
were also looking for people. My back was pretty much on a roar 
“during this meeting and I was ¢lad to cet home, 

On November 27 I went to the University of Chicago for meetings 
there with Hardin, Schultz, and others, In the afternoon of the 25th 
it gave a seminar that seemed to go reasonably well. I spent the rest 
of the day with Hardin and Schultz, and also the forenoon of the 

— next day. That afternoon I took the Capitol Limited back to Washington, 


- Not many people were in the dining car and I had a table by myself. 


% 
a 
Part way through my dinner the waiter came up and said, "Are you: 


Sa 


Dr. Kelloge?" I told him I was and he said, "A man at a table back of 


you says he knows you." I turned around and looked and it was Waters 


Na 
i 


. After we had finished he came back to my roomette and we 


for awhile. He left and I started to undress. The porter 
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» and said there was a sick baby in the next car and asked me to 
come and look at it. I explained to him that I wasn't a medical doctor 
and didn't know a thing about sick babies. He said, "Yassah" and went 


away. A few minutes later the pullman conductor came and said, "I 


- next car is very ill and we are worried," Finally I got through to 


him and went to bed. 

The next morning I told this story to “aters Davis and asked him 
never to call me "Dr." again, 

Finally I was able to get our flow char%és in SCS clarified and 
Pe roved. J. C. Dykes acreed that the soils work at the regional office 
should be under an assistant director instead of being tucked down 


"under planning as it had been. At that time we were also thinking of 
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we 


under Ableiter as Assistant Chief, Soil Survey, for Publications, Others 
wanted part of it in Information and part in Operations. So I just 

let this simmer. On December 3 I explained Hockensmith's position to 
him as Assistant Chief for Operations and discussed the functional charts 
- with Salter. 

The grades for soil scientists in 5CS were fully one grade 

below what they should have been for the responsibility the men in 
leadership positions were expected to carry. But a considerable part 

: of the state soil scientists and nearly all of the regional soil 
eee sts eee not fully qualified professionally for the grades they 
did have. Basically, Bennett had not wanted good soil scientists in 

SCS because they might compete with him. Some good ones were in SCS, 


but mostly below the levels of leadership in 1952. 


4) 


others. Whitlock had cot himself«crossed up by his attitude that 


sw what to do. 
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Monday, November 2), the "Wayne Derrow Agricultural Letter" came 

out with the statement that Republican plans included putting the field 
a 

work of SCS in the State Extension Services} This was like a bombshell! 


Waters Davis, president of the NASCD, flew to Washington, then up to 


see Milton Eisenhower, and out to Salt Lake City to see the new 


Secretary, Mr. Benson, I had a nice talk with him on the train from 


iz 


Chicago the evening of November 29, He was returning from Salt Lake 


City and I from a seminar at the University of Chicago. 


a 


I didn't think this would happen. I believed the story to have 


i 


been planted "to stir up the animals" - to scare the SCS into a more 
reasonable attitude of cooperation with the land-grant colleges, If 


it na} this result, the Soil Survey and other research witt go along 


no 


very much better. 


mY 


a 
It seemed to me than to be a large question whether the BPI 


could organize a reasonable research program in soil manacement with 


the present leadership. Certainly Dr. Moseman would do his best but 
he had 


very little help. Parker, Parks, and Kelly were more power 


~ 


us than soil-problem conscious. A few of us from SCS and RPT 
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had a meeting in Salter's office to lay out a program for research 


a 


7 


could work, in spite of Parker, At this conference the following points 


4 


planning and information to bring about intimate coordination. This 


® 


5 


we made: 


1. The appraisal of research needs should go down to the State level 
“ 


and be cooperative with the State experiment stations. ach State should 


wy - 


have a research needs committee sooperative among SCS, BPI » and the 


exp = riment. stations ry 


ae At ‘the regional level there should be a comparable committee. 


eer. 


. Np For the national. summary the research liaison people and - 
NE 

ets 

division leaders would develop a report. 

AP 


iis The NASCD would be asked to have both State and national 


vba 
* + 


committees to express their views. 


aoe The position of the soil scientists was not Clearly stated at 
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Don Williams and some others had raised questions about having 


_theregional soil scientists in GS-1) (they were GS-12), at the level 
of assistant regional director, We had a meeting with Salter about this 
and he agreed. It was clearly stated by both Salter and me that this 
did not suggest that the present incumbents were qualified. We were 
talking about the grade of the job im the new setting. 

December 6 I left Washington for Fort Worth and spent December 
8 and § there. First Don Williams and I had a conference with Merrill, 
the Regional Director of SCS, We outlined the plan for a GS-1; soil 
scientist at the level of Assistant Regional Director, to be responsible 
for all soils work, including liaison with the BPISAE. I had supposed 
that Dr. Salter had already cleared this organization plan with the 
regional director. But apparently he hadn't and Merrill said he was 
much opposed; (1) He thought soils should be under planning to be 
properly coordinated with the farm planning; (2) he wanted to coordinate 
the research personally; and (3) he thought that the head soil Scientist 
should not have a higher grade than the regional division leaders under 
engineering, planning, and soil-and-plant manavement, (He must have 
known some very poor soil men in his life} ) 

I tried to handle these objections mildly. He calmed down a 
a great deal but did not get to the point of expressing approval. He 
| Said he would write to Dr. Saltert Unfortunately Don Williams did not 
- support Dr. Salter's decision so strongly as he should have done, especially 
| since Merrill's objections were without substance, 

With this bad start we then discussed people, He was very 
anxious to have Marshall in the top spot and Williams and I agreed 
(which could have been a serious mistake). We talked about soil 


correlation, Except for Templin, whom he disliked personally, he knew 
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sce of the others who would be qualified for principal soil correlator. 
He suggested a bright State soil scientist or survey supervisor in the 
Bee cion now. He had no idea whatever of the problem or of scientific 

be scholarship in soils. I mentioned several and it was agreed that 
Ulrich and Aandahl would be approached and interviewed by Marshall. 
Marshall was called in at the end of the afternoon and told 
about the plan. 

The following forenoon I had a long talk with Marshall about all 
phases of the work. He agreed that Templin could be very useful. 
Ultimately,»after Oakes gets back from Turkey to handle the eastern 
a part of the region, we should try to get Templin mainly in research. 

§ Marshall said that his relations with Templin had been good in recent 
months. I agreed to try to work out ways for both Aandahl and Ulrich 
to visit Fort Worth. 

I explained our tentative setup and plans in Washington, the 
National Planning Conference and so one 

Marshall seemed generally agreeable to our plans and ideas. 

| He hoped very much to see the soil scientists upgraded to a level 

| comparable to that of the engineers and others. He thought it would 
help morale greatly as I did. He thought he could talk Merrill around. 
After visits to some of the other Divisions, I left in the 

_ afternoon of December 9 for home. L 

| By the time I returned my office was in order in the South 
Building. We had a time, especially Allaway who was looking after 


the moving. One day Stephens gave orders not to let us on the place, 


rtunately Hub was able to work it out without bringing in Moseman. 
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December 11 Ray Heinen told me that a Dr. Carl D. Butler was 


close to Benson and might be in a high place in the Department. I don't 
“remember meeting him but I must have some time. He had told people 


that he would not state his position on the Soil Conservation Service- 


ideas I have the greatest respect." This got to Heidrick of the NASCD. 


He went to see Ray and insisted that "they" get hold of me and prompt 


7 ta SSS Sat Sa 
— ” 


me about what to say. Ray insisted that I wouldn't work that way: if 


aa eee ad 


he or anyone else wanted an interview through the front door, fine, but 
_ that "Kellogg would not play under the table." Ray said he got mad, 
but that Ray told him, "That is the way it is and there is no help 


ror it.” 


Until a month before Dr. Salter and I were under suspicion for 
ss 


our Standing with the States. Now the situation was entirely reversed 
and we were pointed out as friendly to the States and that there was 


‘no need to transfer SCS operations to the Extension Service! 

I called Dr. Bradfield that evening. I found that he knew Butler 
He said I had probably met him there at Cornell, and that Butler 

a my work well. Bradfield said that he was bright, able, and pleasant 


ered out, he never showed up to talk about the work.) 
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__In December a mountain of work loomed ahead. All the new 


position: descriptions had to be written, Unlike the persomel officers 


Pin the Bureau, those in SCS were not at all constructive or helpful. 
Then too, I had to get acquainted with the research work that I was 


supposed to be directing. Middleton, who had been an assistant of 

| 

v- 

_ Nichols, had the project files and was a good bookkeeper. He loathed 


Nichols and had long since had any initiative thoroughly squelched. 


To complicate matters, Dr. Salter got the idea of having the divisions 


that included both operations and research report to both Don Williams 


o 


and to me. This simply didn't work for either of us and confused the 


4 


staff no end, 


a 
Mr. George Clyde was in charge of the irrigation and drainage 


_ research and he had a pretty good staff; and he had an excellent 


associate, Wayne Criddle. Like me, they both feared that Shaw and 


iL 


Kelley ¥Ould continue to make attempts to get all SCS research, 


\ 


vlyde hated Omer Kelley and the feeling was mutual. Omer had told 

eople widely that Clyde and his staff were no good and this talk 
ea . | 

d gotten back to Clyde. (Clyde later became Governor of Utah and 


1g the chief water authority.) He was very pessimistic 
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+ cooperation with the Bureau and had no use for Salter's administrative 


: 


fe But as Major Ignatieff used to say, "We kept bashing it oul as 


best we could." 


Mary Alice was still living with us and Robert and Joan came for 


part of the holidays, for the latter part as I recall. 
I left “ashington on the evening of Christmas Day to chair Section 


O at the AAAS meetings in St. Louis. I had to attend some meetings 


: 


- 


on the 26th and the program on Combined resource development with 


7 


‘special reference to the Missouri Valley held all day Saturday- and all 


_ day Sunday. We had an excellent program but, as usual, the crowd 
was small. If I had not had so many things to do I should have tried 


to make an arrangement to publish the papers as a group. I think 
“a 
most of them were published somewhere else. JI remember that Charles 


_ Hardin's paper was quite good. The most I remember about it was a 


question from the floor: “What is the most important resource of 
| the 17 western states?" He replied,"That's an easy one - 3, senators." 


Te 


I got home the last day of December just in time to welcome a 
ear. I prayed that it would be a better one. (If my prayer was 


ed the answer was "No".) 
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1953. Early in January a meeting was held in my old office at the 
Plant Industry Station following a tour of the Cartographic Division 
of SCS and of the Cartographic Section of the Soil Survey. Present 
were Ableiter, Crook, Whitlock, and Kellogg from the Soil Survey; 
Williams, Mangham, and Orsini from SCS, and M. S. Wright from the 
Secretary's Office of Plant and Operation. 

Williams stressed the importance of getting the new alignment 
arranged as soon as practicable, including some research on new methods. 

I discussed in detail the established cooperation, including 
differences in the work of the two groups up to now. 

Orsini indicated that he had not asked for the job but that he 
would do the best that he could and Marshall Wright agreed to help 
in any way he could. 

Whitlock was obviously not very happy: He and Crook had some real 
questions about the ability of the SCS cartographers to handle the 
detailied soil surveys where accuracy is so important. 

I had some of the same fears but later experince proved that Mr, 
Orsini was an able administrator. He quickly established training 


programs and within a year or two his staff was not only doing the 
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work well but also had made improvements, Whitlock didn't stafy very 
long but Crook staid on and made real contributions despite not 


being entirely satisfied, | 


4 


i dad 


a 


A January 21 came the change of administration with Secretary 

Ezra Taft Benson, a rgight-wing Mormon and religious fanatic; 
Under Secretary True D. Morse, an associate of Mr. Doane of the 
agricultural service of that name - a bit slow and ponderous; and 
Assistant Secretary J. Earl Coke, formerly of the California Extension 
Service and a bitter critic of SCS, (Shortly thereafter the Congress 
allowed the Department several other assistant secretaries.) ~ 

Among the many disgraceful things they did was to fire M. Le 
Wilson, Director of Extension, while he was away on a trip to India, 
They inspired a vicious story that only a few newspapers would take, 
Suggesting that the reason was because of M, L.'s @ommunist sympathies. 
He was, of course, at retirement ace anyway. Perlpas there was no 
more respected man in the whole field of agriculture, 

On February 2 I spoke in Columbus, Ohio to the staff and the 


graduate students at the University. I spent quite a bit of time 


P\ 4 q 
A bt He, he” 


Wy 
yer Yasse J ath soni¢d hi’ ag sehen” ely oak oats 
ob r4 


fon offresS aoniii iwrioo Doon soe Ged siete ae 
balte thee 
‘nJo med dtiw nohrowelhiss to opneay eic oasa fo5 


~ ted \ 
soivwhah eyelet lee Das neetoh oiii<ti ee ‘ Oenoe dL 


int to eneed .4" (6 etcfodeaking , pate. .& ene’ 


. 


WIE SUAOSaCHTIMT fF ife git s — Sean cad To eofvIee 


Ko Bitar tis! of), to qitextot® ,evet fast .0 eer 


; 
—s 


¥ i on 
darmial off radtsortad? <ivsecn) ° ee Yo of ium sete 5 ole 


ae 


nal aiid a 
( eotrateies /cadelees, tedgea Lesisvee Taamiveqed aoe ye 


aul at ath On Gee Bits yous Se edu Li Leosrse.t Ui arid 
sthal of qgind ® m0 qawh esw to efinwe .noladsexd Ta sogom 
,oaad bivow aisystowet Wel 2 Uline dant ytote aucisiv a pe 


* ) | ‘ Dt 
eelidegnye detmvoed € hh. lo eensced cay doesex enh — 8 


om taw etait abort) sap S18 suse 33. coo 4 


oo ni ry i, if > 


actucige te stout ot oat 14), nay 


P 24) ; lak i fi ont sh? Ve aM wie r nae ; 
Ce ice Pe Mae, on sie 0 
apis hae ‘ate ent od OW end Lod, nt eange FS, yteu 
= { Ay Ps = a an q ‘ ; es i; afi 
enn 
if te dd ss 42.1 vgtierevind odt 25 ad 
aK. it Ns is al ~ ae” ® bhi? ine 7 
: i ep ee 


pant ae | ri ee fe aty 


aod Bie ens? en 81 


‘ee 


oO 
Somewhere about eee br, Robert V. Ruhe returned from his 


research in the Belgian Congo under the agreement Ju¢ion and I 


had reached in Brussels in 1950. He had obviously done an excellent 
job in the area of soils called "residual from granite" that I had 
visited in 1947, Ruhe had worked out the erosion cycles and mapped 
the surfaces in relation to their period of development. This work 
tremendously simplified the problem of classifying and mapping the 
soils, He brought copies of the maps and cross sections for Dr. 
Smith and I to look at. 

In the summer of 1939 I had tried to get soil-morphological 
research started in the Soil Survey. Especially we needed this 
research in the southwestern part of the United States because of 
the enormous changes in climate and vegetation during the past 10 
or 15 thousand years. Hugh Bennett and other alarmists were - 
attributing all of the gullies to overgrazing and poor forest 
management. Actually, most of them were the normal concomitant 
of the rapid drying of the landscape following the Pleistocene 
period. We also had other serious problems of geomorphology related 
to soil genesis and erosion cycles. From a purely practical standpoint 


it was necessary to be able to distinguish those gullies that were 


~ 


ALN 
developing because of improper i use practices from those that 


were not significantly related to land use, 
After looking over Dr. Ruhe's materials I went up to see Dr, 


Salter and explained this opportunity. With his approval we put 
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_ Ruhe on the staff and initiated some of the most valuable research 


in soils that the Department has had. 


After he got started we were able to expand the work through 


cooperation with our own State offices and with the State agricul- 


tural experiment stations. Dr. Ruhe organized field training sessions 


so that the field soil scientists had good opportunities to learn 


firsthand some of the basic principles of geomorphology. 


Curiously, some of this kind of research had been initiated in 
the old SCS in the middle 30's under C. W. Thornthwaite. They did 
some good work, especially on the Phe gtd of South Carolina, but 
” B0cek tbe / 
apparently it was too signif. he te the leadership who shouldnt tate ¢ 
be exsectea to be able to understand it, and Thornthwaite and his 


staff were invited out, 
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with our people about a very bad situation for the Cooperative Soil eee 
in Ohio which had arisen because of the stupidity of the Dean of 
Agriculture - Dean Rummel. About three years earlier farmers in the 
northern part of the state had urged that they have a soil survey in 
order to plan their drainage and rotations. The Dean <ie not include 
it in the budget. The need was great and the pressure continued so 
the Dean agreed to include it the next year. But at the next 
hearing he claimed that he forgot about it. This infuriated the farmers 
and they took their problem to Governor Lausche, who agreed to establish 
a soil survey in the State Department of Natural Resources, in 
competition with the University. Then the Yean sent his Experiment 
Station Director to me and asked that I come out to Ohio and explain 
to the Governor that he had made a mistake. 

I asked the Director, "Can you think of a better formula for me 
to get in trouble than to volunteer to Governoy® Lauscne unsolicited 
Suggestions about how he should organize his office?" 

He said, "I was afraid that you might not want to do it." 


"That," I told him, "is the understatement of the year." 
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This group gotten together in the State Department of Natural 
Resources was not cooperative. They bought off the junior boys in 
the University by allotting some funds to them for laboratory work. 

I taiked with the Dean and this was nearly useless. Both the 
State Conservationist and the State Soil Scientist were weak. The 
soil science leadership at the Wat ece’viwancwdakr so not much could 
be done. 

That evening I went on to Chicago and the next morning hac a talk 
with Charles Hardin. I went on to Omafja for the annual meeting of the 
NASCD and arrived the evening of February 3. Due to some mixup Ray 
Heinen had not reserved a room for me as he had promised, Somebody 
then introduced me to Barr Keshler of Iowa. He had a double room at 
the Athletic Club and offered me the other bed. I went over right 
away and went to bed. 

in the morning of February 4 I got up before him and was dressed 
and ready to leave when he awoke. I had noticed on his coffee table 
two or three large envelopes marked "personal" and with E. A. Norton!s 


or H. H. Bennett's home address for return. When he awoke he started 
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talking to me about Waters Davis for whom he had contempt. He had 
no use for Dykes and said that he couldn't support Salter if he kept 
on playing politics with the Mormans. He said Norton was the best 
man in the SCS but that Salter had him sorting paper clips. Several 
times I tried to interrupt to tell him who I was tt had no chance, 

I said, "I don't know anything about these things." 

He said, "Tknow. That's why I'm telling you. Why did they put 
the Soil Survey in SCS?" 

I explained that they obviously had to be combined in either 
ARA or SCS and that I had not suggested one or the other. 

He said, "We were worried about excessive detail," 

eras, 1 explained, is a myth created by somebody. 

I went om to breakfast and then attended the meetings of the committee 
on education, which was trying to get schools to put in "courses" in 
conservation. It was not a very inspiring meeting, 

The next morning my roommate had been informed about who I was. 

He talked more .@dawky’ 


about the politics of the NASCD and about a 


crippling accident and other personal history. 
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After breakfast Ray Heinen told me that he saw my roommate sitting 
in a corner with Southworth lecturing him. Barr was saying, "But I 
didn't know who he was, I didn't know who he was." Waters Davis 
came up to me and said, "Well, let's shake. I understand we're in 
the same fraternity now." 

I went to the program but after lunch was called out by Dr. 
Salter and asked to take the next train back to work on budgets. . 
| On February 6 on the way back I had a little time for shopping 

in Chicago and for lunch again with Charles Hardin. 

About the middle of February Coke took Don Williams out of SCS 
and put him in charge of the Agricultural Conservation Program to 
report to him although the administration of ACP would continue in 
the Production and Marketing Administration. I never did understand 
this move, 


Also about this time my own Civil Service Grade was changed 


from 1 to 15. 
The most important event of 1953 was a new medicine for my 
arthritis called butazolidin. My physician hesitated because it 


had many side reactions, including symptoms of leukemia, skin rash, 
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nausea, and ulcers, About two people out of five got some one of 
these. He suggested I try it provided I had blood tests about once 
aweek, Within two weeks it had taken out 80 to 85 percent of the 
pain, It was almost like being born again. 4 ~ 

About eae 24 I had worked up all the job descriptions for the 
senior staff and forwarded them to the Personnel Division. 

af Bene ext few days at Muscle Shoals in conference on the 
TVA fertilizer program. Bradfield, Jacob, Pierre, and several 
others were there, 

When I returned I began endless conferences with personnel 


people about these job descriptions. For years we had to put up 


with exceedingly poor personnel service in the SCS, The attitude 


was wholly negative. The classification work was the poorest. 
Personnel classification work takes intellegience but is not especially 


difficult. Yet it had never been good in the SCS, Appraisals for 


promotion in the career service were not much better. I resented 
the long hours I had to spend on this work which could have been 


done for me by an intelleytent personnel clerk who understood his job. 
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Near the end of February or early March came the Eisenhower raid 
AULA, and Athalwbyp 

on the Civil Service, which set i, back by about 25 years. All over 
the government many of the top positions were placed in "Schedule C" - 
an fephonism for personal or political appointment. In addition, many 
new exempted positions were created. On top of that, appointments to 
Civil Service positions GS-1) and higher had to have political clearance, 
which might take months. 

The real reasons for these changes were to permit the appointment 
of hungry political office seekers and personal friends regerdless 
of competence. The stated reason was absurd. It was claimed that 
the administration had to have people sympathetic to the program who 
would carry out orders. Actually this worked just the opposite. 
Experienced people in Civil Service knew that their job is to carry out 

Comdere reed 

policy. If the policy is against their personal eenseiewses they 
resign. But where the political appointments are sponsored by a 
central committee of the party or by a prominent senator or other 


party member the Secretary's office soon found out that they couldn't 


be reeducated, disciplined, or fired. 
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My own position was saved by the bell. The new Yecretary of 
Commerce hed tried to fire Dr. Astin, Head of the Bureau of Standards, 
for not supporting the claims of a man selling a fake additive for old 

vu’ 
storage batteries. The ghole scientific fraternity literally raised 
hell, although Dr. Astin himself said nothing. His job was saved 
and the fall guy was the Assistant Secretary of Commerce, Shaffer, 
who was carrying out orders, 

The Administration did make Dr. Salter's position as Chief of 
SCS exempted through "Schedule C," even though he had offered to 
leave earlier to take a position as Dean and Director at North Carolina 
State College. He told me, however, that he saved my position in 
Civil Service by Saying to them, "Kellogg has been in scientific work 
his whole life. Do you want an'Astin Cgse’ on your hands?" They did not! 

Unhappily, Dr. Salter began to worry a great deal about his status, 
He didn't have much money saved, Apparently his wife was a free 
spender and he hed been very generous with his children. I honestly 


wo 
think that he had no real cause for worry, b/t he did worry a great 


deal and the tension was reflected in his circulatory system. Further, 
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rumors about tearing up the SCS were all about. The Secretary did 


not take Salter into his confidence and this added greatly to his tension. 


He felt he would be blamed for anything that went wrong. 
In March I learned the rumor that Frank Parker had decided to leave 
the Department. He had failed to get Salter to appoint him in the 
SCS and he had discovered that Dr. Moseman was roing to run the Bureau 
of Plant Industry. Thus did AID recruit an‘ agriculturist! for India! 
We had our National Work-Planning Conference in St. Louis March 9 
to 12. By now Dr. Smith, as staff leader, had started to make some 
progress in looking for a new approach to soil classification. We also 
discussed some of the problems that were hasan involved in 
bringing the two soil surveys together. Not much specific could be 
done until after both budgets and organization were firmed up under 
the new administration, which was unfriendly to SCS. All sorts of 
rumors about reorganization and transfers had gotten out. The college 
people were still hoping that SCS would be disbanded and the farm 


planning work turned over to the stzte extension services, 


A curious sidelight on this effort was their failure to get the 
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support of Charles Hardin whose excellent book had furnished them 
much of their ammunition. But Charles said to them: "You have all plead 
for new leadership in the SCS. Now you have it. I don't think that 
any change should be made until Salter and Kellogs have a fair 
chance to see what can be done. 

I went directly from “t. Louis to Minneapolis, Minnesota where I 
hac a commitment to give a paper on The soil conservation job: The 
public's Pesponsibility before th Minneapolis Farm Forum, Iver 
Nygard went with me but I staid at the hotel of the Conference. I used 
this opportunity to visit the people at the College of Agriculture and 
also the SCS research at the Univer sity Hydra@logy Laboratory, 

This visit was very interesting to me. One of the young men in 
Pe dranlics obviously had some questions about my responsibility for 
research. Yet he was pleasant and showed me some interesting photographs. 
The drop inlets that had been successful in Wisconsin didn't work in 
Montana. He show? me Slides where erosion had cut around them. "Yet," 
he said, "the soils are the same." 

I asked him, "what do you mean that the soils are the same? They 


areabout as different asa two soils can be," 
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"No", he replied, "they are alike because they have the same 
clay content." 

Then I explained to him that the Montana soil contained a great deal 
of gypsgn that made it highly erodable whereas the other soils in 
Wisconsin were well structured and firm. I pointed out that he could 
not design on clay content alone. A structure that would hold on 
this soil in Montana would be unnecessarily expensive in Wisconsin, 
He was very appreciative and wondered why he hadn't been told about 
these differences in soils before. 

The afternoon of March 16 I spent at the Farm Forum. My paper 
came after one by Mr. Voane in the forenoon of March 17. 

Ralph Musser and his boys from the Milwaukee Regional Office 
of SCS were on hand as they had teen in 19,9 and they were about as 
much worried. As I came into the room Musser rushed up and asked 
me, "Have you seen Doans's paper, it's terrible?" 

"No," I said, "I didn't know they had been reproduced. But I 


don't need to read it; he comes before me and I shall hear it," 
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Mr. Doane's paper was extremely critical of SCS and ACP. He 
took some of the silliest of Bennett's statements for a field day. 

He attributed them to a "nationally known soil scientist of the 
Department of Agriculture." 

When the chairman introduced me he told the audience that "the 
nationally known soil scientist quoted so mach by Mr. Doane was not 
the next speaker." I had taken notes on my paper as Mr. Doane talked 
and I think most of his critical points were demolished but in a way 
not to anger him.) I recall two points in particular. I turned to 
him and asked him on the platform, "Why is it, Mr. Doane, that~huge 
government subsidies for irrigation in the West to supply water, 
which is limiting in the soil there, builds character and self reliance; 
whereas supplying heavy initial applications of lime and phosphate, 
to supply the limiting factors on some of our eastern soils, destroys 
Character and develops subservience?" He smiled and the crewd roared, 

Then near the end I referred to his attack on price supports, I 
told him and the audience of my experiences in North Dakota. Good 


farmers had known that the climate was unstable. They had kept large 
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reserves of cash in the bank. Then the drought came. Corn was 
essentially worthless and small grains not much better. The eastern 
banks called for their money and the local banks failed. Good managers 
became desperate. Had it not been for special laws they would have 
lost their farms, ny can say to you, Mr. Doane, that no government 

can let this happen again and stay in office. For one thing farmers 
and their families now know that this kind of thing is no longer 
necessary. Now possibly the administration can be impQyved. This is 
what we should be talking about and not the basic idea of preventing 
these crises," 

My paper seemed to be very well received. 

After luncheon I sat with the State Conservation Committee and talked 
with them at some length about the long-time programs within soil 
conservation districts, which I don't believe they had really 
considered before, 

The next day I spent a few hours at the University of Chicago 
with Schultz, Hardin, and others on three points: (1) How to appraise 


technical assistance projects in South America, (2) the work of Resources 
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For the Future (which never really got off the ground), and (3) plans 


\ 
i 
t 
i 


for a meeting on conservation policy. 


After a few busy days in the office I spent April 7 at’a conference 
on food and population at Fordham University in New York Citygby invitation. 
We had an interesting seminar-type discussion. The confirmed Catholics 
who were also students of demography experienced great difficulty in 
rationalizing the pronouncements of the Holy Office with the results 
of their research. One of the young professors at Fordham was a good 
Scholar and might have gone a bit far in his explanation of the 
| problems of growing populations in the newly developing countries as 
@ result of the importation of public health measures from the West 
| without parallel improvements in agriculture, 

One of his older colleagues said to him, "God gave man reproductive 


organs and expected him to use them," 


The young scholar=-priest turned to him and said angrily, "No 


Such thing. God also gave man a fist but he doesn't expect him to 


go around punching everlone in the face," 


: 
A ws 


¢ “ever Hod) ome 


ei ¢ 7 


p ‘ - tek ty Oe . . onl 
*, : «(ot log nes svieenne ob - aii 
4 ~  & aa - 
> di . 2 
7 
d © r £ 4 rm" ase 4 ‘ ‘ rs 
aghove “— ‘ ° . ¢ » J _. ——— »f 718 © - 
AST IIO de { Liaqh taeéte I oe fn elf nb evebh yeas Bete 
\) 
i 
Ma 
=’ s * ra e t a ‘. 
' an ee or one el ee mops - \ ae aT ay 2 a. igs ' H . = 4 1 
walt Gal U9 oh. GS a, ti + ee Lar rf Pins aap ¥ciau C4500" ‘ 5 Gol aLpyog ie ar 
ee ; Pst 
a o 
k 
> PP al vo pore i" ¢ n L ease ory cer dp Sask ae’. wails par: hte bible $n» coaeg, tee fe all 
tt ORT 6 OSs 7 < i wists LOS ita tT ie Li rT eSseull. ae 
. =< 
} 
‘ , 5 . af A 
fit 3 H t S0HS 1“! Se Ww THOME t o Tle 
_' ; . ' 
nt Lar ‘ ‘ ite aShSrComyonod € a SH 


a > ® 


b & Sew ope is o7oeaeslon PRUE sit Id en .oo1s6s eee 


on itatslane Bhet-né gut & enon eved drintn Sage 


7 


86 teistnpco wirgefers> ylvenm edd mt erolveleaog ya.twors TSsae 
: o. “ 
i * 
ds awe yt node ee ct ihe ; ele Bi oe em ‘ i eat le 

Pe Esl «TG i ia ES fiw J BO DULL iM { [oO nota Ral LM eT eng i9 Bw 


dics » 
iret, al eonarnevowut lofi etealae 
we eg 


ov idgoubo wiet nan eveg Bei" ric at Sise setqself[oe sehlo ein to 


"edd eau of mit bessoedxs 


on” .ylivgis Dige bee wil of femiuy gestiqqeisloise mrvoy sani! 


ai a a 4 
f coe 


ee eS 
i sD Che A ‘ 
: » is i ‘Wy | 


eae 


Lae 


Again I left Washington for a trip to Peoria, Illinois to meet 


the Mid-Western state experiment station directors. We had our 


meetings at the USDA Chemical Laboratory. It was interesting to hear 


them talk about their problems { 


eas but their regional 
research programs were not yet really off the ground. April 15 I 

went out to the Caterpillar Tractor Company, where the extension 
directors were meeting and spoke to them on soil conservation along 
the lines of my last address at Minneapolis. 

In the afternoon I went on to Chicago and then over to Des Moines. 
Frank Mendell, the state conservationist for SCS in Iowa,met me at the 
morning train and took me to Ames. Relations between Mendell and 

Dr. Pierre were about as bad as they could be. On the way to Ames 

i Mendell asked me, "Who are you seeing at the College?" I replied, 
"Especially Dr. Pierre and Dr. Riecken.'t Then Mendell went on to 


explain to me that he made it a practice to talk first with the 


Dean and Director, 


I said, "Yes I know that, Mendell, and I wish it weren't so. 


A 


Pierre is not sold on this amalgamation of the Soil Survey in the SCS. 
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I have talked to him about it several times and will again. He has the 
highest prestige among soil scientists in this whole Mid-Western 
region. If he goes alone the other states will also; if he doesn't 
Alp 

we shall have a hell of a time, You, Mendell, can do more to sakep the 
S6S right now in oy ee Dr. Pierre than can any other state 
conservationist. (It was very interesting that Mendell took this 
Challenge and did everything he could to overcome the previous 
difficulties. It took him a long time because Dr. Pierre had a long 
memory for the ridiculous things that Frank Mendell had supported 
in the old days.) 

After a brief meeting with Dr. Pierre I met with the whole Iowa 


Soil Survey group. After lunch with Pierre I went back to the meeting 


and talked with them frankly and at some length.about our many technical 


problems and the great need for self study and graduate study for 


staff improvements, 


As I talked with the men it became obvious that Mendell was taking 


too much responsibility for the scientific side of the work and that 


the state soil scientist had too little help. 
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In the evening I had another long talk with Dr. Pierre, 

The next morning, April 17, I visited with the people in economic 
research and with some of the soil science professors. After lunch 
I spoke to the sophomore students on opportunities in soil science, 
After that I pietarea to many criticisms of SCS from the Dean and 
others. In the evening the state soil scientist drove me to Ues 
Moines and I took the train to Chicago. 

All day several of us held a session at the University of Chicago 
on public policy and soil conservation. Besides Schultz, Hardin, and 
others from the University I believe that Salter, Dykes, and Williams 
were there. A Young graduate student by the name of David C. Knapp 


took notes, (Just about ten years later he and I shared an of PPice Wutlr 


fe. the Caltngic Btudey py 


nee the University of Maryland for a while 


We kept going that 


evening and the next day until after lunch. We took the train for 


Washington in the afternoon. 


After a bit over two days in the office, I left again for 


Pullman, Washington, On the way out I had lunch with Dr. Hardin 


in Chicago, 
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April 27 we started our meeting at Washington State College with 
the experiment stetion directors of the Western States. Al Moseman 
was along and he and I both spoke about the new plans. Nothing 
very exciting happened, 

The next dag ar spent mostly with the soils people from Idaho 


and Washington. I also had a good look at the nearby SCS nurseries. 


I left for home that evening and was back in my office on the first 


of May. 


May ll and 12 I had conferences at Knoxville, especially with the 
i General Manager. Again I emphasized the great need for having at 
least a few demonstration farms with complete records to permit 
precise appraisals of fertilizer efficiency. These should be adjusted 


to the budget and to represent the major soil associations and 


sizes and types of farms, 


We also discussed the great importance of an immediate« .emphasis 


on methods for handling the sulphur fumes from the steam plants. we 


agreed that if this problem got out of hand TVA would lose much 


important public support. 
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We agreed on the need for joint studies between the Department 
and TVA on the hydrology of watersheds, 

We spent much of our time on how to develop a mutually beneficial 
cooperative program between SCS and TVA on the distribution of fertilizers 
from the aba plants for conservation objectives. I had been able 
to sell this idea to Salter and the regional directors and a letter 
had gone to TVA from Salter, (Unhappily TVA felt it necessary to 
allow some of the bureaucratic state extension directors to throttle 
this excellent idea so it never got off the ground. ) 

Just about this time in May Lucille became president of the 
Prince George's General Hospital Guild, which led to a considerable 
increase in her volunteer work for the community. 

During May I worked some more on the position descriptions for 
my top staff, This was an unnecessarily arduous and time-consuming 


job. Frank Parker got a last dirty dig at Dr. Alexander and at me 


by calling the chief classification officer of the Department personnel 


office, so he said, with the untrue story that Dr. Alexander's work 
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as Head of the Soil Survey Laboratory would duplicate that of Parker's 
Division; and that Alexander's job was not a GS-l. Of all the dirty 
things that Parker did this was about the worst. This muddied the 
water for Alexander's position so I decided to wait for two or three 
months. I talked with Dr. Byron “haw abowt it and he agreed to do 
anything that he could, so when the matter came up later I insisted 
. that Dr. Shaw be called and everything was 0.K. 
As June came on there were increasing rumors of drastic 
| reorganization of the SCS. Nobody knew what the plans were, least of 
all Dr. Salter. In our budget hearings with Mr. Coke we were asked to 
make several plans for reorganization including ones that would eliminate all 
but five regional offices, Gradually it became apparent that Mr. 
Coke should like to eliminate everything in the SCS except the Soil 


a 
Survey and the engineering services.” 


wv 
/ Secretary Benson and Assistant Secretary Coke told so many stories 

to different people that a sub-committee of the Committee on Government 
Operations of the House of Representatives held hearings on the reorganizatior 
of the Soil Conservation Service in early December 1953. These were 

published with exhibits by the Committee, 215 pp. 195i. It would be 

hard to sort out the truth. I was present when Coke gave some of the 

Specific orders that he denied later at these hearings as ever having 

been considered! 
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_ Professor René Tavernier of Belgium spent most of June and 
July with us in the United States. On that trip he Ae oe 
on soils with fragipans in the eastern part of the country from 
New York down into Tennessee. It Was always a joy to me Pt, to 
_ the staff to have him here. He was working very closely with 

- Guy Smith and others to get the European experience integrated 
with ours in io United States so that the new system would be 


/ f 
equally applicable in both continents. 
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) During June and July I continued to have an enormous correspondence 
; from my home with my loyal senior staff in the field, They kept me 
| informed of things going on and being said, and Itried to sort out the 

truth for them. These letters alone would make a book. But certainly 
| it was worth the effort to do what I could to respect their loyalty 
to me and to keep them from resigning over rumors that had no 
foundation. 

Since Assistant Secretary Coke posed as such a friend of the 

land-grant colleces Salter and I proposed that $900,000 of Service 
funds be budgeted for making contracts for soil survey work by the 
State experiment stations. We were both anxious to get this done because 
it would have helped the stations to strengthen their staffs and thus 
the cooperative program. Coke turned this down flat and no other 
opportunity ever presented itself, 


: During this period David R. Gardner was working as my assistant, 


_ He was extremely able and Pleasant. Part of the time he worked on his 


thesis which was all that he lacked for completing his work for a 
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doctor's degree in Public Administration at Harvard. Even at that 
time he did have occasional periods of illness that he put down to 


recurrences of the effects of infectious hepatitis that he had had 


during military service in the coastal areas of Brazil. 


On July 1 I got a pleasant order - not to move the principal soil 
correlators from their locations near land-grant universities to the 
SCS regional offices. 

Mr. J. W. Moon's heart condition did not improve after leaving 
his job with TVA to return to the Soil Survey. He had frequent 
heart attacks and was forced to retire in July. I had a wonderful 
letter from him. We had worked very closely for many years. He was 
the best man to train bright young men that the Soil Survey ever 
had. He knew more clearly than most others what the work was really about. 

About this same time Dean H. L. Walster retired from North 
Dakota State College. Fortunately many of my former students were 
able to organize a very nice affair for him at Fargo that he 
appreciated very much. 


On the face of it things seemed to be moving along with a firm 
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memorandum about their work to the soil scientists in the field and 

not too bad a budget. After many difficulties we were starting to make 
progress on the job of integrating the old SCS Survey with the Soil 
Survey. The job was especially difficult because of the lack of 
scholarship among the majority of the SCS soil men and the complete 
lack of appreciation of scholarship among the regional directors and 
all the other top people of the old SCS. “But we were making some 

fair starts in each region and conferences were under way in July 

at each regional office with the top soil scientists of the old 

Soil Survey. 

Then on the morning of July 9 Dr. Salter told me that his doctor 
had ordered him to leave his job as Chief of the SCS. He said he 
planned to take Parker's old place and be Director of Soil Research 
under A. Moseman in the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and 
Agricultural Engineering. He told me that Bradfield and Baver were 
being considered to replace him. It seemed doubtful to me at that 


time that Bradfield could handle the administrative side of the job. 
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At a conference with Byron Shaw later that day he told me about, 
the same thing but added that Don Williams might be SCS Chief if 
Bradfield and Baver turned the job down. He also said that Assistant 

4 


Secretary Coke wanted to move the Soil Survey and the other SCS 


research to the eee cater Research Administration. I told 

him that oe a nice man personally but that he seemed 
sy be interested mainly in flood control and appeared to have little 
idle Vet crnaccimataaien’ SYeiit beds betntet& that the 
appreciation of scholarship was so low in the SCS that the atmosphere 
for the Soil Survey and other research was now very poor, It 


would take a strong scientist to revise this atmosphere but that 


it could be ones 
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Shaw and I also discussed the possibility of a new scheme for 
the Soil Survey that would involve a transfer back to the Agricultural 
Research Administration. But I was aware of the political difficulty 
of moving all of it back because of H. H. Bennett's influence through 
the drums of the NASCD. It might be possible to move about half of the 
total - 36,000,000" - a leave one-half for farm planning. Shaw 
said he would like to have a note on it. 

(v | 

Alloway and Simonson prepared a draft that Salter and I took 
home in the evening. The next morning we discussed it and Salter 
thought that it might work and thus keep all of the soil research 
together. I mide a few revisions and took it over to Shaw but I still 
had misgivings about how the appropriations would fare in the future. 

In the afternoon Shaw said he discussed it with a group in the 
Secretary's Sifice and that a transfer was likely. I raised the question 
of future financial support. Shaw thought that it would be all right 
if set up as a separate item in ARA, I strongly urged that the matter 


LY 
be discussed with Congressman Hopy and Waters Davis in advance, 
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We also discussed the transfer of the research in the Forest Service 


to ARA and especially the combining of the hydroloey research of the 
SCS, the Forest Service and the Agricultural Research Administration, 
Salter was quite keen about this scheme assuming the following: 
(1) There mase-Be noysoil survey left in SCS except rough mapping 


for farm plans. 


(2) A real effort would be necessary for funds for the Soil 
Survey, ee ae for research and Prot cntiUms 

(3) Gnd siopekation at state level with state conservationists 
must be arranged. 

(4) The Sees tases Scientists should be agreeable to SCS, state 
experiment Eek ons: and the Soil Survey and be technically responsible 
to. the Soil Survey on all matters of soil classification, nomenclature, 
and the like. 

Still I had misgivings about what might happen to the Soil Survey. 
Salter promised to leave the leadership of basic soil researcyf\ open to 


me if I wanted it. But I wasn't thinking so much of myself as of the 


other men. Then too, the soil scientists on my staff could have a 
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more beneficial influence - so badly needed - on the farm planning 


work within the SCS, How I needed a crystal ball! 


While this was going on Carl Brown and E. A. Norton were juggling 


the little watersheds provided for in the 195) budget to get the 


maximum of congressional advantage. Somehow I lacked confidence in Carl 


Brown's approach, Howard Cook had deprecated the SCS engineers a 


great deal but now I was also getting suspicious of his motives. Even 


after I had arranged a good opportunity for him, he took no advantage 


of it. (A few months later he transferred to the Corps of Army 


Engineers, ) 


a 7 


I have no idea how it happened but Gladwin floung was brought in 


from his job on the Missouri Valley Plan to be assistant to Earl Coke, 


On July 16 he came to me with a list of candidates that Coke had 


Sp a ii i ac 


given him for Chief of’ SCS. Neither of us knew how he had got the 


Cog ape See eS a 


names and most of them were out of the question, I mentioned 


Baver and Bradfield again but, above all, the new chief should be 


‘Some prominent soil scientist, 
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He raised a ples about the SCS regional offices, I admitted 


that most of the present directors were not competent for their 
positions, (Bennett was a very poor judge of men.) But that this 
fact should not eA iste the organization. They could be replaced by 
competent people, I emphasized the @normous handicap of ae te the 
Soil Survey or other research through the present staff of the regional 
offices or of the state Conservationists. He agreed that both should 


- 


be run as 4 line organizations. 


A bit eater Salter, round; amd I had a visit. Young said that 
Baver had made a poor impression on Coke but was nevertheless offered 
the job. He turned it down because it was now political - "Schedule 
c*. Then Salter said, "Kelloge should be Chief," Young mee a v4 

doubted that I wanted it either as a political position and pointed 

out that the pressure against me from the old Bennett crowd would be 
terrific, 


As the days moved along the rumors got worse but neither Salter 


noft I were told anything. Everything was so "up in the air" that it 
| d 
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Baa not possible to plan either Soil Survey or research competently. 

In all regions except the southeastern states, meetings weve held 
of the state soil scientists and correlators to develop training programs 
and déferiptive legends as required by a memorandum signed by Dr. Salter 
on June 22, A senior staff man from my office attended each one. 

Reports were qi ts good for the Middle-West and Great Plains and poor 
for the far West and Northeast, 

In the South Dr. Alloway went with ong or two men from the regional 
office for meetings in each state, Although in the beginning Dr, 
Alloway was the most optimistic about the transfer I shall never 


forget his complete change after this trip. He stéod in front of my 


desk and said, "Doc, you can never make it, never in this world," 
| Except in Kentucky and Tennessee, he had met only resistance and backwardness, 
From that moment his only thought was to get another job. 

On August 7 we got orders from Coke to rejustify all budget items 

for both fiscal 195) and 1955. This was a terrific week-end job. ‘Then 


I got orders to increase (sic) the estimate for increasing the funds 


for the Soil Survey, which I did from $1,700,000 to $2, 500,000. This 
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would have raised our total from $5,922,000 to $8,22,000. It went 


over August 13. 

Then a few days later we got a notice of budget allowances 
including an 88 ,000 , 000 cut of which $1,000,000 was to come irom the 
Soil Survey. We ate BES to work out a federal-state set up without 
any regional offices, take out about 50 area offices, and reduce the 

_ technical staff, especially in biology, agronomy, and the like. But 
some of the cut a to come out of field Sri ches After this there 
was a long ae tba of silence about budgets. 

August 2) I went to Boston and saw Robert a few minutes in the evening 
at the Manger Hotel. At 5:30 in the morning I went up to Exeter in 
Bee Henbehire and met with the state conservationists of the Northeast, 
They were impressed nell: I believe, that they had to get down to 
business on soils training and descriptive legends. We had no 
fireworks but we had some firm talk. 

That evening I returned to Boston and spent the evening with 


Robert and Joan, The next day I had a long session with Dr. Black and 


he had lunch with Robert and me. In the afternoon I had quite a book 
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buying spree - the first for many months, Then Robert, Joan, and I 
had dinner together and I took the evening train to Washington. 

I had my only real fuss with the Forest Service about this fans 
pney offered a job oe grade too high to Kobert Gardner, David's older 
brother. In order i give hin this offer they made him a state agent 
to supervise "soil and vegetation surveys" financed with state money 
turned over to the California Experiment Station of the United 
States Forest ow to administer. I told them that Robert was 
good but not oo good. Before long he made trouble for all of us 
but especially for the Forest Service. Then they underrated him as much 
as they had previously overrated him and he finally got fired. 


Along about the first of September Lucille went back to Michigan 


to bring my mother to live with us. Previously she had been in the 


local hospital at Sheridan to be treated for pneumonia, She was in 
quite good shape after being here a few days. 

ne 10 and 11 we had a USDA-~ State ear eense on grass and 
fertilizers. Several of the State leaders brought up their state 


problems and said what they were doing. Then the research leaders in 
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the USDA likewise explained their current programs, Assistant Secretary 
Coke attended an evenincg session and said that, "From here on the 
_ USDA will emphasize research and education rather than other things." 
About September 15, Salter, Dykes, and I were called into conference 
with the budget director and other assistants of Coke and told to take 
all the cut, exeeph the $1,000,000 for Soil Survey, from overhead. 
We reworked the budget as ordered but this would take nearly all the 
technical miaericrhant that for engineering, soil survey, and flood 
control. This looked like a move to end the SCS as a national program. 
Certainly many SCS people had behaved very badly for several years, 
But Bennett now was gone and gradual changes could have been made, 
Certainly any one could expect the NASCD to muster enormous support against 
any such cut in the next session of the Congress, 
During this last budget hearing I insisted on a meeting with Coke 
about the Soil Survey and especially the $800,000 cut in euntorraphaee 
Salter and I went to see Coke and his staff September 16, I put it 


up to him very frankly, "Do you want one Soil Survey or two?" TI explained 


_ our whole plan for the Soil Survey, both objectives and difficulties, 
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He insisted strongly that none of the people in the old SCS knew 
anything about soils nor had made Soil maps of any use whatsoever, 
(Apparently he had seen the "soil conservation" maps of the west coast, 
which did not eStaaene names of the soils and were poorly done indeed. ) 
I explained that mune of the maps were poor and failed to map the 
named kinds of soil, but that 25 percent of the old SCS soil scientists 
were able to make good basic soil Surveys under the general leadership 
of my top oper He expressed qnanotee I explained that some of 
them had worked on our cooperative soil surveys as state employees and 
that a few surveys had been Cooperative with SCS, Ona little 
blackboard in his office I drew a map of Iowa and explained the use of 
the old scs maps and of the basic soil maps across the State, It 
seemed to do some good, 

Coke was emphatic for one basic soil survey. I explained that the 
cut of $890,000 in cartography would ruin it. Our biggest problem was 
to speed up publication, Then he had to leave. He told the budget 


officer "to fix it up" and give me the $800,000 within the current 


allowances}, So later that day at the request of the budget officer I 
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worked up a series of charges + be made to farmers for individual 
me. their farms to make up the total amount. I was simply 
taking a chance that the Congress would not go along with this. (We 
had a bit of nervous time about this. The House Comnittee let it ZO, 
but on a motion from the floor the charges were eliminated and the 
$809,000 added ‘by about three votes. But this was enough. ) 

By now word was leaking out about the cuts. The morale of the 
staff was very Tee? Se ociany that in the regional offices. The 
NASCD began to blister Benson in the "Tuesday Letter", These boys 
were working up a fight to carry to the White House and to the Congress. 
The Woe paper's were blistering the new little booklet on Strengthening 


American agriculture through research and education, (USDA Secretary's 


Office, August lh, 19534), which never once used the word "conservation." 


Many congressmen and senators were telling Ike that Benson had to ZO~6 
Ike gave Benson an assignment to make a speech in Wisconsin but it 


was purely defensive, At that time I wrongly predicted to myself that 


v 


« 


Benson wouldn't last. But unhappily he did last - for eight long 


anti-intellectual yeors, 
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We had a terrible blow near the end of September with the sudden 
death of Dr. Iver Nygard from Leukemia,. He was a first-class soil 
scientist and I had been counting heavily on his help. 

At the end of September Mary Alice went to Radbliffe College for 
a year's special course given by the Harvard Business School. 

Bseri es) about cutting out the fe hional offices of the SCS had gotten 
into the newspapers. The pressure on Coke and on the White House was 
terrific. pretnaryiae during October I waited at Coke's office to see 
him}, I was afraid that he might weaken, I strongly urged him not to, 
The regional staffs were poor and if he weakened under pressure he 
Boxer could fix them. I explained that the only way to fix them was 
to cut them out. Even if it turned out later that we should have 
Be eional offices they could be reconstituted with competent leadership, 
I told him that I doubted that anyone else in SCS would have the courage 
to tell him the truth. Most of the staff realized that these offices 
were unnecessary roadblocks between Washington and the field. He 


assured me that he would not weaken. Unhappily, as it turned out, 


Gladwin Young was with him and heard part of this conversation, 
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On October 12 Dr. Salter called the following into his office to 
- summarize the situation: Dykes, Williams, Kellogg, Heinen, Gaston, 
Graham, Norton, Hopkins, Carl Brown, Mohagen, and Rule. He undertook 
to review the situation which worried him no end. He felt that he 
would be blamed. Salter knew perfectly well that the regional offices 
should go mit he hadnt taken a stand for their removal, as he should 
have and as he believed, and didn't want to be blamed for their loss, 

He PERCEAA Sout be saying that he was convinced Earl Coke intended 
to reduce the SCS in order to build up Extension, 

He recalled that early in June there hed been a joint meeting in 
Washington of four state extension directors and four state conservationists 
(SCS) along with Coke, Salter, Ferguson (the new Republican Extension 
Director), and perhaps others. Tootel was one of the directors. 
Salter quoted him as saying that the two agencies were in conflict; 
and that much of the work in SUS was educational and should be done by 
Extension. Another director took the opposite point of view. 


vor ; 
Salter reviewed the budget gyrations includig# the alternative 


Without regional offices. He said that he was directed to make cuts 
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in the field of farm planners and aides but not soil surveyors. He 
said that on August 2) he had appealed to Under Secretary Morse for 
reconsideration of the allowances but was refused. He pointed out that 
by then Coke was devoting all his time to departmental reorganization. 
It was on August 25 that Coke told Salter that the regional offices 
would be dropped out and the budget reduced for housekeeping and 


abow— 
for technicians abewt the local level, 


~ 


He reviewed the session of September 2 with Coke (Salter, bykes, 


Kellogg, Heinen, and Dorngy). We had tried to show the bad effects 
these proposals would have on technical leadership. Dornigy showed that 
the estimates for housekeeping in Coke's plan. were far too low. 
Then Salter argued for six regional offices, 
(é 

On September 10 Dr. Salter sent a stronily-worded memo to Coke 
presenting this reworked plan under which $500,000 for housekeeping 
would be available for technicians. 

Coke acknowledged this proposal by telephone but apparently gave 
it no consideration. Salter concluded that the whole objective of 


Coke's plan was political - to reduce the SCS in relation to Extension, 
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not for efficiency nor economy. (I didn't quite agree with that but 
didn't say so. On the regional offices I thought Coke was honest and 
right. The old SCS boys had to pay for their years of incompetence and 
arrogance, It was a crying shame that Salter, who was ill, perhaps 
more mental ly than phystoally, was taking all of the blame for those 
many years of Bennett! s personal empire.) 

Mr. Dykes then took over and explained that we would have a 
Be Washington staff, except in the iehaecseetts functions, This 
plan Be ected taxi "administrator," in place of a "chief", a deputy 
administrator, and the state conservationists reporting directly to 
the administrator. There would be an assistant administrator sr 
for field services and one for management, (Fortunately Coke didn't 
buy this but insisted on a separate assistant administrator for soil 
survey. Plant technology was almost put in with it, Considering the 
staff, thank heavens it wasn't, 


The state conservationists would be partly GS-1 and partly GS-13, 


Each would have a soil conservationist, a conservation engineer, a 
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state soil scientist, and an administrative officer. The number of 
assistant state conservationists would vary with the program. The 

two assistant chief positions held by Norton and Graham were to be 
eliminated. At ee all plant science positions were eliminated. 
There was no plan Por handling research, other than the soil survey, 
but it was to be budgeted. Obviously the other research was to be 
transferred to Beltsville, 

Norton Te how far the people Te go "without getting the 
Schedule C <7 in trouble?" (This applied to Salter, Dykes, and 
Heinen.) He continued, "When this plan becomes known it will be 
defeated," 

Then Salter explained that he was leaving the Service at the order 
of his physician and going back to Beltsville in charge of soils 
research. He said that Coke was having trouble to find a successor. 

Don Williams said that Coke had told him that after fiscal year 
195 the SCS would no longer service the hegttcuebn’y consexta Won 

| Progran (ACP) so he supposed that Extension would. He said that he 


told Coke he should like to return to the SCS since he wasn't 


sympathetic to the plans for ACP, (I doubt that he put it that way ye Che!) 
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Salter announced that the regional directors would be in the mext 
day to discuss reorganization. According to present plans the whole 
departmental reorganization would be explained to the top staff on 
October 1h. After that there was to be a meeting im each region 
of the state ener dit dates te and the regional staffs. Salter would 
go to the Northeast and Southeast, Williams to the Southern Plains, 

Lee Gaston to the Southwest, Carl Brown to the Central Plains, and Dykes 
to the Beeler’ the Pacific fies ieee 

Already Touts Merrill of the Fb. Worth regional office had resigned. 
(Which was wonderful news to many.) 

At lunch I had a brief talk with Dr. Salter about J. C. Dykes 
and PB ticcua if I could discuss his qualifications with Earl Coke 
_ because of the very unfair rumors about Dykes that I understood were 
going to Coke. (Actually I believed these were stirred up by 
E. A. Norton.) 

I reflected that evening that the months ahead were going to be 


very rough. Yet the future for the Soil Survey looked very much 


brighter since most of the regional directors were not qualified to 
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deal with that work competently. Salter knew that the regional offices, 
with the existing staff, were unnecessary, and that these staffs could 
not be made competent in a reasonable time. When I discussed any 
incompetent tae with him he always agreed but insisted he was 
one of a minority. (Sau the trouble was that this minority held many 
key positions. Don Williams was playing it very cool and quiet. He 
was doing everything to get into the favor of the SCS staff, the ACP 
staff, the NASCD, and Mr. Coke. 

On Schober 13 the same staff met again with the regional directos 


and Salter repeated about what he had said the previous day. He. 


and Dykes both were very critical of Coke's intentions, They simply 


would not recognize the great body of opinion in the SCS against these 
offices, Don Williams was critical also but he mixed it with a kind 

of shrewd Shyness and cynicism. Salter said that the meeting the 
previous June of state conservationists and extension directors, 

"would havelbeen good if Coke had been open minded," 

po euethen said, "We will discuss the steps to be taken if we have 


to follow the damn thing." (Coke's plan.) 
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About 11 o'clock Rule distributed copies of the new plan for the 


Department that split the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and 
eliminated the research bureaus within the ARA, which then béame the 
Agricultural Es Service (ARS), 

At 11:30 we ment to the auditeriun and heard Benson and especially 
Coke explain the plan which was not yet completely finalized. Coke 
did indicate on a chart for SCS an Assistant Administrator for Soil 
Survey not Secs with anything else. ee I left I went by Moseman 
and Qui senberry. Both had tears in their eyes, (This part of the 
reorganization was pure Shaw - not Coke. Shaw had tried to get this 
done much earlier, It turned out to te a bad move. ) 

We went back to the conference but Dykes stuck to his special 
chart without the assistant administrator for Soil Survey. There 
was much talk about "If Benson's plan sticks." Williams said that 
we cannot hope to save the regional offices but we should try to save 
the research and more "top-level" technical staff, 


I was annoyed and amazed to see Bill Southworth, ang employee 


of the NASCD, permitted to sit in this highly confidential conference 
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and take all the handouts. I knew this would make trouble. (And it did.) 

October 1) I discovered that Mr. Coke had seriously misquoted me 
to Waters Dévis so I wrote Waters a letter denying that I had ever 
said that less than 25 percent of the soil surveyon's time in the 
old SCS was spent fa mapping. I explained what I did say, all in 
the presence of Dr, Salter and others. 

On October 1) I went with Dr. Salter for a slow, pro forma 
defense of our budget at the Bureau of the Budget. Obviously the 
examiners were not enthusiastic about the cuts. (No examiner likes to 
be overruled by the Congress and they knew that they would be on this.) 
But all had their orders. 

In the afternoon we went over in more detail with the regional 
directors what had to be done in the months ahead. At 4:30 p.m. 
the whole staff went to the auditorium to hear Coke explain the 
Mees anivetion, He again used his chart for Soil Survey - not Dykes', 
When we went out Heinen said, "I hope Coke has the other charts more 


accurate than those for SCS, The budget cuts makes his impossible," 
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I explained to Ray that the budget had nothing to do with the organi zation 
of the Soil Survey. I felt there might be some kind of intrigue. 
(Ray Heinen and I had worked very closely up to this point and 
gradually less oy in the years that followed for some reason that 
I have never known. ) 

paths the next two weeks I was acting administrator a good deal 
of the time while the others were away for the meetings in the regional 
ert.¢6s,, All of ie details of SCS were prdanesat by the NASCD to 
the newspapers ena to members of Congress. A reporter got Coke out 
of bed for the morning papers, He called me and gave me a blistering 
lecture on the telephone. I told him that I didn't know how it got 


out. I called Williams, Salter, and Dykes and they all swore they 


didn't know. A little later I made my peace with Coke. At the 


hearing in the House of Representatives on December 3 and h, 1953, 
Southworth admitted attending the meeting, taking the confidential 
materials, and giving them circulation. 

Salter bee asked me also to approach Karl wuisenberry for the job 


of heading up Plant Technology after we had had Eric Winters in for 
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a conference sen it. Karl was awfully mad at Shaw and Coke but 
not quite mad enough to transfer. Also I had the job of negotiating 
with ARS on the details of the transfer of research. This was a 
big job because i nh the boys were one-half research and one-half 
operations and woeitus some didn't want to transfer. In the past 
most of the travel funds had been from operations so I got Salter to 
agree to transfer some $50,000 or so that we were not required to 
transfer so that ie work could go on, 

Octobe? 22 I wrote a personal letter to Dr. Pierre summarizing 
briefly how things were going and pointing out Hub Alloways 
unhappy attitude. I was really asking Pierre to talk to Hub about it 
to see if he couldn't convince him of his great opportunity in the 
reorganized Soil Survey. lver since his visit to state offices in 
the southern states, Hub was trying to get back to Beltsville. He 


always had moved about a great deal, however, To him, the grass was 


best just over the fence, 


57h 


Salter kept explaining that up until November 1 Benson had planned 


to appoint a South Carolina businessman heacing a seed company as 
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Administrator of the SCS, Coke had not got any top-level soil scientist 
to accept a Schedule C job. At the last mintite Salter insisted that 
he talked the Secretary into naming Don Williams. 

So the le ei came out November 2 that Williams would become 
the acting Stimind strator of SCS and Salter would transfer to ARS 
in charge of soil research. (Soon Williams had his political clearance 
and the "acting" was dropped.) 

I saw Willians with Salter for a few minutes after lunch. We 


told him about the plan for Quisenberry. He said, "We should not make 


any commitments until after the organizationa chart is firmed up." 


\ P ~, . x 
MAXNENVAAAS A, AS 
This was no answer since it already was firm, Don talked well at the 


aN 


staff conference later except for his amazing statement, "I have done 
nothing waakewex whatsoever to get this appointment." But he sure 
did and very shrewdly. 

The feelings affeinst the elimination of the regional offices and 
the budget cuts (plant technology had been put back already) were 
running sory. high. Many congressmen had spoken strongly about it. 


This was the reason that the Secretary put the plan into effect at 
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once. It seemed obvious that there would be an investigation and 
that the cuts would be restored, 

Coke appointed Gladwin Young as Deputy Administrator, which moved 
Dykes out. Williams, who was an engineer, and Young with a little 
economic training AS Purdue, would run the nation's largest soil 
program from Schedule G jobs. Williams told me that he had a big 
job to keep Dykes at all. But he was made Assistant Administrator for 
field services. Seat so long as Benson Peuesned he could not attend 
budget Retines. 

We had a slight calm after th’ explosion of November 2 with 
Salter leavin’ and Williams coming in. On November 3 there was much 
activity in the Administrator's Office but my opinions were neither 
sought for nor put forward, Late: in the afternoon Williams asked me 
down to discuss the qualifications of Dr. Karl Quisenberry to head 


Plant Technology. 


Williams told me that he wanted me to stay as Assistant Administrator 


for Soil Survey. Itold him that I was willing to leave if he should 
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rather have someone else but he insisted that I stay. It was apparent 


that I would have cartography but nothing was said about plant 

E technology or research liaison, for which I was thankful. I had all 

I could hope to do with the Soil Survey. Williams spoke vacuely of 

c readjustments and ree He said he was assured that he would be 
"acting" for only a a time and would then be given the full rank. 

i; He further said that he felt sure he could pick exactly whom he wanted 

for his staff. Obviously his chief concern was Simple : Don Williams, 

Yet I felt this might work out best with so many conflicting interests, 

So far as I could tell he had no really close friends. (From then on 

it was obvious that Williams was very ambitious for something but I 


never found out exactly what for.) 


On the 5th of November Williams sent out a sort of soothing 
letter to the entire staff. Shortly thereafter he announced kmak the 
appointment of Van Dersal as Assistant Administrator for Management, 
He had been personnel officer for awhile and then a regional assistant 
for management with Williams out of the Portland office, Van was 


bright enough but not eager to work. Salter had previously decided 
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on Carl Dorney who would have been a good one I think. Certainly 


he was a wonderful budget officer, 


The reorganization did not come soon enough to relieve Dr. 
W. S. Ligon from the great pressure against him stirred up by Glen 


(one-eyed) Fuller. He had a nervous collapse that put him in the 


a 


hospital. It certainly was a shame that he had to take the treatment 


that he did. From then on I did everything I could to back him up and 


a 


to protect him. 
2 


The Soil Science Society meetings were held that year in Dallas. 
Hub Alloway and some of the others went but I staid in Washington 


because the state conservationists were called in to meet with 


Don Williams. ( Durig the whole of the autumn I spent a good deal of ~ 


\ 


. 
my time preparing and checking statements about the nature, requirements, 
/ 


and use of soil surveys for different purposes besides extensive _ 


ee 


correspondence, 
The schedule for disbanding the regional offices and changing 
over to the new organization was firmed up with them and there were 


many individual discussions about staff and the like, 
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a 
ibs 
At Hub's sugcestion I wrote a long letter to Dr. Pierre about our 
situation including my conviction that I should stay on. If I left 
now it would be misinterpreted and make trouble, Further, I could 
| see that a strong Soll Survey staff could have an important effect to 
Porove the batt cfenay of the big expenditures under conservation 
erations. I saw the biggest difficulty ahead to be the maintenance 
of scientific standards. So ing as the administrator's position 
remained tiene C, it would be Seine difficult to attract a 
prominent soil scientist to it. I also emphasized the importance of 
having the soil scientists of the SCS within each state report to the 
state soil scientist. If the collezes really wanted to help they 
could emphasize the need for more soil correlation staff, (But I 
never did get any help from them on budget or otherwise. Never once 
did they da aed before the congressional committees in support of the 
works ) 


Dr. Pierre wrote to me nearly the same time about his conversations 


with Hub Alloway but he didn't have much luck talking him out of going 
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back to Beltsville. Bill was extremely worried about the future, but 


he was only one of a large number, 


———— 
After all the wrestling with the personnel people, who should have \/ 


been helping me, the GS-1) grades came through for the top staff of 

the Soil Survey. 

Most of my tine was now being taken up with the very complicated 
problems pre eae out staffing arrangements under the new organization 
and Bre IE with my field staff, The biggest job was to find 
something for the regional soil scientists to do. This took a good 

deal of negotiation within the Service and with the state experiment 
‘Stations, We decided to move Arnold Baur from state soil scientist to 
Soil correlation. But New York absolutely refused to have anything to 

_ do with Henry Adams. 

The big show in early December was the hearing before a sub-committee 
of the Committee on Government Operations on the reorganization of the 
Soil Conservation Service. The fact that Republicans had a slight 
majority made things easier for the administration, But it was bad 


enough as it was. 
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My mother was living with us and seemed to be feeling quite well. 


_ Mary Alice had come dow from Cambridge about the 18th of December 


and Joan and Robert were coming for Christmas, She was looking forward 


_ very much to this holiday and to meet Joan. 


Just after dinnér December 21 she had a sudden heart attack, 


Apparently she never knew what happened; she just collapsed on the floor. 


Tucille placed a towel on her head and called the physician who 


Suggested ammonia fumes. She gave two short gasps but never recovered 


Consciousness, The physician - Dr. David Clayman came in a few minutes 


and found no signs of life. He called the coroner who gave permission 


for us to carry her to the bed, 


We called the undertaker here, and one in Tonia, Michigans; Robert 


in Cambridge; and old friends, the Saffords, near Palo, 

Everything was so sudden and so Shocking. By 11:00 p.m. all 
arrangements were made, The weather was so bad in Michigan that we 
ed to go by train, 


December 22, Lucille and I went to the funeral parlor, chose a 


Casket, and got our tickets. We had to get money because the total 
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cost would be well over $1,000. I had also to make arrangements at 


my office and for the possibility of hauling furniture from Palo here, 


The three of us took the B. and 0. to Detroit at 5:50 p.m. 


On December 23 we arrived in Detroit in the morning. It took some 


time to arrange our return reservations and to look after the switching 
of the casket to the Grand Trunk train to Ionia. Undertaker Dale 
Kaufman was on hand at lonia, After dinner the Saffords came for us 


= 


and we went out to their farm home. 


On December 24 I sorted and listed Mother's papers that had been 


left in the safe with Ralph Safford. 


We went to the Wingeiers for dimer (at noon) and then to the 


Methodist Church for the funeral at 1:30. A great many people were 


there despite the time on the day Before Christmas and the very cold 
and windy weather. It was bitter cold at the cemetery. 

Franklin Austin took us to Mother's house and x we besan the 

_ terrible job of sorting. In her desk I found her will, leaving one 
thousand dollars each to Robert and to Mary Alice with the rest, which 


.. 
e 


was not much, to Lucille and me. Yet Mother left us a few shares of 
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_ Detroit Edison and Consumers Power soaek that doubled in “rn during 
the next ten years, 

We decided to sort out a few things that would be useful to ship 
home; to give away mBe remaining useful things, and xotexk to destroy 
the personal fheree we didn't want and would be of no value to others. 
She did have one oil space heater that we sold to a stranger living 
in Palo. 

My gee imprudently sold the mes at a eta t 2 low price 
with the Sine that he and Mother would have use of their house 
so long as either lived. Thus the house now belonged to a Mr. Way. 

He called and said that we need ba in no hurry. 

Fortunately the tenant had started some fires in the house but 
it was still very colg. We worked that evening until supper time, 
ate at the Wingeiers and went to the Saffords for bed very tired indeed, 

December 25 the three of us went back to the old Kellogg farmhouse 
to sort and to burn. We returned to the Saffords for Christmas 


dinner at noon and they came back with us and took a good deal of the 


furniture. We gave things to other neighbors and to the tenant. 
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Dgcember 26 we went to Ionia and consulted Mother's lawyer, a 
Mr. H. H. Gemeund. We gave him papers as follows: (1) a copy of her 
will, (2) the death certificate, (3) a receipt for the filed will, and 
(4) a receipt for Me Ionia funeral expenses. We then went to the bank 
and took our her ere of $502 and I wrote a check for $65.51 for 
a Hyattsville funeral expenses, At the bank we took $0 in cash 
and a check for $660.13 which covered her savings and checking accounts. 
We went to the woes Library and gitetedbthan the books and a man 
came later pee thaws 

We went back to the Wingeiers for lunch and then to the old farmhpuse 
for more sorting. Many of the things were given to the Wingeiers for 
them and their daughter. 

We spent all day Sunday, December 27, at the old house ard placed 
all of the things to be picked up by the truck for Hyattsville in the 
parlor except for the refrigerator in the kitchen. We saved the fine 
old furniture that had belonged to my Kellogg grandparents. The 

nicest piece was an old walnut secretary of about 1830. Besides were 


chairs, including a platform rocker, a bedroom set, two tables, and 


the nice old books my grandmother had. 
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On Monday, December 28 we visited the lawyer in Ionia and completed 
the papers to close out Mother's estate. After lunch we went to the 
probate court and everything was filed and settled, 

I was told that I must send forms and noterized receipts for 
funeral expenses. 

On December 29 we were up early and took the train for Detroit, 
Mary Alice had gone two days earlier, 

We reached — December 30th and took care of all of the 
remaining items on my mother's estate at our bank, 

This turned out to be a very difficult experience partly because 
of the suddeness of her passing and partly because it broke our remaining 
tie with the old home. Perhaps worst of all, was the sorting out of 
all the things she had cherished and cared for so many years. 


Robert and Joan arrived from Boston Thursday the 3lst and stayed 


until Sunday. They all left for Cambridge on Sunday January 3rd, 
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oe 


When I returned to the office Monday, January 3 I found that my 
staff had been working well and had sent forward to Mr. Williams 
several tentative new locations for correlators and principal soil 
correlators. 

While I was ee Ray Roberts had written me from Berkeley saying 
that he really wasn't qualified for oy enlarged responsibility. Ray 
eee done that before and I knew he didn't expect me to believe him, but 
the staff all aia believe it. Sol called Bill Johnson in Lincoln, 
explained Piorsi tustion and asked him if he wanted to go to Berkeley 
to head the western work. He agreed. So then I got Aandahl on the 
telephone and he agreed to take over the Great Plains. 

It — out that Bill Johnson had the foresight also to write 
to Ray Roberts and had a reply from him confirming that this was his 
desire. And Bill had a copy of Ray's ae to me. When Bill got 
out to Berkeley the air was very chilly. Word had got around that Bill 
had run Ray out of his job. In a fit of pique one day John Barnes, 


state conservationist in California, told Bill as much. Then Bill 


showed him the whole file. Ultimately this put an end to the rumors. 
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The Service had also got out a general reorganization memo with 
target dates for closing out the old regional offices. 
We had difficulties placing people from the regional offices and 
getting agreement with the experiment stations on some of the state 
soil scientists. ‘We got two very good men into the correlation work 
from the old sae. 2 Arnold Baur and Dr. r. B. Hutchings, Paschall 
moved into Nygard's old job. Marvin Lawson came in but did poorly. 
I was unhappy on Carl Ferguson quit and went back to ECA, Fortunately 
Simpson, former state soil scientist in Texas, left. Since about 
1945, he had learned nothing nor forgotten anything. (But after that 
he went with the Indian Service and quite effectively blocked reasonable 
cooperation for many years.) Several state soil scientists were 
finally accepted by me grudgingly and about three others were confirmed 
Without my approval. Of this group of 20 or so who seemed doubtful 
q to me, two turned out reasonably well in time, a few retired, and the 
others drageed their feet for many years. 
By this time at least some training programs had been under way 


in each state. But the big job was ahead. Perhaps one-half of even 
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the state soil scientists had to start with basic training on how to 
describe a soil, Roy Simonson was especially pessimistic but I was 
confident that there were some real good men in the old SCS if we could 
just spot them and ech them started. This turned out to be true. Yet 
we had trouble hata the personnel division was unconcerned with 
either scholarship or ability and it was hard for me to bump the nearly 
dead ones that had been "loyal to the Service" even though they had no 
_ other ee ee All of this was a Greene dirty business but 

it had to be nae on. Had I been willing to be a "good fellow" and 
recognize the old "loyal timekeepers" we should have had a horrible 
staff and I would sagen lost more of the good men than I did, 

But betas organization many other thines had to be done. It 
seemed important that I go to the Fifth Congress of the International 
Society of Beit Science being held in Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, 
during August. This arrangement had been firmed up during the 
“previous November. Also I accepted an invitation to visit the Gold Coast 


on the way to the Congo and the British Advisory Service on the way 


back. I decided to accept Jurion's invitation to make a full-dress 
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speech on Soil Conservation at the Congress in order to reverse the 
wrong ideas that many of these people had had from reading Bennett 
and Lowdermilk,. 

We also started prepare a detailed edministrator's memorandum 
on the conduct of the Soil Survey work. This had to be policy, 
direction, and some plain schooling. We worked very hard at it but 
it took a lot of time to get it written with full staff agreement, 

During eteintiie I also wrote a geod many other statements 
including a tier detailed one that I discussed at rreat length 
with the field representatives and other top staff. 

As I went over it with them I left nothing much to the imagination 
and Peversdethé following outline-in detail: 

I. General outline of the program. 
1. The consolidation of the former Soil Conservation surveys 
with the National Cooperative Soil Survey. Reasons and 
firm intentions. 


2. The two jobs of the Soil Survey, (1) to guide technical 


assistance, and (2) to supply the classification and maps 
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needed for research synthesis and to meet the needs for soil 
maps of other state, federal, and local agencies as well as 
private persons. 

3. The equal and vital importance of sound science and quantitive 
interpretations for uss 

Be wetart organization including the detailed organization and 
functions of the staff in Washington, the Washington-field 


staff, and the state staffs. 


5. Policies of cooperation to achieve a sound basic soil survey. 


II. Major problems. 
i. Serious training needs of Service and scientists, 
2. Need for many more men skilled in soil correlation, 
ran 

3. Need for movement. of, for training. 
hh. Inportance of nation-wide system of classification and interpretation. 
5. Great untapped opportunities for fuller use of soil surveys 

within the Service. 


6. Importance of further state cooperation. 


7. Importance of prompt publication and costs involved. 
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o. Scheduling and management of cartographic services, 


III. How the field representatives can help. 


and the importance of the basic soil survey 


2.. Help us find both the "worst" and the "best" places, 


3. Help insure the appraisal of the soil survey needs of other 


agencies, 


kk. Some of our immediate problems stem from incompetent people 


in technical positions, 


At meetings of state conservationists I hed to go over the details 


of all of these points again and again in the years that followed, 
By the end of Jamuary we had most of the major shifts among 
key people fairly well settled. 

who was 


Early in February, Director Walker of the Utah Station, 


chairman of the Land-Grant Soil Survey Committee, gave me confidentially 


copies of most of the letters he had received from the state experiment 


Stations. This was quite a mixed bag of ideas but on the whole helpful. 
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Explaining to the state conservationists their new responsibilities 


to other activities, 
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Two that were highly impracticable then were put forward, (1) to 


_ transfer the whole thing back to ARS, and (2) to have soil correlation 


i 


ny 


(! 
decisions made by state committees, a 


All the principal soil correlators, but especially Bill Johnson, 
: Dw 
sent me frequent appraisals of the work, of the mgn, and of the gossip. 
This large volume of personal correspondence from the principal soil 
correlators helped me no end and gave me many opportunities to help 


them. But it took a great deal of time. 


Finally at the end of February Dr. Hub Alloway returned to Beltsville, 


Despite the progress we were making he never got over his trip to the 
Southern state offices. So then we had the job of finding a successor. 
I spent a tad of time on this. Aandahl would have been the best man 
but I couldn't replace him so I settled on A. A. Klingebiel. He 

_ reported for duty near the end of April and I had a serious training 
problem for more than two years. He was conscientious and worked hard 
but his logic and writing were inadequate, We both sweat together and 


finally he came through. 
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March 9 I spent in New York giving a lecture on Our Garden Soils 
to the Men's Garden Club of New York City. Most of these men were 
) very highly placed. I went out to their show and saw the president 
of one of the biggest banks on Wall Street down on his knees showing 
a Bronx housewife how to make chrysanthemum cuttings. I am sure she 
would have died of fright had she Gide whom he was, These important 
men took turns at this sort of thing for two or three days. I don't 
know where earn the world one could see something like this. 

Then, petentese" I had my own garden to worry about. 

Ever since the spring of 1943 after moving to 100 Nicholson 
Street in Hyattsville, gardening had taken up a good deal of my time, 
Actually, i: didn't really compete with other things much because I 
worked out as many problems in my mind in the garden as I ever did in 
the office. And the exercise helped some to telieve tensions. The 
soil at our place was very poor for gardenine. It was too clayey, too 
‘sloping, and had a hardpan from a previous cycle of genesis, 


When we started a victory garden during the war, I told Lucille 


that this was quite a gamble. "If we have a good garden people will 
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say,'he Ponts have; he is a soil scientist.' But if we have a poor 
garden they will say, 'Look at that garden, And he calls himself a 
soil scientist.' " 

Mr. Allinson who was business manager of the Bureau of Plant 
Industry for many years, helped me get started with azaleas, Then 
after the war ih rather rapidly dropped all the fruits and vegetables 
and kept up an azalea garden with a few other things. Bu. 1960 over 
35 tons of Sears been set in it so that most plants had their 
individual stone terraces. But as the plants grew we learned which 
ones to favor and which ones to get rid of. Also the little terraces 
had to be continually adjusted. This garden was planned as an outdoor 
living or and we used it a greatideal in the summer, especially 
before air conditioning. 

Every year we had a big bustle in the spring to get started 
and every autumn the job of gathering up the leaves and making compost, /))/) 


to be turned the next June, and used in March or April after that. 
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During March I made the first draft fof a paper for an International 


Population Conference in Rome. FAO asked me to deal with the subject, 


How shall we discover our agricultural resources? Because of the 


commitments already made it wasn't possible for me to attend the 


meeting but the paper was included with the transactions. 


¥ 


The Work-Planning Conference of the National Cooperative 


Soil Survey was held in St. Louis March 15-20. 
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MARCH 15-20, 1954 


__ This conference had a fvery] heavy workload. Mr. Williams came 


for awhile and saw bev it was handled. We had Pgs 30 people, which 
Aetna Come iae 
was most too much but not all of them janeyees ee laes three of our 


(Canadian associates we had with us Professor L. J. H. Teakle, of the 


| University of Queensland, Australia. 


“In fy opening statement Seeger re-emphasized the importance of 
e 
both the scientific work and the interpretation work. We were devel- 
oping and improving our system of classification bul. needed a sound 


and consistent theory of soil survey interpretations. 


The proceedings of this conference would make a small book. Our 

| first emphasis was given to the new, System of classification. This was 
! a staff undertaking “Degun, in “i951 under the chairmanship of Dr. Guy D. 

| Smith, During our first staff conference in 1951 he submitted a brief 
| outline that we agreed to call tthe “First Approximation." Then in 

| April 1952 he developed a somewhat longer outline as a "Second Approxi- 
mation." This had been revised during the following:,year and in 


September 1953 came out as a "Third Approximation." This draft 


formed the basis of the discussion at this meeting in St. Louis. 

“the discussions varied all the way from basic criticisms to trivia, 

| but on the whole, it represented considerable progress. 

) On the other most important subjects the conference was organized 
- into ecittees for two days and these committees reported during 

the following two days. The subjects discussed including the following: 
1. The recent improvements in guidelines for published soil 


Surveys and maps,with special emphasis on the detailed soil maps that 
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included all the boundaries significant to soil use. 
2. Mr. Orsini led a useful discussion on the opportunities with 


current cartographic procedures, 


7" | 3. We had a useful discussion on improved sampling for soils 
to be examined in the laboratory. 


‘|| lutel 
i 4, We spent sometime in discussing what we expected in the 


Lhtihe 
way of annual plans of soil survey operations from.he Statef. 
5. The conference took up the problems of soil classification 


al YAern me ploasthed- 
i from other technical areas of ue y donet bwt a lot more work had to be 


and mapping in extensive is an 5 tbe aah abe areas. People were there 

sal A 
“|| done in the field by both soil scientists and plant scientists imeorder 
My to p deine a Sa oh Rrigeape pares for intenprectals oil Hicveys 

| 6. forme. 2 c Seda had rf aes on the ey System of classification. 
ci One of these dealt with what we called at that time "low a og 
ay were the lowest grouping“6f the soil series in the system yand "high 
| families" .which were groupings that could come between the great soil 
‘ groups and the low families, ral big problem io was to consider 
ad principles for intergrades among the groups. The low family problem Wis 
“| dnvolved judicious selection of the most useful and most critical character- 


34 “istics from among a great many, 


‘| 7, ~=In 1953 the conference had developed a start toward the classi- 


fication of organic soils. At this conference hey went a bit further 
, wd it became obvious that Dr. J. E. Dawson would need to spend e=goed:= 
isa more time in the field in order to Pee ‘Sg useful system. 
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a 8. A committee wrestled with the problem of erosion classes 
to be used in soil classification and mapping. In the old SCS surveys 
erosion mapping had been carried almost to the Moe. of absurdity and 
some way had to be developed to bring order into tt nd fae the 
erosion classes to soil series and types. baer 8) Gone that we were 
not mapping erosion and Conia not. The hazard of erosion was a matter 
inherent in the nature of the soil type, whether eroded or not. We 
needed finits for mapping eroded soils. Some soils were strongly eroded 
fun though the elaseaas was low; whereas others were little eroded even 
though the hazard was high, These 7 oe tale so contrary to the old 
praetiee in the SCS that ae little while for people to make the 
essential shift in concepts. 

9. Dr. Whiteside of Michigan asked to head a new committee on 
soil horizons. This was arranged for and his committee gave a report. 
ye had some quite warm discussions and some improvement in understanding 
bt without any improvement over the System in the Manual, nor did one 
ome for several years. 

10. A continuing Lar mmnittee Pe criteria for soil series, type, and 
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mil. as we recognized the enormous training problem before 


us, especially for the soil scientists who had grown up in the SCs, ‘This 


Committee was extremely important and had a long report. We explored 


the opportunities for graduate study and for the detail of soil scien- 


ie / ; 
ists among States. The discussion was useful. In order to emphasize the 
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great problem I had to point out the need for general education as 


well as A +4 technical training. Our best immediate tool turned out 


| to be, correlation training schools that were operated for several 


years by each of the principal soil correlators. Much later, we were 
able to establish a special institute operated by Cornell University. 
12. We had set up’a new committee on the problem of making more 
effective use of the information in soil surveys. In the former 
surveys in the SCS the sg question of yields had been side-stepped. 
Yield estimates were essential for getting going with agricultural 
interpretations that people could use, “Not until this was done Seutell 
ete, able to make imuciy’ sende out of the old SCS " and-Use capability 
classification." I knew this would take a long time because it was 
one of Bennett's most sacre : ia" Sacred Cows" ,and of rather limited use. 
Yet this came about faster than I expectedgbecause fst of the State 
conservationists really didn't think much of it but had never been 
able to say so. The rest of this discussion was a good educational 
document . 
13. We also had a committee on conventional mapping symbols. 
This matter had not been controlled well in the old SCs surveys, In 
Tact, it nifgorcen a bit out of hand in some of the peg soil surveys, 


Here too, matters of precedent had to be blasted out and it took a 


few years to do it. 
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14. Dr. T. B. Hutchings led an interesting discussion on avail- 
able moisture in soils. We opened up the problem, but this too turned 
Mite be a difficult one. 

15. We had a brief discussion of soil drainage. Both before the 
conference and fer years later certain individuals complained about 
trainage classes in the Manual yet no one was able to come up with 


Talk hon 


16. We had Arrange copy of the draft of a memorandum on soil 


g so good. 


“surveys and got quite a few suggestions for its improvement glargely 
because some of the readers of it had misunderstood it. 

Finally we wound up the conference on etarday, March 20 with 

ight emphasis on the main jobs ahead. Despite the old differences 


y of view most of the men took a good attitude of putting all that behind 
intr ing to find the best way to go ahead with our new job. 
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I spent April 6 and 7 at the state SCS office inno. ° The 
survey work was going badly in Ohio because of the weakness of our 
state conservationist, Kennard, the ineptness of the University, and 
the empire building of the State Department of Natural Resources, It 
was difficult to keep Kennard and Morse, the state soil scientist, on 
the subject. Picmithica to know all the latest gossip in Washington, 
We discussed the urgent need of an assistant state soil scientist for 
Soil correlation. Kennard agreed and wanted to find a way to use it 
for bargaining with the Universityt 

In the afternoon of the 6th we had a rambling unproductive conference 
with Kennard and Morse of the SCS, Ferguson of the Natural Resources 
Department, and Garth Volk and Hollowaychuck of the University. 

During the forenoon of the 7th I went over the plans carefully 
with Morse. -He had too many other jobs to do and no direction on 
any oF them. Because of the unresolved relationships, management for 
planning soil surveys, for soil correlation, interpretation, and reports 


was poor. We tried to figure out how to get some help on the details 


in the field from Frank Carlisle later, The State Department of 
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Natural Resources had 1) men in the field plus three others and the 
Liver 

Service had 19 men in the field plus three others. The University 
gave only token help but hoped to increase the laboratory work. 
Both Kennard and Morse were over their heads and I realized that they 
must have a great deal of help from the Washington-field staff to 
get anything eer 

In addition to work on the basic memo about soil surveys and 
correspondence about April 27 I gave a luncheon address at the United 
States Chamber of Commerce as a simplified statement of food potentials 
to counteract the historical approach then current among mnadecs, 
The Chamber circulated this as, We can have plenty to eat. 

In May we finally completed the basic memorandum then called 
SCS memorandum No. 7, which later was reissued as Soils memorandun 
No. 1. It-came out a few weeks later dated June 10, 

With some misgivings, I agreed to let Simonson go to Brazil to 
help the men in FAO get started with the first really serious: soil 


classification work. Since Portugese was his native language, 


Bramao was very keen on this work and it seemed to get off to a 
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good start. Later we discovered, however, that Bramao's lack of 
interest in agriculture carried over to the Brazilians and the work 
didn't contribute nearly so much to solutions of the severe problems 
of agricultural development as it could have, 

At the end of May I Spent a couple of days at Ithaca, New York 
going over poet of the Plant, Soil, and Nutrition Laboratory and 
some time with the people in soils at the University. While at the 
Laboratory, I agreed to try to assign Dr. Kubota there, on our payroll, 
to help with the research and to maintain liaison between our research 

qd 
and that of the Laboratory. 

In the middle of June, Lucille and I drove to Boston for Mary 
Alice! graduation at Radcliffe, I had brief visits with Dr. Black and 
Dr. Galbraith, bought some books for myself and for obert, and 


Aaa’ 
attended the Harvard Commencement. This ie a very colorful affair, 


Aves 
The academic procession is led by the sheriff of the county. The 
students compete eagerly for the privelege of giving the English 


oration and the Latin oration. At the approprite moment, the 


President eeaere candidates for the A.B, degree to draw near, and he 
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welcomed them into the company of educated men. Later the candidates 

for the Ph.D. drew near and he welcomed them into the company of 

scholars. Robert had a way to go yet before he "draws near" for his 

Ph. D. Then he had two hurdles left - his army service and his thesis. 
Among the cetmins: that I prepared was a considerable one 

as a part of our Ce justification on the role of the Soil Survey 

in the economic growth of American agriculture, We didn't have a chance 

to defend the Soil Survey and get support for it on the basis of 

"conservation", which had been formerly conceived in the SCS as little 


¢ 
more than erosion control. 


About June 211 had an urgent letter fron Dick Bradfield saying 
that he was having trouble getting security clearance because of his 
Supposed relationships in the Soviet-American Friendship Society - the 
Same point that caused me a lot of trouble and the government needless 
expense, Fortunately with my complete file, I was able to send him 


a statement, with dates, of all communications where he might have IF 


been involved. It turned out that this helped him find some letters : 
a 
that he had been unable to find before. With my statement and these } 


letters the matter was cleared UDe | ‘ 
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I spent July 12 and 13 in Madison with our state office. I met 


with the soil scientists of the Service and talked with them about the 
were 
work. Then we wes out into the field where they received training in 
making descriptions of soils. 
I had dinner chez Schwers, When he came in the house he was 
carrying a bth doce His wife asked him, "What do you have, Marvin?" 
He replied, "I saw a suit ina store window that I liked so I 
bought it today." She told hin to go try it on. In a few minutes he 
came down with the new suit on. His wife inspected it closely. 
without saying a word, Pretty soon he went back upstairs and put on 
his other clothes. 


Months later I asked him whether he got to keep that suit. As 


I expected, he replied softly; "No, I didn't," 


I got to like Marve Schwers very much. At first he was suspicious 


of me but we got to know one another and he became a strong supporter 


of the Soil Survey. He pretended to be tough and hard boiled but he 


wasn't at all. He was one of the few men who I think really died 


early of overwork, 
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Arrangements were completed for Dr. Kubota to be transfered 


to the Laboratory at Ithaca on the first of August. 


Also in August, after I had left the office for Africa, Harvey 


Oakes returned from about two years in Turkey where,had helped them 


get a soil Survey going and had prepared a good general soil map 


of Turkey with descriptions, 


The morning of August 1I left Washington, Sweltering at over 


O 
100° F., for New York on my way to Africa, The detailed notes for 


this long journey in the Gold Coast, The Belgian Congo, Belgium, and 


the United Kingdom are set forth in the African Journal 1954 and its 
a urenat, 1954 


Considerable ap.endix volune, (q.v.) 


We left New York about 5:00 p.m. and were down for an early breakfast 


in the Azores, I got to Accra in the Gold Coast about 3:h5 am. Here 


I was met by Tom Mead, who was then Permanent Secretary for the 


Ministry of Agriculture; C, F, Charter, Director of the Soil and 


Land-Use Survey; and H. Brammer as Chief scientific officer, I got 


a little sleep in Mead!s house and after lunch went into the field, 
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I enjoyed this work a great deal. I was ahle to see cacao 
production and had a good look at the black soils (Vertisols) of the 
Accra Plain, which were to be irrigated under the proposed Volta 
River Scheme. Seog part of the time I staid in the old Danish 
castle as a tect of the British Governor General, Sir Charles 
Arden Clarke - one of the two wisest men I had ever met in Africa. 
(The other is Jurion) Every evening after dinner he lectured me on 
Africa for Pact an hour. During the uprising he had put Nkrumah 
in jail ee they were great friends, The Governor still held 
the power and Nkrumah and his ministers were really "practicing" 
at government. Tom Mead was teaching the Minister of Agriculture 
how to ne minister. I had two long conferences with Nkrumah and, at 
his request, wrote a report with recommendations based wpon my 
observations and conferences. (Included in African Journal, 195).) 

I also had interesting conferences with Commander Jackson who 
was the chief planner of the Volta River Scheme, and one short 


teatime with his more famous wife, Lady Jackson, better known as 


Barbara Ward, 
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Near the end of the visit I became convinced that Z had not been 
invited primarily to look at the soils on the Accra Plain. C. F. Charter 
was a strong and unusual individual. He hated administrators. He had 
been fighting them most of his life to protect the scientific 
integrity of his work. He had managed to insult the Governor's Lady 
and others, I had known both Tom Mead and Professor Phillips of the 
University of Accra, Apparently someone high in the government had 
raised the question of whether Charter was really "on the rails", 
Phillips and Mead knew that I would be going to the Congo and suggested 
the stop in the Gold Coast. Since I had no axe to grind in aaa 
country and hadn't met Charter personally before, I think they hoped 
to get an unbiased opinion. I had to tell them that despite his 
peculiarities and some differences between us I thought they were 
very fortunate to have him because he probably had the best soil 
survey program in Africa, 

Charter was eee own staff but they knew him and loved 
him. (In the African Journal, 195i I tried to capture some of his 


office manners, pages 21 to 2h. Later when he visited me at home I 
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showed him this part of the Journal and he just chuckled, Basically 
he didn't take himself quite so seriously as most people thought he did, } 

About 1:30 a.m. August 10 I left for the air station and arrived 
in Leopoldville at 8:35, It was very good to see Leo again and 
Director General Jurion. I had gone early to Leopoldville, at 
Jurion's med aera to take part in the Inter-African Soils Conference 
sponsored by the Committee for Technical Cooperation in Africa South 
of the Sahara, This Committee was sponsored by governments and men 
could go to that officially and then stay for the Congress that 
followed. Thus many of the kinds of papers given at the two meetings 
were similar, 

Gradually during this Conference my old friends appeared from the 
various continents. 

We had a reception at the City Hall of Leopoldville at noon and 
a business meeting of the Society the afternoon of the 15th of August. 


Here I got support for the election of Emil Truog to be an honorary 


member. The Congress opened the next morning and the technical 
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Precicns began in the afternoon. 
The Governor General of the Congo gave us a nice garden party the 
afternoon of the 16th at which I was able to persuade Professor 
Von Stralen to send Professor Tavernier to us in the United States again, 
I gave my general lecture on Soil conservation at the first 
plenary session ai August 17. I had worked very hard on this paper 
to redefine soil conservation positively and to emphasize the constructive 
opportunities for production. This was a real lively session, partly 
because of the extreme contrast with what Bennett, Lowdermilk, and the 
like had said, The discussion period lasted from 10:0 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. with a short break for lunch. I was about worn out at 
the end of it. But it was worth it. 
We had many interesting papers and debates. Some were very good, 
a few were silly. The night that Edelman and some of his associates 
arrived we had a battle royal over a paper on reconnaissance soil 


surveys with aerial photographs by Buringh. I told them that if he 


presented the paper like he had it in the draft I would tear it to 
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shreds on the floor. He apparently took this seriously because he 

gave a far better paper than the one circulated in advance. (This 
point of view, made the other Dutch papers on this subject in the years 
ahead far more reasonable than they had been, ) 

At the end an agreement was made to hold the next Congress in 
Paris in 1956, inhephtly, Dr. Robert Ruhe who had gotten a special 
fellowship to come to the meeting, had an attack of ulcers. With 
the help of our Consul we got him a place on the plane and sent him 
home. 

On the 22nd of August we had a nice holiday with a boat eas on 
the Congo River and a brief visit to Brazzaville, where I took a chance 
and got some perfume for my women folks, 

On August 23 we took the train at 6:00 a.m. for visits to the 
Low Congo. The exhibits there had teen very well eee especially 
& long, deep profize in the Red Latosol north of Gimbi. This trench 
went from the crest of one hill, across the valley, and to the crest 


of the next hill. It was the most dramatic pedological extravaganza 


I had ever seen. It took 50 natives ten days to prepare it, 
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We returned to Leopoldville by train the evening of the 25th, 
The next morning we went to Stanleyville by plane. In the evening 
we had a little Sightseeing especially at Stanley Falls on the Congo River, 
On August 27th we took a riverboat to Yangambi on the banks of 
the Congo River, This was a lovely trip near the dense tropical 


rain forest along the big river. The temperature was just right, 


eIn fact during all my visit to Africa that summer T experienced no heat 

waything like Washington on the day deft. “The tatives cane out 

With their canoes and gave us an uproarious welcome, Mainly for Jurion, 
We had an excellent go at the soils and research at Yangambi. 

Everything had been extremely well prepared and organized. The 

corrider Ps of shifting cultivation was beautifully illustrated. 
During our stay there the natives put on a boat race followed 

by some very emotional dances, I remarked to Jurion, "Suppose all 

this emotional energy were directed toward revolution?" He said, 

"Oh, that is impossible." (When men as wise as Jurion can be so 


i 
wrong, what can be expected of the rest of us. But if the government 


had listened to Jurion it would not have happened, ) 
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oo 


On August 31 the group took the boat back to Stanleyville on the 
placid, lazy, old Congo under a bright and lovely sky. We had 
dinner that evening in the one nice place in Stanleyville, the 


"Pourquoi Pas," 


In the morning of September 1 we went by plane to Elisabethville. 


Here our hosts also had good demonstrations and some interesting 


field trips. 


- 


We took a train over to Jadotville and saw the smelters. But 
most of our effort was on soils, 

On the evening of September )} came the final dinner with tage 
pretty speeches and funny stories that ended the Congress, 

M. Jurion had arranged a special tour of the Lufira Valley. The 
INEAC was almost forced to start Some research there, The area was 
covered with heavy tree-less savanna and the botanist could visualize 
all this changed to wheat! 

Tavernier, Edelman, Stephens, #eBrun and I made the trip. We 


flew to a little town in the plateau and were met by Van Oosten with 
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a@ station wagon and driver. He was not too alert and we were late 

to our little hotel just near the beautiful Kiubo Falls, Here we 
found four more Belgian soil scientists and we explored the valley by 
car and boat, The Falls were wonderful to look at but I found that 
evening very ia to sleep by. 

This valley was probably an old lake in which the river now flowed 
with natural levees along its banks. The soils were mainly Tropical 
Black Clays cone with gilgae and patches of interior Solonchak 
and weak Pr datas 

When we returned to Elisabethville, Edelman and I argued TRE 
any development without major works for flood control. Jurion 
BP iainea-that they were commited to do Something in the way of a 
station so I advised him to make it as little as possible. Much 

Py) 
nearer fransport were good Red Latosols that needed maily heavy 
phosphate fertilization, 

I went by plane from Hlisabethville to Leopoldville along with 


Brammer and Charter on September 7. The next day I had some interesting 


‘discussions at the American Consulate and left for Europe at 6:30 p.m. 
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This was my first experience with a sleeper and it certainly was 
helpful except for that contemptible thing called a "continental 
breakfast." served at 7:15 a.m. the next morning. But we were dow 
in Geneva at about 9:00 in the morning (September 9) and had a 
proper Apis ate rr had been able to tree for my lady folks 
and here I got fe an Omega watch, 

I reached Erussels just before lunch and was met by people from 
INEAC, I was told that I would have dinner chez Mme, Jurion that 
evening and in the afternoon they were prepared to take me to 
Antwerp to an art exhibit. But I couldn't take it, 

I went to Mme. Jurion's and had to leave by 11:00 P.M. 

On oe. 1O Guy Smith was also at the hotel and Tavernier 
came directly from the plane in a little car. We all went to his 
house in Ghent. How we ever managed the baggage I'll never know. 
Dr. Smith was in western Europe for the first meeting of the European, 
working party on soil classification Sponsored by FAO and chaired 
by Tavernier, Since each country had a different system of notation 


they all agreed to follow th Soil Survey Manual to have comnon 


soil descriptions, 


fie 


gid ot Geew Lig eW .teo oltvif an snofq alt morl ylis 9° ) 


ecotua sit to paidgem dent seid 102 scowe mvedgen of caw ag 


<a 


eew viaisdino ti bas segeeie p min. comsiro Ke Soult Gr 


ana 


wt 


100" s bolfBosantid eld Wamednoo tadt tot Sqsoxe is 
vos ‘ : 


op: so Taw ow Jut saninrton dacs stig is @f£:5 ¢s bBevree "QOBme 


5s nan bas (© -todmedqed) omfixem erf mit 0O:< Icoda ge 


~wotsw ayen. ae tepdelh Joga 
- 
7 


efseenrt| beiesar 


ate otenar dH #am aew bat: domed etoted tent 
ae © 3 a4 Af aS tO0i <akate ) yy Lee al 10 ESC ie 


of 


¢add nodurG .on sede toonib oved bisow 7 decd biod caw De 
od om ovsd Se bSetacerg evew vend mooaTodhs..@ay ar has 

ad 
att sist J inbivoo 1 ena Jitidcs i728 He OF 


‘bed bas e'notiel .onmtt of tne 


ry 


Cl sf : 6 yY Si ck 


sefotavel one Lodni end Je onls asw mite yr OF ‘todmed gee 
Lv 


a 


¥ 

‘ 
worl even £L'T egpensd sid bogensm weve ow Woll .Jn0dd & 
‘Sa 


i 


~~ 


setioria has OFF Ys heroenoge note soitieeslo [ice mo ytwg gy 
_ J ; : 


: 
4a 


Pa 


icsdon to medeye dastaliib & bon «tiated cone sonic .t 


uommoo evel o¢ Ipsmek, yewaic Live edd woL lot” ef 
a WR Ate * : » = 
aa ; eee 
‘7 foo 2" 


CEK (19511) ~611~ 


In the evening of September 12 I took the plane to London. The 
next day I went out to Rothamsted. September 14 I spent in London 
calling on old friends and doing a little shopping. 

On the 15th I took the train to Wolverhampton as a guest of 
Whalley Taylor of the British Advisory Service at the Center, I had 
a good go at ae program and the reclammation of farm cere 
that had been torn up with open-pit coal mining. I had one good day 
with the soil survey party headed by Mr, Mackney. He was doing a good 
job but with = interpretation. Mackney had seen the need and wanted 
to do it but he was told to forget it. The work was Sree th bet 
useless without interpretation. This was near the end of the British 
Soil Survey. I had worked on Muir to emphasize interpretations but 

to no avail, 

On September 18 I went by train é London, and then took the 
Plane to New York, I got into my berth about 11:00 pm. after we 


left Iceland. The plane was late but I made fair connections and was 


home again about 3:00 p.m. 
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I knew I reaheary tired but this time I had pushed a bit too 
far. I went to bed early and then awoke about midnight. I knew 
I was home but had no recollection of anything since being in 
Taylor's home in Wolverhampton. This was a curious feeling. After 


a few hours the amnesia left me and I got some more sleep, 


¥ 


Shortly after returning to the office I learned that Luis Bramao 
had been appointed as soil survey officer under Ignatieff in FAO. 

He was so much better than most other latinos that most of us 
overlooked his weaknesses, At first he did very well in his 

selection of people. But he turned out to be a very poor administrator, 
undependable, and an eager social climber. He caused us a lot of 
trouble later. 

Very rapidly the state conservationists were becoming interested 
in the Soil Survey; but some were not. Since we had a small senior 
staff - very small indeed in relation to the total program - I 
insisted that we concentrate the efforts of this staff in those states 
where the state conservationist, the state soil scientist, and the 


state experiment station wanted a good soil survey. The state 


conservationists in Colorado, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Utah, 
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Arizona, and in a few other states couldn't have cared less, By 
concentrating on the good ones we established Some reasonably good goals 
for the others. This turned out to have been a very fortunate 
decision. Eventually ay all came around because their colleagues 
in other states were doing so much better they couldn't stand the 
competition. ‘the state conservationists of Texas and California 
had dragged their feet badly. Neither had a good state soil Scientist 
for this work. I spoke to Mr. Williams about these two and he explained | 
the policy, First Texas and later California decided to have a good 
program. In a few years Texas had one of the best. 

I took what time I could steal from other things in October to 


dictate the African Journal. In the meantime I was getting detailed 


reports from the principal soil correlators and especially from 


William Johnson, He had the most difficult problems, the least 
well-trained soil scientists, and the most prima donnas among the 
state conservationists. But Bill also had the most administrative 
talent in addition to being an excellent scientist and oe a good 


general education. Thus actually, the work progressed there nearly 


as well as elsewhere. Cia HN Coa tect Pe ea) pee gree 
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I don't quite see how he managed so well. 

Despite short periods of illness that none of us took seriously, 
I urged David Gardner to go to New York as state soil scientist. He 
was the most promising young man that we seemed to have and I wanted 
him to establish his own reputation apart from my office, 

Robert ats go for his military training on October 12. He was 
assigned to or Gordon in Georgia and Joan came to live with us. We 
liked this arrangement because it gave Lucille and me a chance to 
get really acquainted with her, 

We had the Soil Science Society meetings in St. Paul November 
8 through the 12th. I spent some of my time attending the sessions 

but quite a bit of it in side conferences with the SCS people and the 
state people on our Soil Survey program, 

About this time too Bradfield and the staff at Cornell tried to 
persuade me to come there for a semester to teach a special course on 


Soil conservation, developing in detail the principles outlined in the 


address I had given at Leopoldville. But six months away from the 
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work then seemed out of the question. 

We found ourselves with a difficult problem with the Cartographic 
Division. Don Williams, Gladwin Young (our 'beneral" expert), and 
Van Dersal all claimed that they didn't need so much money now that 
they didn't service the regional offices, Orsini insisted that they did. 
I asked Carl Paste our very good budget officer, to help me out. 
With Dorney we worked out a tentative plan for maintaining complete 
production cost records for all items tn cartographic. Then Orsini 

hw 

and Dorney went to, Ft. worth Cartographic Unit where they tested and 
perfected the scheme. When this was done we made a plan for the scheme 
to go into effect immediately and for Orsini with someone else to 
make a thorough inspection of each unit. I went to some of them and 
I got Van Dersal, Young, and Dykes to help out. "Let us find this loose 
money" I asked them. None of us found any. It was a little rough 


on the units but I heard no more of this loose talk. Orsini had 


been right and the others wrong. 
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Between November 28 and December 1 I went over the cartographic 
unit at Milwaukee with a fine-tooth comber At this inspection we worked 
out a scheme that saved a lot of floor space by getting rid of thousands 
Bnd thousands of the old SCS negatives and photos, 

In the afternoon of the first of December I talked to the Cornbelt 
state ene ee meeting in Chicago and had a good talk also with 
Charles Hardin the next day. 

Then on s 6th of December I went to Galveston, Texas for a meeting 
with the state conservationists of the Great Plains, The sessions 
that afternoon and the next day were about as dull as any I ae sat 
through. The various "plant technologists" and other co-called 
"experts" gave extremely dull and poor reports. The program for the 
morning of the 8th was just about as bad. But to my delight and surprise 
we had an.excellent session on the Soil Survey that afternoon. I 
found that these people were unhappy with the so-called capability system 
and wanted me to get to doing something about itt 

_I got home late on the 9th, cleaned up my desk, and made ready for 


another assignment, 


Beginning December 13, J. C. Dykes and I made a field and office 
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review of the SCS program in Maryland. We visited three work units, 
with much of our time in the field, and one area office, besides 

three days in the State office. Some of the work was being handled 
in the way that reflected the leadership of the State Conservationist, 
E. M. Davis, 

We made ee Suggestions, many of which involved training 
with help from the technical leaders in the Washington office, The 
soil survey interpretations were too general and were inconsistent with 
standards and with the planning guides. 

This kind of review is an excellent way to find out the field 
problems a the Service and what things most need doing. 

Robert finished his basic training at Camp Gordon and came home 
the eo before Christmas. Since the military had discovered that he 
knew the differences between nouns and verbs, he was assigned to the 
Army Intellegience in the Pentagon for the remainder of his service 


period. He had permission to live with us. This gave him an opportunity 


to work on his thesis and Joan helped with the typing. 
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Mary Alice was home part of the time for Christmas and after 
Christmas Joan and Robert had a few days in Boston, 

As the year ended it seemed that we had made considerable progress. 
The morale of the staff was good except for Roy Simonson. He had 
said to me so many times, "Maybe I should get another job," that finally 
I said to Ae day, "Perhaps you should. What - you think you 
would like?" Hither Johnson or Orvedal could have carried on the 


- 


work. Roy never raised the question again, 
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Bspecially in January I became acquainted with E. L. Peterson, 
who ee place as Assistant Secretary the previous November. 
Although not an intellectual he was the only one ini the Secretary's 
group whom I got bbe sel who wasn't an anti-~intellectual. I think 
he was a Republican because that was the only opportunity he had 
as a young man in Oregon. I told him that one day. I said, "Had 
you been born in one of the border oe you would have been a 
Democrat." a replied, "That's not true. You don't know what I 
think." 

"That is so," I said, "But I know how you act. Had you lived 
at the time of Mr. Jefferson you would have been on his side and 
against Mr. Hamilton." 

"T'11 buy that," He replied. 

I said, "That is all that you need to buy, Mr. Pete." 

Although I was to get along well with Mr. Peterson, eects to 
break his word and let me down terribly on one occasion, and for 


what reason I'll never know, 


I spent January 12 and 13 in Jackson, Mississippi for a meeting 
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of the Mississippi State Association of Soil Conservation District 
Supervisors, The meeting was not very educational. As the featured 
speaker they had invited a young man from Spencer Chemical whose 
education had been made up of Dale Carnegie and Joe Miller. 

On the lth some of the boys from the state office "carried 
me over" to an State college for a meeting of the local section 
of the Agronomy Society. Webb went along. He had nageean 
approved to ee: as state soil Scientist but had another job 
in the Bete office. When we got there and we met the boys from 
the state collere they all greeted one another with PE cr 
affection and big handshakes. Yet when the meeting was over 
Vanderford of the collese took me to the plane. As we got going 
he said, "This man Webb has simply got to be fired," I explained 
that he hadn't been made state soil scientists, partly because of 
of the objections of the college. So I asked him, "Has he done 
anything to hurt the work since?" 


Vanderford said, "No, but he did plenty to eecrase us before 


that." 
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I explained that I couldn't be in any way responsible for what 
he did before I came in the Service, nor could I hold Webb responsi ble 
for it now. I tried to tell him, as I had told hundreds of others, 
that I simply wasn't going to try to judge the relationships of the 
past that I was not. personally involved with since I had no way to 
get the fetch Furthermore we didn't have time now to worry 
about what og have been if Bennett had been a Wise and able 
man. We had too much work ahead of us to realize the current 
opportunities, 

This was a curious conversation in light of the affectionate 
greeting in the morning. 

I gave a speech at this meeting on the Changing prospects for 
soil conservation. This carried the Same positive theme as the 
one given in Leopoldville. It seemed to go well. 

Correspondence was heavy in January and February about the en 
of C. F. Charter. It had been agreed that he Sie come to the 


United States but we wanted him here by the middle of March so he 


could attend the National Soil Survey Conference, 
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In January Alfred Stefferud, editor of the Agricultural 
Department Yearbooks, talked with me about revising Soils and Men, 
the 1933 Yearbook. I didn't want to do this since the size of the 
Yearbooks had > lag achat het to a point where it just wouldn't be possible 
to cover the whole broad field of soil science in one book. Yet 


for three or four years Dr. Salter and I had discussed the urgent 


need for a book on soil management for use especially by Extension 


~ 


and SCS. In fact, he had urged me to write one but there simply 
was no time. 

Stefferud asked me to put all this in a memorandum, which I did 
along with the further Soee iran that since the bulk of the 
soil management research had been done at the state colleges ‘they 
should also be represented on the Yearbook Committee. 

This idea for a Yearbook was accepted but I was told that there 
was no policy for having state people on the Committee. But I 
insisted that I couldn't be chairman unless they had at least one 


from each of the four land-grant refions. And it was agreed, 
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Although a good editor, Stefferud was a master at irritating 
people. I prayed the Lord that I should not lose my temper with 
him. The prayer was heard but the answer was, "No", Yet finally 
we did get out a useful book although not so good as Soils and Men. 
For one thing, I had been able to read each article for Soils and 
Men carefully sen before and after editing. I did not have the 
time to do so much with this one and a few errors were uncorrected, 
During all the writing, and outlining, and proof reading, which took 
two years, the title was Soil management. At the very last minute, 
without consulting anyone, Stefferud changed it to Soil. This 
made the title misleading as well as inaccurate. But other 
problems were worse, 

The following college people served on the committee: Wynne 
Thorne for the Western States; William H. Pierre for the Central 
States; Eric Winters for the Southern States; and Nyle C. Brady 
for the Northeastern States. 


As an inheritance from the old SCS, we had many unproductive 


positions called "area soil scientists." These men felt that they 
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were some kind of administrators. Since they were to check on the 
work of people of lower grade they weren't supposed to map soils 
themselves. These were GS-9 positions and we had a great many of 
them. Then too, the SCS was a very "rank happy" organization, and 
the general tenor of the job descriptions suggested that a man's 
Beads depended od how many people reported to him. To make progress 
we had to get these GS-9s on to productive work. Thus I undertook 
to rewrite all of the job descriptions for soil scientists in Scs 
so that the number of people reporting to the incumbent - whether 
none or 200 = was not an allocating factor in any of them from 
GS-5 through GS-15. This was quite an undertaking because of the 
inefficiency of our personnel people but we finally got it done, 
and these new standards came into use four years later. In the 
meantime we got rid of many of the positions, 

This did a great deal to increase the amount of acceptable mapping 
per individual. The state conservationists had been complaining 


that all the soil descriptions, reviews of field work for soil 


correlation, and soil survey reports were slowing down the mapping. 
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Yet the record showed the reverse. I commonly explained that the 
reason was that the men now had better training, better guidelines, 
and mor,interest in their work. These were all true but I knew 

) eal that getting this great group of GS-9s into productive 


work had a great deal to do with it. 


¥ 


During this late winter and continuing through the summer I had 


much correspondence with soil scientists abroad and especially 


- 


With Alex Muir. The British governors in the colonies and territories 
were trying a to get United States money. They kept putting 
through projects about soils that the Soil scientists in Britain 
never heard of even though the Colonial Office established a position 
at Rothamsted for this purpose, which was occupied by Herbert Greene, 


I found that Norton had veen promoting a soil survey in Fiji with 


a/ 
_ When the United States started the Marshall Plan, and for a 
long time afterward, officials of the government emphasized its 
"temporary" status. After the massive effort in Western Europe, 
‘Yaid to those countries did diminish but anyone who had studied 
the problem at all knew that the United States would be giving 
aid of one kind or another to the undeveloped countries for a 
long time. The United States organization went under many names: 


Marshall Plan, Point Four, ECA, ICA, FOA, and AID, 
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This was a busy spring. We had made gains in the Soil Survey 
organization but had a great deal to do. More advanced guidelines 
went to the field. We decided to have a meeting of the 1957 
Yearbook Committee in August during the Soil Science Yociety 
meeting $ at Davis, California. It was necessary to have some firm 
alternative Eero eene in advance for the committee to react to. 
Dr. Salter was on the committee but was unwell. Dr. C. P. Barnes 
was especially helpful. Soon after Barnes moved to ARS he did 
not have enough professional work to do. TI discussed this briefly 
with Shaw and asked him if he minded if I asked him to some eens 
in his professional field. Shaw was agreeable and Barnes helped 
me a lot with problems in geography, 

Also I had several speeches coming up and a very heavy travel 
schedule. I did as mch of the writing in my office as possible 
to “ie doing it on trains and in hotels, 


C. F, Charter of the Gold Coast came about March 15, He stayed 


at our home for a few days. Lucille and I met him at the airport 
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and discovered that his bags had gone on to New Orleans. I loaned 
him pajamas and a bathrobe. This took a bit of turning up since 
he was somewhat smaller. than average. Here he talked with all of 
the soils staff in.SCS and ARS and planned his excursion arainst 
his leaving August 18, This included attendance at our National 
Conference, | 

A little later Professor Rene Tavernier came to visit with 
us and also to attend our National Soil Survey Conference in 
St. Louis. 

On March 23 I spoke at the Medical Association of the Aart 
of Columbia on Our soils, our food, and time to live. I hada 
good question period oat the informal one afterward surprised me 
no end. A considerabiie group of these medical doctors were "organic 
gardeners" and tried to get me to agree that if one used only 
compost (ofthe Howard-Rodale type) the plants would not suffer 
from diseases and insects! One is amazed at this nonsense from 


anyone but from people with the biological training required for 


an M.D. he is considerably astounded, 
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March 28 to April 2, 1955 
pone 28 Co April 2, -1955 


To a considerable extent the warianal Staff Conference chad, year 


was an extension of the one a year ager We still faced the most diffi- 


cult problem of training. At the beginning of the conference I high- 


lighted some of our other problems, 


I discussed with the group our problems in soil Survey interpreta- 


tions at some length, First of all, we still lacked precision that 


depended on better descriptions and better yield estimates, we lacked 


any scheme for orderly revision of the Soils grouped into capability 


units and classes. Many of the existing groupings were ngplessly 


out of date. We needed a System that involved writing down the actual 


facts prior to interstate meetings, 


At the beginning of the conference we had summaries from each of 


the regional conferences that had met earlier, 


items “pc up were the following: 
i 


Some of the particular 


the i ivan ous 
committee on soil moisture progressed a bit beyond t#st- year 


but it became obvious that we Should need to have some competent clima- 


tologist work with us. 


2. The training committee did not make much progress pobve did have 
a useful discussion, 


3. The classification and mapping of eroded soils was further 
Duel Cole: lier Phy 
Considered , Essentially the recommendations came back to the,Manual. 
) Y Asnual. 


4, We had a committee and a good discussion on improving the 


ffectiveness on the use of soil surveys both (before publication, within 


| Oe te a le 
stricts and especially the interpretations for the use of the published 
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5. As before, a good deal of attention was devoted to the 


new system of Soil classification and specifically to the Fourth 

A roximation of the scheme, ‘ 

” Mhe, tiny) 

6. The committee established dase /year came forward with a 

uniform set of symbols for field maps but it took another year to 
. 2 3 ‘ . 7 


get this ete intGened.en 


7. Mr. Orvedal gave an excellent discussion on the engineering 
applications of soil pasveya: This had already been developed to a 
high degree in his World Soil Map Project and we spread chop 
skill throughout the Service. 

On the whole this was a bit more orderly meeting. It was obvious 
to me that we had a very great deal to do on soil survey interpretations 
and especially on the so-called "land-use capability system." (Un- 
happily, this was not really a system.) 

Besides our senior staff and a few State soil scientists we had 
‘representatives from the four land-grant regions, two of our associates 
“from Canada, Downes from Victoria, and Charter from the Gold Coast. 
Charter obviously enjoyed himself a good deal. Arrangements had been 
nade in ae for him to have field trips with many of our people 
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immediately following the work-planning conference. \ 
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After the meeting in St. Louis I had a bit more time in my 
office, which I sorely needed, for the Yearbook and speeches, 

I went by train to Albuqmerque, New Mexico and first inspected 
the Carberaphic Unit there. I was amazed to see that some of the 
eet in the field still had only the capability units without the 
soil lines, mie obviously had to be changed. Many of these 
western states were using ridiculously long fractional symbols, 
(It took years to get rid of those.) I came to the conclusion that 
we could abandon this office without any creat harm. 

On the evening of the 26th I attended a banquet and open 
meeting of the International Arid-Land Symposium sponsored by 


a/ 


UNESCO and AAAS, 


a/ 
The papers and recommendations (but unhappily not the debates ) 
were published by the AAAS under the title, The future of arid lands. 


Special publication No. 43, AAAS. 53 pp. illus. Washington, 1956, 


Georges Aubert came to this meeting. It was very good to 
Dr 
see him again. Although quite old then,Shantz was there and gave 


a paper. . 
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At the conference I looked at the most beautiful movie I had 
ever seen, The living desert, a Walt Disney production. I understood 
that a man- and wife-team made it. They must have had several 
times the patience of Job. Then after it was photographed a clever 
musician selected or composed music to fit the movements of the 
animals. This fea some parts very funny indeed, 

I gave one of the introductory papers on which I had spent many 
a lonely hour, The role of science in man's struggle on arid lands, 

On April 30 I went by plane to Nashville, Tennessee. This 
was Saturday and I spent Sunday in writing. 

Beginning Monday, May 2, and running through May 6, with the 
help of CG. H. Dorny and J. J. Coyle I made a review of the Service 
work in Tennessee, We had some interesting field studies, 

The soil survey interpretations in some of the older counties 


were felt to need updating badly but the state soil scientist had 


wisely decided to concentrate in the beginning on the new surveys. 
On the whole the work. in Tennessee was very good, especially staff 


relationships, which reflected the administration and drive of 


the state conservationist, J. R. Sasser, 
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The state was fortunate in having many more published soil 
surveys than most states but the interpretations of these needed 
to be updated. More competent help was needed on forestry. 

Tennessee had made an excellent start in the small watershed 
program. They Reeies 8 services of a full-time watershed work 
planning party. 

I enjoyed this visit in Tennessee very much. Sasser is an 
interesting ih eee man to be with and his staff admire 
him very yen What a shame we didn't have more state conservationists 
like him. 

We made arrangements for Dr. Roy W. Simonson to go to Brazil 
for a period under the auspices of TCA to help them get their 
soil classifications and surveys under way. Luis Bramao had tried 
to get then started earlier. Much as I hated to have him away, 
Roy was there from May 15 to July 13. 

May 3 and 1), were spent with Dr. Black and his group at Harvard 
including one evening with Mary Alice. An old SCS soil scientist 


by the name of Tom Day was finishing a year there, His wife seemed 


to be very intelligient but he impressed me as a little shifty. 
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Later I arramed an excellent opportunity for him in Tennessee 
with Ralph Sasser. But he flub-dubbed it and went with TCA. I have 
never liked to think of the kind of work he probably did abroad 
Without the supervision that he greatly needed. 

On Sunday, 15, Dr. Black took me out to the Harvard Forest 
and we had a good go with Director Raup. We walked in the woods 
and looked at the soils and their interpretations. That evening 


- 


I took the train for Bangor, Maine, 
; rey” 

May 16 to 20 I made a program rekwew of the SCS work in Maine 
with the help of T. B. Plair and L. E. Lyman. 

The need for area conservationists between the state office 
and work units was highly questionable. The staff needed guidance 
on work-l¥ad analysis and management. Mr. J. S. Hardesty, the state 
soil scientist, was weak, slow, and unproductive with his own time, 
Much more needed to be done on soil survey interpretations but the 
staff was so small that the state Soil scientist should do much of 


the work himself, Both Hardesty and Oliver, the state conservationist, 


_ liked to hunt, to fish, and to camp a bit too much, 
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I used to kid Oliver about this. I told him, "The sure way 
to get more Service work done in Maine would be to prevail on the 
Governor of the State to cancel the hunting and fishing licenses 
of the state soil scientist and the state conservationist." 
According to my old friend Joe Moon this was a bad statement. He 
insisted that ae Should never joke with the truth. (We finally 
had to relieve Hardesty of his responsibility; and Oliver was 
sent to Alaska.) 

This program review took a lot of work and a lot of digging 
to get at the facts. One of the work-unit conservationists rE 
Aroostook County resented some of my questions and became a bit 
surly. I said to him, "You have your job and I have mine, We are 
going to get along fine if you answer these questions that I'm asking. 
Otherwise I don't know." After that he was a model work-unit 
conservationist, 

On May 25 I flew to Memphis for a session with the state SCS 


staff of Tennessee. Mostly I talked about Soil Survey problems, 


especially interpretations, and our work with low-income farmers, 
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(wwe 
June 2 to | I had an interesting session at Louisville, Kentucky 
with an interdenominational group of Protestant pastors interested 
in better living standards for farm families with a good deal of 
emphasis on soil conservation. Both Congressman Hope of Kansas 
and Hayes of Arkansas spoke at length but seemed to say very little. 


I helped the pastors the best I could with definitions for their 


be + gets he epee a Faw 3 Farrns ov Faaelety Feces 


SONS EET AE AC TE 


eee “A eee pastors couldn't avoid euehasie on alomost pin-point 
arguments about theology. It certainly became clear that one 
could help them only with simple statements. Each one would want 
to handle the theology a little differently. 

Sunday morning I did some writing and then took the train to 
Nashville. 

Monday, June 6, Sasser picked me up and we drove down to look 
at the Ames Plantation. This large old plantation had been purchased 
by a wealthy Bostonian as a bird-hunting refuge. Nothing much had 
been done with it beyond maintaining the big house. Dr. John D. 
Black knew him and persuaded him to leave this to the University 
of Tennessee to be used for experiments with different kinds 


of farm units, 
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Here I met an interesting young man trained in forestry ,Solon 
Barraclough. He was bright and hard working but a bit liberal on 
the race question for this area. Land was being cleared and farm 
units laid out. Water control work had been badly planned. The 
soils were erosive and needed terraces and diversions. Sasser agreed 
to help then aE these, 

We had a nice lunch in the big house with some of the people 
in the University and then drove to Memphis for a big con ference 
on low-income farms. This got underway the morning of June 7 with 
UnderSecretary Morse as chairman. Much of the conference earaded 
exactly the same things we talked about in the days of county planning 
plus some Repwblican nonsense. A Deputy Assistant Yecretary of 
Commerce even surgested training poe ores farmers to be salesmen} 

Generally the exten\sion people suggest only more of what 
they are doing. 

‘ 
It was perfectly obvious to me that the southern directors of 


extension were not buying this program. Although many white farmers 


had low incomes, essentially all of the negroes did. Thus if they 
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redirected their work toward the low-income farmers they would be 
emphasizing the areas with heavy negro population. And they weren! t 


about to do this, 


ec 


yi? 
In June the piece,about the garden soil during the seasons that 


was published in the "Flower Grower" the previous year, appeared 
in French as i Terre in "Maison et Jardin", published in Paris. 

That summer Mary Alice was able to arrange a holiday in Europe 
for a month. 

Early in July I had a letter from Ignatieff that now FAO was 
prepared to develop a second edition of The efficient use of fertilizer. 
This had proved to be an extremely useful book in the newly developing 
countries. We had some further correspondence about it and I gave 
him all the ideas I could ti of and later sent him our prospectus 
for the 1957 Peat bowleren soil management. 

On July 12 I had a talk with Don Williams about Henry Adams 
who seemed to be serving unsatisfactorily as state soil scientist 


in New Hampshire. He wondered if we could get some service out of 


him as soil correlator for interpretation in the Northeast. We 
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also talked about other possibilities. Williams said he would 

leave it to me but that I should need to find a place for him. I 

explained that he could probably not do more than one-half of a 

work load. Williams agreed but still insisted I find a place for him. 
Adams must have had something on somebody because he was clearly 

a poor a Snived Bia should have been fired for incompetence, 

laziness, and neglect of duty. Instead, we were to bring him 

into the “ashington office, protect his grade (GS-12), and let him 

"retire" on full salary. But even after this Williams, VanDersal, 

and Mohagen spoke seriously about the wonderful "career policy" in 

SCSt The next day I called Arnold Baur. He told me that Adams 

would be useless on correlation but might help a little on interpretation. 
From the 18th to the 22nd of July I made a program inspection 

of the SCS work in North Dakota with the help of John Sherman and 

J. H. Wetzel. We split up for some of the field visits and I 

started with work around Fargo and Valley City. 


I got a fairly good impression of the field work but a rather 


poor one of the soil survey work, primarily because of the 
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Der cforetoe of Shoesmith, the state soil scientist, 

Also Mr. Wetzel reported that the watershed program was lagring 
in relation to the commitments made and projects under way. 

The state office agreed that clear functional guides and better 
management Program were needed. Many numbered and unngnbered memoranda 
had been Toeratets both technical matters and policy but no 
arrangements had been made for following through. Apparently the 
staff had learned they could ignore these memoranda. Apparently 
the state conservationist, Mr. L. (. Lloyd, had too many irons in 
the fire and other interests to keep track of things himself, 

Very little progress had been made on the conversion of the 
conservation surveys even where the men in the field were adequately 
trained for it. Nor was appropriate use being made of the publi shed 
soil surveys in farm planning. We made a good many recommendations 
that would need close follow-through to have results. 


—* 


While at the state office I looked into the work of Adrien Fox, 


deputy state conservationist. His whole interest was in wild life 


and elementary "conservation education". The files showed him to 
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be incompetent as an administrator. TI had just finished that part 

of the review when Williams called about him. I told him the facts 

and that he wasn't able to do his job. A bit later he too was 

brought into the Washington office "to maintain liaison in conservation 
education, youth groups and the like." 

We e Lgeanaeelee almost accidentally that the North Dakota SCS 
people were making "conservation surveys" of scattered farms in 
McKensie, Billings, and Morton Counties, which had good recently 
published soil surveys, simply because the early mapping was done 
before air photos were available, We told them that this waste 
of funds must stop and explained that if they couldn't train the 
field people to use the published maps I should be clad to come out 
and do it for them personally. 

We finished up the state inspection of North Dakota with mixed 
feelings and I went on by train through Chicago and Springfield, 
Massachusetts to White River, New Hampshire. Here I was met by a 


young man from the SCS state office and driven to Meriden, New 


Hampshire where I took part in the Gordon Research Conference on 
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Biochemistry and Agriculture sponsored by the AAAS, from July 25 

to 29. Here a selected group of scientists were expected to live 
together for three and one-half days and speak frankly about their 
new ideas without publication, For some reason I was not enormously 
stimulated by the meeting although it was good vrelaxation with some 
intellectual eaten I gave an illustrated lecture on the effects 
of vegetation on soil formation with specific examples. 

The government car had been left for me and I drove it to 
Durham, New Hampshire Friday afternoon, Saturday and Sunday I 

oe 
spent mostly in writing on speeches that I had yet ahead of me. 

From Monday, August 1 to Friday the 5th I made the program 
inspection of the work in the Service in New Hampshire with the 
help of C. H. Grey. We spent part of our time in the field with 
Kenneth Grant. On the whole the work looked fairly good. 

Henry Adams was there as state soil scientist but actually 
was not able to carry on the work of that position because of his 


inability to drive an automobile. We had to recommend that some 


Change be made and it ended up that I had to find a place for him 
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(He didn't do much more there but at least he was not quite: so 
conspicuous.) But considering the resources he had available 
Mr. Collins, the state conservationist, was carrying out a good program. 


On Friday the 5th I took the noon train to Boston with the 


intention of having the afternoon for the book stores, But it 


was just ae hot. I went to a movie for the airconditioning 
and was directed to a cool restaurant - Locke-Ober = in a kind of 
alley. I took the full course from hors d'oeuvres to brandy and 
allowed a leisurely walk to the railway station. But the train 
was dérailed in the yard so I sat in that terribly hot station, 
because of the frequent promises that we could soon board, from 
about 8:00 in the evening until a little after 1:00 in the morning. 
I was thankful that nothing had happened to the air conditioning, 
On August 13 I flew to San Francisco and on the lth Bill 
Johnson met me in San Francisco and we drove to Yavis for the 


meetings of the Soil Science Society. 


I attended the executive committee meetings and spent most of 
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Monday in various conferences including a meeting with the 
Yearbook Committee. Much of the time at these meetings I spent 
listening to complaints and in interviewing men for various jobs. 

We had a second meeting of the Yearbook Committee on Wednesday, 
August 17th and peread to have a three-day meeting in Washington 
about the Daleace October to complete our prospectus and the final 
selection of authors, 

Early in i. morning of August 18, Bill Johnson took me to the 
Sacramento airport and I worked my Way by air to Lansing, Michigan 
during the day. The next morning I had discussions at the SCS state 
office on the campus with some of the college people about the soils 
work in Michigan, 

Luncheon was with Dean Tom Cowden and others, After the 
luncheon we went to the main stand for the celebration of the 
centennial of Michigan State maipeeerees During the ceremonies 
I received a citation for Distinguished Service. This was followed 


by a sort of pageantry play featuring the historical development 


of machines for farmers, It was unbelievably hot, Shortly after 
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| 
this concluded I went to my hotel to cool off and rest. The next 
day I returned home by air with a notebookfull of items to take 
care of in the office, especially on the Yearbook, 

A few days after getting back I went out to the Plant Industry 
Station to discuss the Yearbook with Dr. Salter. He was in 
miserable Sia on but probably didn't know it. He could discuss 
each item that I introduced very sensibly but only three or four 
minutes. Then we would need to change to something else, 

I used the next several days to get opught up as nearly as 
pfssible at the office and with the Yearbook. By and arrangement 
with TCA Guy Smith spent most of September in Surinan and British 
. Guiana helping some new men puzzle out a soil classification. 

Septuxsber 12 to ly I attended the meetings of the Soil Conservation 
Society at Green Lake, Wisconsin. Most of the sessions were a 
bit superficial and nothing of direét concern to either soil science 


of conservation On the 13th we had word that Salter had died, 


Cecil Wadleigh was very much upset. He said to me, "This means 


' 
{ + 

-. 

ad a O' 


FAS! 


“st 


; , an 
ati weet tt Tro Ieoo oF fefon ga ov drew T petyie 


¢ of eset’ i to {[y?voodevon so Atay ite yi sme 


smooditsel scid 


} so ¥ltetosdee ,exitto Bay 


VORD BHEITS> tad ts Syee 


Ri iw.Yood met aus sanoeiD og F te 
ioe 9 on ,¢b Won Pinbio yf vor diy nolsthnos 
TD? to sets Yoo dix vis tanse vie betunordad i gang 
eo Fea- ape Fever Ot fish oF Dean ainow tw nedT 
ee ele@sen as Ged ate “) ayeu. Ler ve xen Si 
Jusmennst12 bine bv 


 eff@ ddiv bae soll'lo sty dara 


a 
7 
ms webu ol sine yec te tgom dasqe sv ine 


wine yO ae 


>] 


ltisesio fLioe » J; 


5 Fes 
ol ofex 


: : | 
vq rom wen once piiqiems 
nofigevrennod [fot eit Te genitoem e:lt bebnatte I Of oF SI sed 


& stew edoings® edt to teoM .ntenooe Hi , ail deere Saree 


7 


aongtoe {foe reitls of aisonct costib To ag tidon brs fs tof 
.betbh osc wed [st Jedd Baiow bod ow Weel edt AO Vaoids 


arisom aint” .on od bisd off 


oy Soe - 
7 ee os 
. = n=" ay 
7 ar oe mm  - 
5 4 7 - 7 
- mained - - NI rw e 
we , <i’. & - i. . aa : , & 
: a0 a we ae : 


CEK (1955) -6)5= 


that Omer Kelley will be director, They(meaning Shaw) should get 
somebody from the outside," 


I agreed with him that they spun get somebody from the outside 


who could make a fresh start. "But," I said, "This calls for more 
energy and imagination than 'they' are likely to put out. But it 
wont be Kelley,” 

"Who do you think it will be," Wadleigh asked me. 


~ 


"You", I replied. 

"Oh no," he said, "Furthermore they na get someone from 
the outside." 

Later I supported Wadleigh for this position because so many 
people disliked Kelley. This turned out to be one of my serious 
mistakes, 

The next morning I gave a lecture on Soil surveys in modern 
farming, which was later published in the Journal of the Society. 
The purpose of this talk was again the positive one of using the 
Soil Survey tocapture opportunities, 


I made a tape recording for the Des Moines station and took the 


train to Washington, 
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I returned home the morning of the 15th with a little time 
to spare before going to the funeral of the late Dr. Salter. 
Salter would have lived quite a bit longer if bre Secretar 
Office had treated.him decently. It would have been kinder had 
they simply shot him in 1953, 

qa ee September 17 I left for Lincoln, Nebraska 
and got there Sunday evening for the first annual meeting of state 
conservationists. Williams gave a good opening and each of the 
assistant administrators - Dykes, Van Dersal, and myself - made 
short general statements. At these meetings most of the work 
is done through committees, 

On September 20th the whole group took part in a field trip 
to look at some of the work near Lincol:a with special emphasis on 
water control. That evening Joe Casey, Head of the Lincoln 
Cartographic Unit and his staff put on a wonderful exhibit of their 
work. They couldn't have done better. I think Williams was quite 


impressed since after that I had less trouble with him over 


cartographic budgets, 
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A At that meeting, and at the others which followed, I had a 
good many very helpful side conferences with individual state 
conservationists about our work, 

I recall that..at that one I made arrangements with Robert Boyle, 
state conservationist for Arizong, to let me have his state soil 
scientist, — Headly, for a year of training in the position 
as Assistant Director of Operations left vacant by R. O. Lewis. 
Headley never did get back to Arizona, 

To go back a bit: this fellow Lewis was another of my mistakes, 
He seemed to have been the second least objectionable of the old 
SCS regional soils men and my first impression of him was good, 

He turned out to be a procrastinator. Of the mail that came in 
the office I needed to refer the bulk of it to staff members, 
Yet I wanted to avoid the red tape of special file Slips. OT 
simply had a note put on indicatiew# what was to be done, If a 


replky was to be prepared the note indicated for whose signature, 


One day we received a letter from a state conservationist asking 
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when he was going to get a reply to his memorandum of such and 

such a date. We looked for it and found it buried in Lewis! 

incoming basket. We talked about this ab some length in my office 
to make clear that important mail should be answered within 2) hours, 
or, if that was not possible, acknowledge it and a tentative reply 
date Bere tasa: In a few weeks the same thing happened again with 
the procedure explained more firmly. The third time it happened 


- 


he was told that one more time would result in an unsatisfactory 


rating and a change in his job. Within two or three weeks he transferred 


to AID. This probably raised the average of both outfits. 
I took the evening train from Lincoln to Chicago September 
23rd and spent the tate room at the Morrison Hotel 
and left for Washington that evening. 
ow 
Much of October was spent on the Yearb&k except for a trip 
to New Brunswick to give a lecture at the dedication of an old 


piece of woodland bought by the Carpenter's Union and to be used 


for research. My lecture was on Soil research in natural areas, 
ee ee ee 
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Beginning about the 20th of October we had nearly continuous 
sessions of the Yearbook Committee for three days. The members 
reacted to the annotated outline I had prepared with the help of 
some of the Washington members. We firmed up this outline and agreed 
on descriptions and authors, with alternates, for each paper. The 
whole was eae as a prospectus and we cot out the invitation 
letters during the next two or three weeks,as I recall. 

Again we, in the Soil Survey, had considerable trouble getting 
the personnel people to handle some of the critical positions, 
especially in the laboratory. Personnel had so many "made" jobs 
that their regular work was hopelessly delayed. 

During the first week in November Dr. Simonson met with the 
Canadians for their National Soil Survey Conference at the 
University of Saskcatchewan. 

“During November 2 and 3 I met with the state sonservationists 
of the Cornbelt to go over procedures in handling soil surveys, 


including the role of various staff members involved, They 


had a good many questions but certainly their knowledge of the work 
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had improved tremendously in two years, 

On the 10th of November I gave a lecture to the Capitol City 
Garden Club on Our garden soils. 

From time to time I had had conferences with Cecil Wadleigh 
about how to get his soil and water research properly organized, 
especially the otha management research. He was having a good 
many arguments with the state experiment stations. On November 10 
I sent him a long memorandum, at his request, laying out a plan 
for a joint study by four outstanding state college people and four 
of his own scientists. This advisory committee would first - 
briefed on the responsi bilities of the Department and then 
given = opportuni ty to study representative examples of work 
under way so that he could hav’ advice on the respective roles of 
his group and the state experiment stations. If he did the job 
well he would have four good defenders of his program, - one in 
each land-grant region. I explained that the committee would be 


advisory. He would not be bound to accept their recommendations 3 


still he would need to be prepared to consider then very carefully, 
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He thanked me for the memorandum and did nothing about it, 
Relations with the experiment stations continued to deteriorate, 
Wadleigh seemed to be afraid of everyone, even of me. I 
happened to be in Iowa a few days after he had visited some of his 
men on the campus there. He never even called on Dr. Pierre, the 
head of the eae where they were housed. Bill found out 
Pent it just before I came and his irritation was not concealed, 
Several of his men were even more discourteous. What a pity 
Yet Wadleigh invited himself to every national and regional meeting 
he could work in of the NASCD. He was far more concerned about money 
than with ideas, 

November 13 and 19 were spent at Augustana College in Rock Island, 
Illinois, attending a symposium financed by the Quad-City Institute 
of World Affairs, Here I gave a lecture on Soils and agricultural 
abundance, At this meeting, I met Mr. Lester Kellogg, an economist 
with the John Deere Company, who impressed me very much. On 


November 21 TI had a leisurely trip back by train and I wrote a good 


deal on one of the papers for the Yearbook, 
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On the evening of November 26 I took the train to Lincoln and sat 
through the early part of a conference among the soil correlators 
and state soil scientists of the Great Plains. On the evening of 
the 28th I went by .bus to Manhattan, Kansas to take part in a land-use 
forum sponsored by Kansas State College. Here I gave a lecture on 
Relationship of — characteristics to land use. (This was reworked 
a bit and published also in a local magazine as Our soil.) 

On November 30 Arthur Nelson, the state soil scientist in Kansas, 
drove me back to Lincoln. This turned out to be a cloudy day. 
About half way to Lincoln Nelson made a wrong turning. I asked him 
two or three times whether he was sure of the road because it didn't 
seem right to me, but he was sure - until Manhattan came in sight 
again, After I left the Lincoln Conference the boys fixed up a 
special award and gift for unusual service. The gift was a compass, 
Despite his usual sense of humor, Nelson was not amused. 

I spent November 30 and December 1 and most of December 2 


talking over our many problems with the men at Lincoln and then went 


on home by train. 


-652- 


ifov sfagc esanerA yo Deitosiow 


ane o aetdedinel 
eyo add semis tt100 
anit: govivrsr lewaunt tol 29 hy orn. basws: 
dun GBW forvtol. ,somn to seme Teves eff 
§ 4edueool "to dede Bae £ redmnosti bas O§ xedmevoll tmaqa 


cult Ore afnoc hh tem et ote ene doagiynsm wo 16v6 sme 


* . ) ® : 7 ’ 
Noot I oS shdrevot to =rrtneve i 


a: 


‘ 


- 


itscostedD Iftoe to qian 


- — a tree mee sae 


; vow ; - ~ 
pool « ulwele Dede ifdug Bae 


ine fell uideak OF tadmevorm 
- 


i” ,ofoouht of sosd Sal 


cloonil ont Jiel I cesie 


* 
- 


va 
ce 
os - a 


= 
7 


Dh ©) acme 
hoa “ id ay <a 
PO) se > 7 


- rie 7 


CEK (1955) -653- 


From letters sent t® me at home and in other ways I began to sense 
a great deal of discontent in the Service, especially among the soil 
conservationists and the plant specialists. The general complaint 
was about the overemphasis on records and forms. 


Cervesperolence) 


Throughout the year I had a heavy, at home about the work especially 
with fsa auusen Absan; and Aandahl, 

In December I started making plans for Lucille and me to go to 
Europe the next summer, especially for the Congress of the 
International Society of Soil Science in Paris, Major Ignatieff 
insisted that I spenw a week with him at Rome to make a eine review 
of the manuscript for the second edition of the Efficient Use of 
Fertilizer. In a way this was unnecessary. But Ignatieff was very 
conscientious about his work and had no one of eq ial competence to 
consult.- So I agreed to go much more to ease his mind than to 
prevent errors in the book. 


After the usual holidays Lucille went with me to New York where 


I attended the annual meeting of the American Economic Association, 
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Part of the program was cooperative with the Farm Economic Association, 


I presented a paper on World food and agricultural potentialities, 


which, etc sodet wes published: in the journals of both societies, 
My paper went over very well. The eens completely full and 
many were Rec ee For us the highlight of the meeting was the 
presendential tiscsd of Dr. John D. Black. He fully deserved the 
great honor and attention he received from his fellow economists, 


Lucille and I had a little time for shopping and returned home 


the evening of December 30, 
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Although I had begun working on the Civil Service position 
descriptions for soil scientists progress was very slow, 
Right after New Years we had upsetting news from the Gold 


d 
Coast, Cc. F. Charter was taken seriously ill ang was being flown to 


a London hospita We Aven ditd- aA bepd SIP: fLy-tid. het that 

thet See ett. lew 3 Fetdty tf? 4 faa bow 

fps Muze Kialiyailirg t Lactate Glttd cage cae Like a 
That year IL had few formal speeches scheduled ale? ah pay a7 b LCA 

CAlD 


many informal ones from outlines). Most of my available time was 
budgeted for the Yearbook. As he read papers Stefferud indicated words 
that he thought should be in the glossary in addition to the ones I 

had on a preliminary list. Many had been defined for the 19338 eet 
and many were included in other glossaries. Yet a large part of these 
were not up-to-date or were not explained satisfactorily for the lay 
readers. I worked up a preliminary glossary and received criticisms 
from a few people close at hand. As the year went on the glossary 

was refined, mimeographed, and sent to all committee members and 
authors. As I recall, we had about three rounds of these drafts, 


I attended the regional Soil Survey Work=Planning Conference in 


Raleigh, North Carolina January 10, 11, and 12. In attendance were 
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pun’ 
all the state soil scientists and soil correlators of the Service 
and representatives of each experiment station of the southern 
land-grant region. The meeting pleased me very much indeed. In 
1952 and 1953 these.were the most backwazd areas in the program, 
Glen Fuller had been Shipped out. I had remarked earlier that we 
would know when SZ were free of the old bitterness: As long as we 
attended meetings where all the men were courteous and proper, we had 

; te 

trouble; but when we went Qf meetings where the boys had their coats 
off, theirties loosened, and were arguing strenuously about soils, 
the troubles would be over. This was the situation at that meeting 
in Raleigh. An outsider couldn't have told who had been in the old 
Soil Survey and who in the old SCS, He would have known that Billy 
Ligon was the natural leader, It was a great pity that Hub Allaway 
became discouraged so early. In the committees one would find old 
SCS men arguing for more soil series and less phases What a change! 
I spent quite a bit of time on the podium outlining our plans with 


special emphasis on training, reading, writing, soil survey interpretations, 


and the importance of soil survey work both within and outside the 
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Department. The boys had lots of questions and that was good too. 

Near the end of January we learned of the death of C. F. Charter. 
I wrote, as tactfully as I knew how, to Tom Medea the Governor-General 
of the Gold Coast, and to G. W. Nye of the Colonial Office in London, 
pleading that full consideration be given to H. Brammer to take his 
place, This was done. But after independence, when the Gold Coast 
became Ghana, the pressure of natives against the Europeans greatly 
increased, In addition I suspect that Brammer lacked a bit in administrative 
acumen to handle these people, especially a little stinker by the name 
of Obeng. Finally Brammer quit about 1960 or 1961 in desperation and 
took a job with FAO. It was a great pity because Charter hed built 
such a fine and useful program. Yet most of the results were published 
and will be available for sane people. 

Saturday, February I arrived in Boston and spent most of the 
day with Dr. Black's group at Harvard. Sunday Mary Alice and I had 
a fancy dinner and went to a movie. That evening and the next day 


I attended the conference of the National Association of Soil Conservation 


District Supervisors and took the late train to Washington. 
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The next week, while I was in the office, Roy Hockensmith had a heart 
attack. I rode in the ambulance with him and staid until his wife 
came. I had called her and told her to come but only mi. a) taxi. 2¢ 
turned out not to be real serious and he recovered in a few weeks. 

I spent February 8 and 9 at a state-wide meeting of the soil 
scientists LA peas The program had been fairly well arranged and 
several of the boys gave talks. It was perfectly clear that this 
group had a long way to go. I spoke to them for nearly an hour on the 
outlook for our work and for the Soil Survey as an organization. 

Then in the evening I talked to the boys on the world food 
problem with emphasis on the humid tropics and an explanation of the 
bush fallow. 


After my return from this conference I had a curious personal 


letter from one of the young men in the group. 
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Albany, Georgia 
February 15, 1956 


Dr. Charles k. Kellogg, Head 
Soil Survey Division 
Soil Conservation Service 


Dear Dr. Kellogg; 


I had wanted very much to express my pleasure at 
meeting you at the training session in Athens. I meant 
to do this personelly. Yet after your address to the ; 
group on Thursday afternoon there was no opportunity for 
it. Thus I am writing for that purpose, 

I can truly say that I attended the meeting with - 
fellings akin to’speculation. You see sir, you have a 
reputation which is wide; yet not all of it is flattery. 
Also of one thing I am sure = you are aware of this. 

So, to m one of the singular pleasures of the meet- 
ing was meeting and in becoming acquainted with you. 

It is too seldom that I meet individuals of renown and 
even of those, too many are sutiated with feelings of 
self-importance. Those feelings were conspiciously absent 
in you. 

I heartily enjoyed the occassions you spoke to us. 
Although you singled me out afterward on Wednesday as 
the one sitting in back and scowling, it was not in dis- 
pleasure. The remarks you made to us were stimulating 
to thought. But with all the wisdom which is yours it 
is also very evident that you are a grand fellow. So, 
in closing permit me again to say, it was indeed a warm 
pleasure seeing you on that occasion, 


Respectfully 


Hubert J. byrd 
Soil Scientist 


After the Soil Survey meeting Cecil Chapman, the state 


conservationist, and I went to call on the Dean of Agriculture and 
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the Director of Extension at the University of Georgia. Undersecretary 


Morse had asked several of us to use such occasions for talking 
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to the college leadership about the Rural Development Program, 

So far nothing had been done in Georgia but they did a good job of 
buttering me up and promised to have a state, council meeting the 
following week. We discussed the selection of pilot counties for 
a while, and T returned to washington. 

I think that Undersecretary Morse was genuinely sincere in 
wanting to do something constructive for low-income farmers. He had 
Senycinted a committee, of which I was a member, but had no real 
organization of the work, If individual states or counties had some 
aggressive leadership sombhing was done. We in the SCS had oe 
money to expand our work in the pilot counties and so did other 
agencies. Specific rules were developed by a committee as a basis 
for releasing funds. But then the Undersecretary would approve 
certain counties or areas even though the work wasn't set up with 
local committees as he had demanded. With a few conspicuous exceptions, 
the program didn't get much off the ground, 


“About this time I had a dispute with the Undersecretary. He had 


finally seen a prospectus for our Yearbook on soil management. He 
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told the people in Information that the book was altogether too 

big and that it should be only a pamphlet. So I had to go to see 

him. He sat there pasty white from the want of being out doors at all. 
He was surrounded by piles and piles of manuscripts and dockets, the 
Significance of many of which were beyond him, I really felt sorry 
for the man; he = so far over his head. 

He told me that farmers wouldn't read a book. In his experience, 
he explained, the most popular reading in farm homes were small 
’ booklets. He went on some length about this, 

Finally I broke in and said, "Mr. Morse, I also have ee in 
many farm homes. I am not rola facetious, but the two mest popular 
books are the Bible and the Sears Roebuck catalogue. They are both 
large and no one has suggested that either be condensed," 

Then I went on to explain the purpose of the Yearbook, We 
intended it as a manual for farmers and for those who work with 


farmers including county agents and work-unit conservationists. 


Few farm people would have occasion to read it as a whole. I took 
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as an example fertility, and listed the plant nutrients that were limiting 
— Somewhere in #merican farming. I said, "Let us take zinc 
for example. It is not enough to tell a reader that zine deficiency 
may be a cause of low yields. We need to specify the more sensitive 
crops - pecans, citrus, corn, and soya beans. We should describe 
the symptoms. - ee we must explain how the deficiency is corrected, 
The method varies with the crop and with the soil. Amd so it is 
with all of the many nutrients plants take from the soil. Phosphorus 
deficiency is very widespread in the United States. Kinds of 
fertilizer to use depend on the soil. We need to explain the caine 
and placing of fertilizers, If we don't tell this minimum there is 
not much use of telling them anything." Finally the old man gave in 
and I have never been sure whether I convinced him or wore hin out. 
But we got our Vo ota ol pages for the Yearbook, 

During 1956 plighly significant cooperation was initiated with 
_ the Forest Service. Relations of the Forest Service had always been 


excellent with the old Soil Survey but poor with the SCS. ‘Two 


originally independent events initiated this cooperation. John Ketzer 
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had worked in the Soil Survey and was loaned to the Forest Service for 
the guayule work at the beginning of the War. When this was over the 
loan continued and he went with the Rocky Mountain Forest Experiment 
Station. He started to make a soil survey of a large experimental 
watershed with informal assistance on soil correlation from Arvid 
Cline and Be yadendahl: This job was far along before I knew about it. 
When the boys had finished it they asked me what to do to get it 
printed. I recommended that they explain what they had done in a 
joint memorandum to me and to Dr. McArdle, Chief of the Fores wy earrl es; 
and to request guidance. Mac called me on the phone as I knew he 
would and asked me how I intended to reply. I said, "If it is all 
right with you I shall Se publication in the regular Soil Survey 
series of the Department. You know, Mac, we went through 17 years 
7 pits soil surveys in the Department and I hope we don't 
need to do that again." 

On this we were agreed and Retzer prepared the report in the 


usual way. 
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Long Mefore this question arose I had begun to receive letters 
from various field officials of the Forest Service who wanted soil 
surveys made or who proposed various schemes. Some of these were 
good and others had been tried and found ineffective. From time to 
time I talked with 5 a of the assistant chiefs but they knew nothing 
about these ese 

Finally I went in to see McA¥dle, whom I knew well, - in fact 
he was clearly a outstanding Bureau Chief of the Department - and 
explained the whole matter, I said to him, "We should like to help 
your poeple but we don't know how to go about it. We don't know 
whether these people are willing to finance the work or not, wd none 
of your assistant chiefs in Washington Inowg anything about it." 

"Well," Mac asked, "what do you want me to do about it?" 

"I wish you would get the best soils man you can find who 
knows your organization or can learn about it and put him here in your 
Washington office," [ replied..."If that were done I would have my 


people look to that one man on all these questions of soil surveys 


in the National Forests. We cannot possibly know enough about 
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who's who in the Forest Service to work it out ourselves," 

McArdle agreed that this was a good idea and he would take it 
up at a full staff conference that included the regional foresters. 

Some two or three or four months passed and McArdle asked for 
a conference. He said, "The staff conference bought that idea we 
discussed Ss Pests surveys in the National Forest. I didn't want to 
go ahead until regional foresters had fully commited themselves 
to use some of their operations funds. Now about this soil scientist 
for our staff here: Do you think John Retzer could do the job?" 

"I'll answer that, Mac," I replied, %if you will fae 
question for me first," 

"What's that?" he asked, 

"That neither you nor any of your assistant chiefs will ever 
forget that you asked me. You will recall that no names were 
discussed between us." 


"Yes," he said, "I recall that you did not make a suggestion 


for an individual. We appreciate that and we!1l remember it," 
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So I told him that John Retzer was the best man I could think 
of for the job. Yet I wasn't too sure that he could be enticed into 
an office job. If he did come it was very important that he should 
not be called a abel long appointment," 

All this iead to a formal memorandum of understanding between 
SCS and the Forest Service on soil surveys. 

The SCS haters in the Forest Serwice griped and so did the 
Forest a in the SCS, Even Hollis Williams and a few 
others maid that this memorandum was simply the entering wedge for 
the Forest Service to take over the Soil Survey4 I told such 
critics, "If you find a policy or a person in the Forest Service 
Pet capping our work I shall try to work with the Forest Service 
for a change. I might not succeed but we have gotten rm well before, 
of Beare ge cannot deal with vague generalities. But understand 
this: If I find anybody in SCS or in the Forest Service trying to 
sabotage this program, which is so clearly in the public interest, 


on bureaucratic gpunds I may not be able to do them any harm. But 


believe me it wont be for want of trying." 
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Of course a lot of arrangements had to be made and policies 
adjusted; and as time goes on others will be needed. ‘The program has 
been highly successfulLU\s pheour 1X 4, 

March 19 to 23 I made the program review of SCS work in Louisiana 
with the assistance of L. V. Comptom, A. GO, Watson, and Louis Herndon, 
Watson and Herndon went with the deputy to different areas than 
Compton and I visited with H. B. Martin. 

The first day I had an amusing experience. They had chosen to 
take me to Bossier Parish where they had a standard soil survey 
under way. I asked Martin what the district board thought of this 
and he had to admit that he had never discussed it with them (This 
turned out to be a good lesson for him and since then he has been very 
active in this area with the local soil conservation district boards.) 

ieee were several difficult problems in Louisiana but I 
thought the state conservationist had quite a good view of them I 
was not much impressed with D. L. Fontenot, the state soil scientist. 


He knew quite a bit about soils but was most too argumentative to 


work with people. (In years ahead this got so bad that he had to be 


transferret. ) 
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Although Mr. Lytle of the acricultural experiment station is an 
excellent party leader, I received the impression that somehow relations 
With the SCS state office were not too good. Lytle was quiet and 
Fontenot was rough and argumentative and this may explain the trouble. 


As we met in the state office it became clear that many phases of 


¥ 


the engineering work needed to be strengthened and plans were made 
to do that. 
This was a very interesting visit for me because many of the 
problems were different from thoseI had normally been dealing with, 
After completing the program review H. B. Martin took me to 
Baton Royge to interview the Dean of Agriculture and the Director of 
Extension Service about the Rural Development Program. Obviously the 
Director of Extension wanted no part of it. He didn't like the 
emphasis on low-income farms and had no plans for calling a meeting 
of agency heads as Undersecretary Morse had directed. . He said that 
puen low-income problems as they had were being solved by other means 
It was true that industry was @xpanding remarkably along the Mississippi 


River between Baton Rouge and New Orleans. Yet not enough ijobs were 


being created, 
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Director Sanders kept insisting on the "need for legislation", 


He said he knew the Undersecretary wouldn't like it, but that's the 
way things were in Louisiana, He thought it would be difficult to add 
to what they were now doing. Most towns had committees to try to 


bring in industry. The state already had a large program for vocational 


¥ 


and trade: schools, 


During this unsatisfactory conversation Dr. J. N. Efferson, 
Director of the Experiment Station, listened without Saying anything. 
He observed that I Me taking notes. As we started to leave he asked 
me to come into his office a moment. He told me that the old Dean, 
who was away, didn't know what it was all about and wouldn't do 
oa He said, "I can't do anything now so I didn't 
Say anything. I don't agree at all with Sanders, Beginning next 


July 1 I shall be Dean. Then we shall cooperate as the Undersecretary 


desires," 


“ 
This means then, "I said, "that I should prepare two memoranda 


for Mr. Morse, one summarizing Sanders! views and a confidential one 


laining your position come July 1," 
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the plane for Wastiington. 

My correspondence now was heavy with plans for the Paris 

- Coneress and FAO matters. Both Professor Tavernier and Dr. tonmiiett 
were having trouble with Luis Bramao. (This was only a slight foretaste 
of what was to come.) 

On April 7 Dr. John McClelland was appointed as senior correlator 
with Mr. Johnson. We had had a real struggle over this. As a 
Canadian citizen he had gone to Iowa State for his gracuate training 
end then took a position with North Dakota State. He had agreed to 

- come with ‘3 over a year earlier. Before he could do that his final 
citizenship papers had to be signed by the judge of the accerat 
district court. Just before that was to be done the judge left. 

Then Eisenhower and the North Dakota senators rowed for nearly a year 
about a successor. Hence the delay. Kul fot an tyitellat Aad. atnte4T 


I continued to have heavy correspondence with the principal 


soil correlators, especially with Johnson and Aandahl, about what 
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to do in the backward states.and about the new cooperative program 
with the Forest Service. 

That ae Robert had permission to ride with the Air Force 

to ie tand. ee boys doing this went to McGuire Air Force 
Base and took a chance on getting a plane. He waited for a while and 
then took a raankee flight on an Iclandic airline. Men in British 
and American uniforms were not popular in Iceland. So he changed to 
Civilian clothes in the air station and our friend Bjorn Johannesson 
looked after him. He ss a good visit at the University and did get 
a ride home with the Air For cee 


We had the National Soil Survey Work-Planning Conference in 


. St, Louis April 30 to May 5. 
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April 30 to May 5, 1956 


Again I reviewed some of our principal problems with the group. 

As usual most of the work was done in the committees after brief 
Ee thei,regional work-planning conferences, 

_ Dr. Smith was making progress with the new system of soil classi- 
fication. He now had a Fifth Approximation in progress. At this con- 
Bence he opened up the question of nomenclature with the help of 

Dr. Heller, Professor of Classics at the University of Illinois. We 

. were hoping to have names few the groups that would be connotative. 

Each one needed to be a noun that could easily be made into an adjective. 


aa Cyd Aemi fran, fLangecegp, lich 
4 nce we would use ma fi and Greek and other, maetet Wee would 


go together in different woe jhe had to be careful that we 


wou aYbome up accidently with vulgarisms in some other languages. 


Dr. Dawson was making further progress with the classification of 


; organic soils that he explained to us. 
‘That year the..horizon nomenclature had been turned over to Dr. 


Marlin G. Cline who could at least discuss the problems without getting 


the people angry as Whiteside had done. 
At this conference we had a committee on engineering applications 


and worked up tentative plans for having a chapter on soils engineering 


in each published soil survey. 

We had good discussions of the place of slope in soil classification 
and further ne the classification and mapping of eroded soils. 
Both of these came back to the Manual ewe had good discussions on several 
ess important subjects but the greatest difficulty came over Mr, 


Klingebiel's attempt to explain the so-called capability classification, 
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e had made a lot of general statements in his presentation that were 
inconsistent with one another and the boys gave him a bit of a hard 

| I realized that something really radical was going to have to be 

“| done to get rid of these inconsistencies, 

‘After the conference was over Paul H. Montgomery and I left on the 
| same train, As I recall, he got off around midnight or perhaps sometime 
after that. Anyway, pat eae together in my roomette until nearly midnight 
g about this difficult problem. How much of it came from Montgomery 
i. much from myself I could not honestly recall. Yet when I went 

be done. We would have to involve ail thal dcete soil scientists/ in 

‘| such a way that they would think they had a part in developing the idea. 
Ine [I Benciced that night that I wanted Paul Montgomery on my staff 


| inWashington. (Later, this was arranged -6s¥.) 
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For some silly reason the meeting of the state conservationists 
for the Northeast was held in a little semi-resort village in Pennsylvania 
called Potato City. As I recall two or three of us from Washington 
went at the same time. Visitors were met at the Harrisburg airport 
and SCS men drove us in government cars to this place. So many other 
prsople were nee from state and field offices that one could hardly 
find the state conservationists. The program was poorly arranged, 
Afterward I complained about this as a colossal waste of funds and 
effort. 
The Yearbook was coming along well although I had to at a 
lot of time pacifying the authors to whom Stefferud had written his 
| a 
characteristic letters. Unhappily, I didn't have time to read all of i 
the papers, Later I discovered some serious errors due to the authors 
or to Stefferud, or, more likely, to bad communications between them. 
It seemed necessary to visit South Carolina. The state office 
wanted to promote some boys that were qaestionable and I wanted to 
_ see them. Also there were some bad failures of farm planning around 
% 


Charleston. Governor Herter had bought an old place gnd spent a lot 


of money in draining and other improvements. The first year he got | 
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a prize for the best pasture in South Carolina. About three years 
later the soil was essentially unproductive, 

I went to the state office at Columbia and several of us took 
: field trip together. One of the most interesting items was the 
practical drainage of forest land to improve its production. The 
land already mari harvestable stand of the slow-growing pond pine. 
They laid out Dp ge beet he of roads to get to the pine and ditches 
that were dug for drainage and to get earth to make the grades for 
the roads. Once drained, transplanted seedlings of the normal 
species of pine grew well. 

I was able to visit a famous old plantation near Charleston on 
the aren of a tidal channel. The long entrance road was bordered 
by two rows on each side of beautiful live oaks with great stringers 
of Spanish moss. Part of the movie, "Gone with the wind" had been 
filmed here. Then one went by the old slave quarters before coming 
to the, "big house", 


A comparative young couple were buying this place - I gathered 


rather on a shoestring. The man was a lawyer in Charleston and his 
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_ wife looked after the plantation. I met her at the "big house" and 
spoke about her azaleas. She asked me to look at them because they 
weren! t doing well. It seemed obvious that they were getting a bit 
of salt water. She was pleased to know the cause, because she had 
another source of water and then took me through the big house. This 
was really a ety place, 

We then looked at a vegetable farm mear the tidal area. As 
I recall, the owner was an old-time district supervisor and president 
of the State Association of Soil Conservation Districts. Our people 


had built two ponds for him for irrigation water. Both were too close 


to the salt water for the sandy soil and his tomatoes had all the 


characteristic: symbols of excess aoe At one stave the owner 

called me to one side and said, "I don't want to pry into the organization 
of the Service but I do have a question: I notice that the professors 

in the college here (The Citadel) and the physicians in the hospitals 

. go away occasionally for advance training and refresher courses, 


I've worked with the boys in the Service here for years and none of 
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\a has been away. How do you know that they are up to date in 
everything? 

This was about as hard a question to answer as I ever had 
because these boys had made a mess of his farm. (As soon as I could, 
which took a lot of arranging, I got Alexander down there and we 
organized a special training school in Charleston on salinity in soils 
and cat clays.) Later, an oil company bought this man's land as a 
site for storage. So the SCS mistakes there were covered up} 

We also looked at some interesting experiments in a wildlife 
refuge to find the Pe Aa rian a coh of fresh and salt water managed 
with dikes and canals, 

The next day we looked at some of the rice fields where Governor 
Herter's farm had failed. The drainage had brought about the formation 
of very acid clay loan, what the Dutch called "cat Clay". Later I 
got the people from the laboratory to sample it and the pH was about 
3 or a little more. The farm planner had sent a sample to Clemson 
and mecel ved word that it had a lime requirement of two tons to the 


acre, Obviously something had sone wrong since it would be about 
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50 tons, Later I read some diaries of some of the old réce growers 
around Charleston, They had learned empirically to keep the soil wet 
all the time except for the brief interval during harvest. Most 
fields were fallowed every other year. The hurricanes brought in the 
sea pai In the presence of organic matter, the sulphur in it was 
reduced, etree particular happened so long as the soil staid wet 3 
but once drained sulphuric acid formed and made the soil exceedingly 


- 


acid. Reclammation costs, at that time at least, would have been too 
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A/Zittle after noon May 19 Tom Buiés the state conservationists 
and I left the boys and started for Tampa, Florida to attend a 
meeting of the state conservationists of the South, which began on the 
2lst. As usual in southern meetings I sensed a lot of bureaucratic 
politicing and speculation. 

I talked to the group about eur soil survey program with special 
emphasis on training and organization within the states. I also lea 


a discussion on the Rural Development Program. At that point plans 
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called for about three pilot counties or areas per state. 
Also at this meeting there were too many people. At least 
half of those there opened neither their mouths or their notebooks 
during the meetings. Later I complained to Mr. Williams about this 
and we got the numbers cut down a bit. At least he agreed to not more 
than one soil iets from each of the principal soil correlator's 
office. 
June l; to 8 I made the program review of Service work in Illinois 
with the help of J. J. Coyle and Wallace L. Anderson. On the whole 
I was very much pleased with the staff and the work going on ia 
Illinois. We did have to argue with state conservationist B. B. Clark 
a bit about his failure to carry out the Service memoranda on biology. 
We told him we could not order him to do it nor could we release 
him from the obligation. Only the administrator could do that. So 
he agreed to carry out the policy. 
Bartelli ieee doing an excellent job of the soil survey program 


under less than ideal conditions. The soil scientists in the experiment 


station did not want to change any of their old ways and insisted 
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| on publishing all of the surveys. But they Hadn't the money to do it. 
gs we had a problem to solve before long. xcept for that, they 
had an excellent program in Illinois. 

I attended a state meeting of Service personnel in Louisville, 
_ Kentucky on the 13th and lth of June. They gave me quite a work out 
at this meeting = one lecture to the soil scientists, one to the 
soil ia Ea ra dag and one to the whole staff. The sectional 
programs were fairly good but the general program was not well planned. 

I spent two days, June 25th and 26th, with the cartographic heads 
at their annual meeting in Milwaukee. These men made a fine group. 

On July 6 my status was changed to GS-16 the first step in the 
super Pia I learned that Assistant Secretary Peterson had to 
look over my old FBI file. One of the arents had told me some of 
the things in there. One informant said he had seen me reading a copy 
of the "Daily Worker." When the appointment was cleared I spoke to 
Mr. Peterson about his unhappy experience of reading this file. He 
ard "There's nothing in there you need to worry about." This was 


all right for him to say but one never knows how someone might interpret 


such irrelevant information, 
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In July we finally got agreement on a plan for each principal 
correlator to nae a two-week training school in soil correlation. 
Hach state could have on the average between one, or possibly two, ©. 
candidates, Fortunately all of the principal soil correlators had 
had some teaching experience. So many of the in-service training 
programs of the Petneae were only a little more than vacations 
that I impressed on the men the importance of making these good solid 
weeks with examinations. These sessions proved to be extraordinarily 
valuable and resulted in much better work and stimulated several of 
the men to undertake further study. So in July we sent out a 
schedule for the following winter and asked each state conservationist 
to make one recommendation with an alternate, 

As I recall now the Yearbook was pretty well put to bed in July. 

On August 5 Lucille and I left for Europe. (The details of this 
journey are set forth in the Western European Journal, 1956.) This was 
to be partly work and partly holiday. 


We arrived in Paris a bit before noon August 6, at which point 


I started annual leave, This was the first holiday we had taken 
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together in some time. We picked up our tickets for the journey to 
Rome from American Express, called at the Embassy, and had dinner with 
Georges Aubert, 

On August 7 we. took the early train to Avignon. The following 
day we hired a car and driver and visited Arles, Nimes, Pont du Gard, 
and other points it interest. The unusually cold spfing had killed 
many of the olives. The French had gotten well started on their 
improvement plan for the Rhone Valley, which was to take several 
years. 

The following day, August 9, we went in the other ates ute 
and visited Carpentras and nearby villages and farms. We returned 
about ee. After we had paid for the car and got our key I became 
seriously ill, apparently from food poisoning. Armed with her 
sturdy (?): French, which was good enough, Lucille got me some paregoric 
and kaolin. 

The next morning I was able to dress and get to the train and 


we went on to Genoa for the night. We were glad then to have the 


American Express people meet us. 
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By the next morning, August 11 I was all right and we went on 


to Florence and had that day and two more in the loveliest of 


Huropean cities. 


-633- 


We went on to-Rome August 1); and staid with the Ignatieffs. The 


Major and I had nearly a continuous session on the second edition of 
The efficient ce. of fertilizer. (And it paid my expenses - Paris 
back to Banteay. The Major and I are both early risers so we started 
out with tea on the terrace about 6:00 a.m. 

Lucille had more time for sightseeing in Rome, which does not 
appeal to me much except for "Moses" and the Sistine Chapel. She 
also took a three-day tour of Naples, Pompeii, Sorrento, Capri and 
the Amalfi Drive. 

Besides the conferences with Ignatieff I had meetings with 
Whalen, Blackmore, Schickle, and others in FAO. Whalen spoke to me 
at length about the loose morals in FAO, beginning with the Director 
General's Office, especially Mr. Dodd. 


Ignatieff had arranged for me to give a long seminar in FAO on 


the bush fallow and shifting cultivation. For some curious reason 
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FAO essentially ignored this important system of tropical farming 
except for a few highly irresponsible, emotional statements by the 
foryesters. 

We spent August 23 and 2h, in Venice, then went on to Geneva, 
and finally came to Paris for the 6th Congress of the International 
Society of Be ride ei etice the evening of August 28. 

Most of my old friends from Europe were there and we had a lot 
of good talk. for the first time since World War II, the Soviets 
sent a delegation. They were very friendly and brought me gifts of 
vodka and caviar. 

As the days went on I learned from Lyle Alexander, Guy Smith, and 
others of a sort of conspiracy promoted by Tyner of Illinois and Hans 
Jenny of California to prevent me, of the USDA, from being named as 
President of the 1960 Congress to be held in the United States. 
Except ‘es Ableiter's brief period, Tyner followed me at North Dakota. 


He had little success. Somehow he disliked me because of his failures, 


Since about 1952 the State Department ceased appointing official 
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delegates to international meetings of which the government was not 
a party. As the international representative for the Society I called 
a meeting of the delegation, in Paris, which included all Americans 
present. Most of the Americans at the Congress were from the colleges 
and, on the whole, they did not include a majority of the top men 
in the Society. 

I had seriously erred in not having the matter settled of who 
was to be nominated President by the Soil Science Society at its 


previous annual meeting. 


The upshot was that Bradfield was nominated as the result of 
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this intrigue, although I doubé that he, himself, knew about it. ,1 
had worked so hard to get the International Society going after the 
War that Tavernier, Edelman, Aubert, and my other European friends 
were amazed. But they understood this USDA-land-grant politics when 
it was explained because they have their own brands. 

While in Paris I talked with Edelman about cat clays in the 


United States. We discussed my recent observations in South Carolina. 
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bys 
I told him that I wished he micht come and look at them. He replied 
| that he would be glad to ih We discussed dates and I told him I 
would look into the finances as soon as I got back. 

He said, "You_needn! t worry about that, I atnksidea any money 
from you." 

ca Beka hin "Did this new wife bring you a lot of money or 
what? How can you make trips like that without reimbursement?" 

"You don't understand," he said, "how appreciative my government 
is for the enormous help given us by your army engineers in Europe 
after the big storms, They brought in whole battalions of enetnuene 
stationed in Europe. Besides all the help we even learned something 
from you. Our government would be glad to find some favor they could 
do in partial return, All you need to do is to send me an invitation 
to help with this problem." 

So it was arranged and later he and a young Dutch engineer, 

Van Staveren, made a long visit in the field. 


Since I had not planned to take the Congress tours in France, 


Lucille and I flew to Brussels September 9 and went over to Ghent, 
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I spent a day with Tavernier at his Institute and on a little trip 
to Brugge where ineitae bought lace for Mary Alice' bridal veil that 
would xmmaent be needed in 1957. 

The next morning we made an extra package of some light clothing 
and other things that saa agreed to send by boat mail. As he 
gave the Senet es to his secretary in Flemish, I said, "I just 
don't believe you can communicate in that language," (It turned out 
they So BPN « also gave her a Loe of things to send by air 
to the Congo. Our unnecessary stuff went by air and the things for 
the Belgian scientists went by boa) 

In the late morning we drove to Brussels and had lunch with 
Dr. Henri, Director Of IRSIA. Then I visited Jurion. In the 
evening we had dinner at their home. 

The next day, September 12, I spent at Louvain with Jurion, 
Fripiat, Laudelout and Mlle. Gastuche, Lucille spent the day with 
Mme. Jurion. I had a heavy day at Louvain and we covered a great 
deal of ground. 


had 


Again we heave dinner chez Jurion. 
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The next morning Jurion and I visited Professor von Strahlen 
at his home and Professor Homes at the University of Brussels. 

We took the plane just before lunch and were down in London 
at 1:45. Here we did a little sightseeing and I spent most of two 
days at Rothamsted, 


The evening of September 16 we left London for New York. We 


reached Baltimore about 11:00 a.m. and had lunch in the airport 


- 
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while OS Sic ai ye hed Auger $0. Arte puctd te 
Abowt a week later Robert went to Iceland for the academic 
year at the University in Reykjavik. He had been awarded! both a 
Scandinavian-American Fellowship and an Icelandic (Government) 
Fellowship. Joan didn't go with hin then but gave up her job at 
the National Institutes of Health in mid-November, spent a little 
time in Boston, and went to Iceland in early December. 
From Paviehben 2 through 28 we had the annual meeting of state 


conservationists in Washington, As usual I went over the Soil Survey 


plans and problems with each of the five groups of men with special 
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emphasis on the position of the soil specialist Reng the state, 
training, interpretations, and research, The greatest value of 
these meetings to me was the individual conferences with the state 
conservationists about specific problems in their states. 

The bitin suamer the Congress had approved the Great Plains 
ee to be administered by the SCS in counties 
desienatded by the Secretary within the Great Plains area as defined 
in the legislation. Under this program individual farmers and 
ranchers could receive both technical assistance and cost sharing 
under a contract based on a farm plan for efficient aaeeiueds 


production. Plans for this program took a good deal of the time of 


the conference, 


We had a position set up for an Assistant Director of Soil Survey 


WV 
Interpretations to work with Klingebéil. He was quite strong for 
Patton, the state soil scientist in West Virginia. I hardly knew 
him. Since Morris Austin was going there on a field review I went 


along for three days in the field with them. One evening while 
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relaxing after dinner Patton spoke of his Sunday School, which he 
seemed to enjoy. A few Sundays earlier an economist had talked with 
them but he didn't enjoy it. He said, "You just can't make any sense 
out of what an economist says." So then I knew he wouldn't do. 

I then talked to Klingebiel about Paul Montgomery and he said 
he would be ere him. We had Headley on the staff from the 
West and all the rest of us were mid-westermers, We needed some vody 
from the cotton country. Paul was not deeply trained in theoretical 
soil science but I had been much impressed with his judgment in the 
field and on the so-called capability classification. So I wrote 
Montgomery a long letter and asked him to come. He replied that he 
would rather stay where he was. I felt sure that he was simply afraid 
of the competition among all these mid-westerners. Most southern 
Soil scientists have a feeling of inferiority about their home 
universities, Even Joe Moon had the feeling I wrote a long, 


confidential letter to Dr. Buie, knowing that he would show it to 


Montgomery, explaining why I thought Montgomery hesitated and that this 
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Ae 
was the wrong kind of reason for both him and the Service. A week 
or so later Montgomery agreed to come. This strengthened the 
staff signigicantly. 

Barly in November I wrote Don Williams a long memorandum on the 
critical recruitment problem in soil correlation. Although Ke never 
came to see. fully the scranetrte training required for success 
in this work, by hard Puslene we finally got GS-1) for the principal 
soil correlators, nearly a year later. But our big difficulty with 
the status of the senior soil correlators remained. For many years 
this problem remained unsolved, 

eee of the Soil Science Society were in Cincinnati 
November 12 to 16. At the urging of the plant technologists of the 
Service I went a few days early and spent Friday and Saturday with them. 
This was a mixed group left over from the old regional offices. The 
leadership was ieee ae8r and their jobs had never been well cfined. 

I attended many of the scientific meetings but spent much of 


my time in individual conferences about the cooperative work and on 


the plans for the Seventh Congress to be held in the United States in 1960, 
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ay be 
pet 
In the middle of December for three days I attended a general 
meeting of soil scientists in Ohio. They seemed to be having 
continued trouble getting along among the agencies. The big difficulty 
was poor leadership beginning with the state conservationist, Tom 
Kennard. He had unged me to come to this meeting. He was at his office 
all the time but never came in even to greet the men. Instead he sent 
his deputy, named Alger, who was even more stupid and made a very poor 
impression on me men. They did have ~ big red-headed young man, 
Mike Stout, ies stood out over the others. Not many weeks later I was 
ablé to suggest him to another state for a promotion. 
Mary Alice came home for Chri stnag. Robert and Joan were in Iceland, 
One of my last jobs of the year was to write a statement for 
Byron Shaw to use with the Secretary and Undersecretary on why it 
was necessary to have a National Agricultural Research Center, The 


_ reasons were so obvious that it seemed a pity such memos even had 


to be written. 
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B15 T. January. For some tine ww I Reve been working on a book 


‘on soil conservation. Although several "scare" books have been 
published no positive and constructive book on the subject was 
- yet available. With the great demands on my time in the Soil Survey 
t and with the problems of agricultural development in the less 
| developed countries this project may, need to be postponed or 
perhaps abandoned entirelyY4I witli have some good source material 
though for the future. (rat prrdhid Y ra wuarrlals) 

Harly in the year I had a letter from Oleng from Ghana, He wae 
$3 a little stinker witn influence in high places and wants to 
replace Bramuer , the successor of Charter, — ltr to reason with 
him about the great need 7 platen good scientists among 
the young people of Ghana so that they will be ready for senior 
positions at some future time. But to sacrifice the basic scholarship 
requirements and leadership now could easily result in such poor 
work that the government would no longer finance the Soil and 
landUee Survey. He continued, however, to make trouble and 
finally Brammer had to leave about 1961 for work with FAO in 
East Pakistan. 

Arrangements were made this month for Dr. Smith to have a 
few weeks in Australia and New Zealand. 

While with FAO in Rome last summer I arranged for Jack Wetzel 
to take part in a watershed protection conference and training 
session in India, I thought he could do a good job and I think 
he did. Yet it turned out that he was so inexperienced in 
foreigh travel that he was full of complaints at the end about 
hotel and travel accomodations in India.where most people travel 


without difficulty 
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On January 10, after much preparation, I arranged a conference 
With D. A. Williams about the critical situation respecting our small 
but excellent field soil correlation staff, Several of the men were 
being offered better positions and competent men were exceedingly 
scarce. From the conference I mistakenly gathered that he understood 
the situation. He gave me a clear verbal approval to go ahead with 
With allocations of the principal soil correlators from GS-13 to GS-1) 
and of the senior soil correlators from GS-12 to GS-13. These changes 
were highly necessary, “(Yet a year later he reversed himself on the 
senior soil Poeraleare: which resulted in the greatest blow the Soil 
Survey was to have for the next ten years. I don't know whether he 
was being "coy" with me at the time or whether Mohagen talked him 
out of it, or just what forces were involved, 

Some of the staff felt that Roy Hockensmith was in the act to 
help some of his old friends. I do not know. It became clear later 
that I had made a very serious error in organizing the soil correlators 
in the 190s for economy. Rather than have all the senior correlators 
officed with the principal correlators, I had arranged free space for 
them in the land-grant universities. This reduced gost for rent and 
travel, It gave each of them access to a good library and strengthened 
our federal-state cooperation, Yet in the SCS this left one man in 
a few states that did not report to the state conservationist. It 
turned out that the few thousands of dollars that we saved may have 
cost us several hundred thousand dollars in efficiency from lowered 
morale and inadequate guidance, 

On Sunday I left for Monticell? Illinois to take part in a 


Midwest regional conference of the National Cooperative Soil Survey. 
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A good deal of the time of this conference was spent, and mostly 
wasted, in trying to figure out rather bizarre and elaborate symbols 
for the designations of soil horizons in accordance with their genesis. 
Actually, of course, firm decisions on fine points cannot be made in 
the field along without laboratory determinations. Further, a man 
can write a few words of description of what he sees that are very 
useful without solu Dexa what he is reasonably certain about. A 
large number of such bizarre symbols were proposed for B horizons. 

During January 17 and 18 I made the long train trip to Boston, 

To while away ese time I poked fun at the boys with a little poem -- 
A Lament for B. When I returned home Momny typed it and I sent the 
boys a copy. (Inset 695a, 695b, and 695c). 

January 19 our daughter, Mary Alice was married to John Schaefer 
at the Church of the Redeemer in Chestnut Hill, Brookline, Massachusetts. 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Roberts very kindly invited us to have the 
reception in their recently purchased large home in Boston. It was 
a lovely wedding. 

Reais the next few days I had very heavy office work, which 
included more difficulties with Stefferud over the 1957 Yearbook. It 
was too bad about Stefferud, He was a good craftsman as editor but 
he managed to get nearly everyone angry and resentful. This made lots 
of trouble for the chairman. For exampleevery document without 
exception about this Yearbook gave its title as Soil Management, 
Except for the briefest possible statements of some basic properties 
of soil, and relationships among them, the whole book dealt with 


soil management. Yet at the last moment, without any consultation, 
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A lament for B 


Now it seems to me. 

That busy as'a By vi 
Finds its manifestation 
a he wei hee ae 


Is it B or not to be 

Betwixt the A and C? 

Or has it lost its old position 
For new~found erudition? 


Once I. knew one B, 

AS simple as could: be; 

‘She wooed me with her true location, 
Not mae deep: REAY On. 


« 


A B twokcould ‘be, 2. 
When flashy charms defied notation 
I glorified the soil description, 


A big oe strong old B 


Was she a Mother B, 

Full of many a little 4? 

For with today's atomic fission 
The fate of B is! were a a 


A dozen Bis tor B 

Wont stay in A to C, 

With a B for each attraction 
They' 11 compete for tepals 


Without old Mother B 

Who'll say what is a B? 

Who'll see they have protection 
From geological distraction? 


The death of Mother B 

Marks the end of royalty. © 

How can we maintain distinction 
Midst so much lp apeniayeacianaee 


B's loss of. esta ty 

Means not democracy » 

For plain men will vive distinction 
Wp the pe bine: ape condition, 


Tis how vetoes nobility 
And keepreality © 8m | 
With all the B's in true relation 
And not ‘one: lost from indecision? 
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Can we take the lab to see 

All soil morphology? 

Or do we add to field gondition 
Genetic truth from revelation? 


Lettie por the, roll to see 

What subtle galaxy. 

B's new, algebra of relation 
Displays in Fifth Approximation: 


(T' will. be easier for me 

To, list, the. kinds. of B 
Without continual alteration 
In, the metric composition)». 


The olla 5 Seeliti pnd sin B 

Has clay skins now.to make.it be, 
And if there are no skins. to see 
. Ite still. may be a, clayey. B;: 

Or. better still,. try. hard to see, 
We now abhor transitional 8: 
Caniit be that it is no B? 

I'll. leave it in my.list to see 
If, structural B and. color B 

And latosolic B will be 

Enough to keep horizon C 

Down where I think it.ought to be, 
Next we come to a flirty RB 

With a red-brown dress that I can see, 
But. is it humus that I see? 

Or is it iron and is it free? 

Or alumina, or all. three? 

And not mixed with a clayey B? 
Well fares the solonetzic. B. 

If caps are clear for. all, to see; 
But not so clear the gleyic B, 
And, still less so the limy B 
Unless. it's well above. the C, 

Now what. becomes of old. B. three? 
An, evil rumor. came to me 

That it could even cease to be, 
Portioned out to a new C B 

And to an elevated C 

That's being pushed up by a D 
The Manual says should never be, 
This evil thing to poor B three 
Emerges from geology, 

Weathering now belongs to C, 

Soil formation to A and B; 

But if we fail to keep them free 
We'll have no more pedolory, 
Only regolith will still be 

And that can hardly have a B, 

If strong men scorn such heresy 
We'll always have an A, B, C, 
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ee : We all bane Seen a huried B; 
ae dOOK Healt onbyayits fet ‘rock, because it's B, 
: | Even though we call it C 
ronfused, They epgngget above: ‘that has a B, 
Anthropic A can be Ap, 
earbook, which wagtagd may too anthropic B, 
een ; On B two m none yet agree 
* BOLL SCLERCE+ SINCE Praginan has gotten free,” 
Then too we had a wu on B 
Hee BOS Pe Show’ an unconformity; 
‘ But now the purists say to me 3 
Pers 10K The L7YoRHsan ‘discontinuity" °° 
Our list has outgrown brevity 
Wena’ BETTS CSo"ECTT “But ‘mention fractured Ds 
. Broken iby the Manual D 
weNEEY PeOCSYs Or cut in two or even three 
wae tongues of A two shaped like V, 


Barly 3 Of coursé, we “have eroded B 
And "topsoil" made of it and C, 
ad in “But let us Keep old’ subsoil free 
And add more lines for each new B, 
oe eeeso"s © “See page “oné hundred eighty three 
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he changed the title to Soil. This title was very misleading since 

the book dealt only with soil management. A great many people were 
confused, They supposed this Yearbook to be a revision of the 1938 
Yearbook, which was a larger book and did deal with the whole field 

of soil science. When the 1957 book came out Iwas somewhat disappointed. 
I had been able to make a close technical review of nearly all of the 
papers for the 1933 book but not very many of those in the 1957 volume. 
Several rather bad inistakes got by, although few were critical for the 
ordinary reader, 

Karly in February I started a long trip in the west. First I 
stopped in Denver and our people there in the State Office took me 
to Brighton, a small town serving irrigation farmers and some ranchers, 
ft gave a speech to the farmers there on The principles of soil management. 
I think it went fairly well although ithe acoustics were poor and the 
speaker stbéod a long way from his audience, The address was followed 
by a rather poor question period. At the conclusion of the session 
a reporter from the "Denver Post" asked me for a copy of my speech, 
which I gave him, Later he wrote a story for his paper that quoted 
me as Bing opposed to Secretary Benson's crop control program No 
aspect of this program was mentioned in any way. What a peporter! 

I left that evening for Portland, Oregon and had a visit with our 
people in the cartographic unit the next day, ‘The following evening 
I went on to Herkeley. 

— 

On February 7 I had a meeting with the soil correlators and state 
s80il scientists that went very well. The next day I had a good conference 
in the state office including Dean Aldrich of the University. This 
helped to clear up some of our problems of cooperation, but not 


completely. One never does in California, 
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The following day, Saturday, February 9, Bill Johnson took me 
on a little field trip in San Mateo County. Previously I had 
commented on a soil correlation because of several mapping units that 
were listed as "Class VIII". I raised the question of whether these 
separations were valid and necessary. When Bill proposed the field 
trip he mentioned my interest in how far the sea salt had an influence 
on soil morphology. ‘This question still bothers me. In New Zealand 
the effect is noticeable clearly three or four miles from the sea and 
in Western Australia scores of miles. We drove to the sea and found 
very little effect beyond a few hundred yards. Then Bill suggested 
we drive back a different way, through the hills. He stopped at a 
heather farm, Mediterranean “—— was cut and sold to florists 
shops all over the country. I saw some in a nice New York City apartment 
only a few weeks later. The soil requirements of this plant are 
quite specific. The manager showed us the whole complex operation, 
Then we continued on with brief stops at other special farms producing 
exotic flowers or other plants. After the last stop Bill then 
explained that each of these kinds of farms was on a different kind 
of soil and all of them were in Class WIII in respect to field crops, 
This was a good demonstration in practical psychology. Obviously, 

i withdrew my objections to his correlation, 

That evening and the next two days I spent on the train home which 
gave me time to catch up on my writing for the Americana and on 
speeches scheduled ahead, 

After two days at the office I went to Cornell for an address 
to the local Soil Conservation Society Chapter on Soil management goals 
and soil conservation. I don't think I ever had a speech that went 


over so well, Both the audience and I had a lot of fun, especially 
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in the question period. Dr. Brady was pleased no end, 
Just as I left on this trip someone handed me a book on Soil Conservation 
by J. H. Stallings, I read it on the train and checked parts of it 
when I returned, Stallings had had the job of "summarizing" articles 
in this field to send out to the staff, Many of these reviews were 
quoted. He obviously didn't understand them. Whole sections of the 
Soil Survey Manual Had been copied with scarcely a word changed but 


with neither reference nor acknowledgment! While he was copying and 


writing the book he had gotten angry with me and with my secretary 

4 because we wouldn't give him ang advanced copy of the glossary I had 
prepared for the 1957 Yearbook, 

On February 20 I was in New York City for a meeting of the 


American Pulpwood Association, Many of the members were becoming 


interested in using our soil surveys for planning their operations 
including land purchase, I gave them an address on How soil management 

soaeatieinefenenuessitnemmeennalber ose 
aids growth, which was published in their Journal, This talk went 
erence eee 


over extremely well and we had an excellent question period, 


L still did a lot of writing on the conservation book that 
will probably never see the light of day. 

Near the end of February I began work with an inter-agency 
committee for the promotion of wide-scale translations of Soviet 
scientific literature, The fact is that much of it had been translated 
and some of this,ready for publication. This program grew enormously 
during the following years, especially with blocked currency from 


om Law 480. Foster Mohrhardt did a lot to promote it. Clifford 


Orvédal helped on the soils part. Many standard text books were 
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published and cover-to-cover translations of many Soviet scientific 
| journals were initiated, including Pochvovedenie, (I was unhappy 

| about the title chosen for this. It had always been called Predology 
| in English but for some strange reason the non-descriptive title 


Soviet Soil Science was chosen, ) 
CO ne RO TEE a 


i On March 5 Mr. D. A. Williams told me that he wanted to raise the 
| grades of the state soil scientists to GS-13 and leave the grades of 
the senior soil correlators at GS-12 and have the senior correlators 
report to the state conservationists; And to make matters worse he 

| changed this to have them report to the state soil scientists} Only 


2 or 3 of the state soil scientists in the country were as able as all 


1 
i 
; 
; 
| but 2 of the senior correlators. As I have commented before this move 


was destined to cost us tremendously in the quality and amount of 


work, ‘The only possible partial solution was to pick the best ones 


for assistant principal correlators and start out to develop some 
| 


young men interested in science to have a correlator in each state, 


Obviously this would take a long time and we could expect to lose 


several good men in the process, which we did and to have much more 
unpublishable soil survey work than necessary. 


On top of other criticisms, had been one that "people don't 


use the soil surveys." I insisted that these charges were false, 
We had many satisfied users, Still the claims were made, so a 
Statistical study was agreed on. 

Karly in March I had a request from the National Broadcasting 


Company in New York to work with one of fheir men on a live TV show 
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on the origins of technology and the differences in the way it spread 
in Western Europe and America as contrasted with what is now the 
Soviet Union, 

The week of March 11 we had in St. Lowis the Work=-Planning 
Conference of the National Cooperative Soil Survey. These meetings 
make good training sessions for our people and enormously helped the 
morale. Scholarly soil Scientists are so few in the service, and 
have so few peers to talk with, that they tend to get discouraged. 
But at these meetings Kiley tind chet the others are having the same 
kinds of problems and their morale is lifted, wecert Mea, Wok 

Immediately following the conference I went to the University 
of Arkansas to give a public lecture on Opportunities for improved soil use. 
This seemed to go well. I had conferences with the president and others. 
The president told me an interesting story about how the president of 
the University of Oklahoma almost lost his job. He was supporting 
his request for a new library before a reluctant committee of the 
State Legislature. Almost in desperation he said, "I'm trying to 
build a university that our football team can be proud of," 

I pointed out to Professor D. A. Hinkle that Dr. L. T. Alexander 
would be an excellent candidate for a D. Sec, from Arkansas where he 
got his bachelor's degree, He was enthusiastic over the suggestion 
and later T sent him the material. In due course Alexander received 
the D. 5c. 

I came back to a very heavy ) Aione with quite a bit of 
work with Undersecretary Morse on a rural development program. He was 
a nice old fellow and meant well, but he was in over his head. On 


top of that the garden season began. 
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We-again-held the-National-Seil Survey Work=Planning ‘Conference 


ANA "dy 


Ber 


_ +» We dealt with many of the old problems because in the Soil 
Survey we have some changes in problems and many changes in the 
answers to the same problems, At the beginning this year I 
highlighted: the great importance of pushing our publication of 

soil surveys. Retort most of our users do not have the data 
available in any other way. At this time we had also considerable 
prospect of expansion of the survey program with the liklihood of 
needing more staff. 

Although we had made progress in soil correlation, we had much 
further to go. Our need was for more precise correlations, better 
definitions, and a smaller number of mapping units, especially phases. 
Many of the phases put on a map were really not defined units, but 
Paotes that should have gone in the notebook instead of on the map. 

I stressed the immediate necessity for improving our capability 
igroupings. This was to occupy Mr. Klingebiel and Mr. Montgomery for 
Some time. We also talked about the importance of more Study within 
€ach soil survey area. A routine soil survey was not a good kind. 
Each area had its own potentialities and problems that should be 
explored and sorted out. 

Several State conservationists and State soil scientists were 
using published soil maps in farm planning and there was no reason 


why others should not also. 
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Since Dr. Cline had taken over the,Horizon Committee good 


progress was being made for improvement in terminology and descrip- 


classification, 

Dr. Dawson was making good progress with the classification 
f organic soils. Perhaps our greatest progress was in the field 
of engineering Rerernretations and in the improvement of a small- 
scale, general soil maps. 
Although the many technical reports are valuable and useful, 


the main benefit from these meetings was their value for training. 
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On April 2 I went to New York for the TV show, which was broadcast 
here early Sunday April 7. I received a nice check for this but it 
could have been a lot bigger had not the whole group taken me to a 
very expensive nightclub} 

Friday, April 5 Margaret Drummond, the sister of Winnie Muir, 
came for a two-week visit. This had taken considerable preparation 
to be sure she wouldn't be a charge on the government of the United 
States Our agricultural attach’ in London, Dr. Englund, was very 
helpful. 

Finally Dr. John Retzer joined the staff of the Forest Service 
to be in charge of their soil surveys and to work with us. Despite 
my heavy garden season I talked with him all day Sunday, April 7, 

We had our House Hearings on appropriations April 12. So far 
these men don't realize the broad importance of the National 
Cooperative Soil Survey program outside the SCS, 

Two days later I had an all-day meeting with Orsini and the heads 
of the cartographic units, 

In Paris in 1956 I had talked with Professor udelman about our 
problem of "cat clays" in the lower Coastal Plain and invited him to 
visit us the following year, He agreed to do that but he would want 
to bring along an engineer, I said, "I'll try to make arrangements 
for your travel." He explained that wouldn't be necessary because the 


Dutch Government felt so indebted to the United States for the 
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enormous help given them by the engineering units of the American 

Army in Europe after the big storm that ruined so many ties in 1951. 

He said that they thought they knew all about engineering but found 

they didn't when the Americans moved in. It happened there was a 

big international conference in the West at which the engineer, 

Van Stavern, would attend. We here worked out a very detailed itinerary, 
beginning in Texas, just after the western conference. So Hdelman 

came and spent the night with us, Sunday, April 21 and then“nt on the 
tour with Van Stavern: 

The fod pwiie week I had to make some budget cuts below the 
increase we had requested, which is never pleasant. In the SCS 
one never knows for sure how much support he has from the front 
offices all along the line. 

About noon, Sunday, April 243 I left for Cambridge to take part 
in seminars at Harvard. This gave mé a chance to see Mary Alice again 
and she had dinner with me at the home of Dr. Brinser, All day of 
the 29th I spent with Drs, Black, Galbraith, Prinser ano with the 
graduate students, Brinser gave me a copy of his request for funds 
for the seminar made to Resources for the Future. He wanted me to 
criticize it. I read it over on the plane and found it completely 
unappealing, I doubted that he would make it at Harvard, 

Near the end of this month I received a copy of a ridiculously 
critical memorandum of our procedures in the Soil Survey sent out by 
Francis Hole of Wisconsin tb the State ixperimnet Station Soil Survey 
leaders of the Midwest, Obviously he had copied the suggestions 


of Kugene Whiteside of Michigan State demanding committees for soil 
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correlations and other highly impracticable suggestions. ‘This fellow 
Whiteside has a—tet-of ability but is desperately anxious for greater 
recognition, Like several others he tries to get it by destructive 
criticism and silly little Sugsestions rather than by hard work and 
study. I wrote personal letters to Frank Riecken and to Robert 
Muckenhirn, They were both quite disgusted, especially Muckenhirn, 
who took care of the situation quite nicely, 

On May 1 Paul 4H. Montgomery joined the staff as Assistant 
Director for Soil Survey Interpretation. When I came into the SCS 
I knew we would have to do something about the "sacred cow" -- land 
Capability. At_a meeting in St. Louis Klingebiel had tried to 
explain it and got himself completely wound up in inconsistencies, 
(He later became a very good man after about 3 or l years of intensive 
training by me which took an enormous amount of my time.) Montgomery 
and I sat up on the ens tng that meeting and discussed the 
question. When I went to bed that night I knew whet needed to be done, 
It took a lot of effort to persuade him to take this position in 
Washington. But he proved to be expremely helpful. Since he was 
the only qualified soil scientist in South Carolina I knew his 
replacement would be difficult. Dr. Buie, the state conservationist 
anc old regional director, was a very poor judge of men, 

We had our Senate Hearings on the morning of Monday, May 6 and 
in the afternoon I left for Spartanburg, S.C. I spent some time with 
our people there and then went by car to Brunswick, Georgia. That evening 


ft met Sdelman, Van Stavern.and a large group of’ our people on tour 
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with Sdelman. Our Dutch friends demonstrated a special augur and 
apparatus for determining the permeability of wet soils. Wwe 


examined many of the cat clays and related soils including some that 


had gone bad as a result of drainage. (I shall not include all of 
the details of this very interesting field trip since they are well 
} documented elsewhere.) We made studies around Fleming, Georgia and 
between there and Charleston, South Carolina. During part of our 
excursion the leader of the soil conservation districts met with us. 
We looked at some interesting drainage for pulpwood. We found some 
laterite under a Ground-water Podzol, 

idelman was having some trouble with bis ulcers but we carried 
on. ° 

On sunday, May 12 I had a most interesting conference with a 
Mr. Samuel Gaillard Stoney. Although a bachelor, he lived in a nice 
little house by himself surrounded by relics of his French Huguenot 
family. When he spoke of "The War" he always meant the War Between 
the States. He was historian of Charleston and edited a Serpe utah 
journal of ‘geneflogy -- a subject of vast importance to the local 
citizens. Almost immediately he pointed to an old assortment of 
Silverplate on the mantle and said, "We buried that three times in 
our garden, once against the British, once acainst the Spanish, and 
once diguandt the Yankees, None of them found it." As soon as I could 
I geetens Subject on the tidal sates, These were reputed to have been 
copied from the Dutch, I explained that the Dutch never honed their 
gates so these must have been copied from the French. This please? him 


no end and he gave me many suggestions for reading and we exchanged 


reprints during the next month, 
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We continued the field trip north of Charleston, especially in 
the old rice fields and found a great deal of cat clay. I found also 
that our soil scientists there nad done a poor job of soil description 
and thay they knew next to nothing about geomorphology. As a result, 
some of the soils were badly classified. I left the party from 
Wilmington, North Carolina and returned:to the office on May 21. 

On Thursday, May 23 I attended an interesting session reviewing 
the history and use of the Soil Survey of Fairfax County, Virginia -- the 
earliest one madé specifically for urban planning. (The history of 
soils Rogtheens on work is briefly summarized in the first chapter of 
a small book on Soil Surveys and Land-Use Planning published in 1966 
by the Soil Seience Society of America, ) 

On May, 28-1 awoke at 5:30 a.m. with a terrible pain -- just awful, 
Mommy took me to the Group Health Clinic and Dr. Rosenbaun said that 
it was a kidney stone. I asked for morphine. During the day I was 
between nigtpares and swhke at short intervals. I saw clearly hundreds 
of soil profiles in New Zealand, Australia, Africa, and Kurope, which 
I could not have called to mind normally without notes\ 

The next day I had another attack byt demoral kept the pain 
down and I passed the stone. This left me quite weak and I would 
have stayed home longer had it not been for Kdelman being here, I 
went down Friday afternoon to introduce him for a lecture in the 
Secretaryls conference room. It was one of the best lectures I have 
ever heard, At the close I had to say: "Gentlemen you have all 
heard talk against the "lecture system', You have had a beautiful 


demonstration that it all depends on the lecturer," 
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Edelman left Saturday, June 1 and Tavernier cane Sunday, June 2, 
For the next two days we had meetings with the principal soil 
| correlators, Part of our discussion was about tie sMategy to be used 
in the special expansion of our Soil Survey in the Great Plains as 
directed by the Undersecretary. 

Tavernier stayed with us and visited with the other men while 
I caught up on office work. About Friday I got an order to be prepared 


to go in a plane on Sunday, June 9 with VicerPresident Nixon and party 


to Michigan State University where he was to deliver the commencement 
address, As a student I never expected to go in a car from the 
airport to the campus led by state police with their sirens on with 


no stops for traffic Signals, Obviously I got a lot of Kidding, 


even from my own family, because of my well-known lack of admiration 


for the Vice-President, 


| As time went on my back got to be very sore and my stomach a bit 


uneasy. 
In June we initiated a study of grass-soil relationships in the 
area of Utah, eastern Nevada, southern Idaho, and western Wyoming 
and Colorado. ‘Two excellent men were assigned to this research -- 
Vern K. “a and H. B, Passey -- with headquarters in Salt Lake City. 
June 24 Tavernier returned to Belgium and I went to Sast Lansing 
- to give an address at tae national meeting of the agricultural 
engineers where I talked to them about soil classification, soil 
Maps, and soils engineering. 
While tnere I met Al Moseman. The Government of India wanted 
me to visit there and,advise on soil survey and soil conservation, 


Rockefeller had agreed to finance the trip. Hecause the end of our 
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leave period came well into Jenuary, by leaving January 1 I could do 
the trip on annual leave and get my full salary twice. I tentatively 
agreed to the plan. 

On June 23 I left the meetings and had a cont'erence with Sackrider, 
our state conservationist, and Dr. Turk, director of the Michigan 
experiment station about our cooperative soil survey in Michigan. 
Whiteside had been making all sorts of suggestions. He wanted the 
federal publication limited wholly to the map and soil descriptions 
and then have -the state university publish everything on interpretations. 
Through Jim Porter I had learned that the other members of the 
department didn!t agree. More important this plan would ruin the 


Federal Soil Survey, If our published soil surveys had only soil maps 


_ and descriptions, appropriations would cease. I didn't get anywhere 


but I'm sure I shook Turk's confidence in Whiteside, We had a 
general meeting for lunch and I spent the entire afternoon with 
Whiteside and his associate and the SCS staff. Whiteside was 
downright insulting. I told him that we would publish the soil 
survey whether they did or not. I thought we had an agreement on a 
special organization to handle management classes versus capability 
classes but he didn't like that. 

He called me very early the next morning and said he realized he'd 


been a bit silly and wanted to have breakfast with me. But then at 


breakfast he repeated the whole weary story. Oh God’, Oh Montreal! 


Engberg and Harmon came by with a car and took me to Detroit for 
my train. On the way we stopped to see Christmas tree production, 
which is more nearly horticulture than forestry. A couple of days 


after I get back I wrote a letter to Turk and discussed it fully 
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with the staff before hand. It was a courteous letter but between 


the lines it said that if Michigan couldn't cooperate SCS would have 
; no choice but to go ahead alone, Later he replied exactly along the 
7 lines I had proposed earlier with copies to Whiteside and the others, 
At lunch on June 2lth Byron Shaw raised the question of whether 
2 or not I would take a position in FAO as Assistant Director General. 


I had forgotten for the moment about my schedule in Michigan. So 


later I called and said that if I had to make a decision then the answer 
would be, "No." Then later I was asked to reconsider and didn't, 

| Apparently Orris Wells, Ralph Roberts, and Dick McArdle were urging 

| this. But there was more to come, 

| On July 5 I got word that our appropriation wasn't what I had 

| hoped but still not too bad. I had a lot of garden work to catch 

| up and many conferences, Among these was one at Plant Industry 


| Station with Dr. Bauer and all the state soil scientists of the 


Northeast. He is certainly doing a good job training these boys. 


He handles them a bit like a schoolmaster, In fact, he reminds me 
of a mathematics teacher who became principal of the high school. 
On July 29 I was told, by Byron Shaw, as I recall, that I 
should plan to be asked to go to the Soviet Union as part of the 
yy cultural exchange program. 
Since Ignatieff had invited us to their home at Richmond in 
Quebe¢, during the period he was on home leave from Rome, Mommy and 
I decided to drive up there. We spent a bit over a week on the trip 
and there. It was a pleasant and restful| interlude but my back and 
Stomach continued to bother me, We were delighted with their daughter 


Mika and with a nephew, 


- fOv< 


a 


aerwited Jif vekhtel dvosdneod « eaw JT Jbned efoted ede” r 
evo bivew Ro ed orewns ? nbigoo Haghioln Tf dadd whan 22° 
aid gaofe ylvosxe bellqes ed tedad «.enole baviis oy OF Sad wel ; 
.tteite sit tes et tesdidw ct aedqoo milw qetl uw besoqer7 bad 2 
Taitetiw “to aciienvp eS beebdt wats not avlS anv no dom | 

ze 

. Letenet od 907 “l towtetheA ew OM ab nottineg 3 eve? blyownd: 

o .oentriolh ai siuberice ww Jueds-treran es tot terse 
swells sit mats sotefoep s siimst of Har I TP Jude bine — bel ise 


at ‘bk one xebtencoe: OF belae thw I tetel coi? "08" 


Kye 
a] 
é@ 
fu 


entow otaw efotéoil HON ban ,edtecoh dqisiA ,eileW sia ¥ 
«9noo oF sion Bpw oredd du 
bed T vane + raew moitetiquaqqs tro dent ptow doy I “ont r 
fiefs of wiow mebisyg ‘bo fol 2 bat E shad oof Pog {ise 
Vitavbal dmefI Jn ac sew onetid good .eeoneiwin0o — Us 
eid to efeitnetios [tor acaee on} [ie bas towel .10 atiwe 
.2\od seats salites! dof, beoy = mtfob Ylotadtes ef oH” « 
on ebuivet af ,fonmt nl .wicamiooive a eclil did 6 mart © 
sfoodoe Agitt oie Yo Infor ity areoed ow tepsed eo tvameny. 
ft seco ,[isoe I en ,wect noryi Ww ,bfot sew TOS yiat 0 
eid ‘lo t1eq e@ tole sertvod edt of Og Gf Dees ad oF 
 emeTOT eycadtone 
at bromiolfl ts emod tiedv of ay bertvnt bad Tisisengl 

brs yore ,emol mot evesl necd uo saw ed bolteq eit gmbh 
qint ect oo Xeew a Weve Ch s Uneqe: OW Getedt “ evind « 
bee xed ye te ebyivedn? pu/teeert rin Sueeselqg w exw ST ve 


ara, oH ’ age a * na 


» 
_ 
7 a 
: a. 2 
> 


sti 


While there I had a telephone call from Washington saying that 
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the cultural exchange program with the Soviet Union was to be postponed. 


The day I returned to the office, Joe Bulick of CIA came to see 
me. He had been telling me how anxious they were to get samples of 
hand lwritine for character reading. In fact, I had cooperated with 
them by cetting a few people whom they were interested in to write 
something out for me. These notes I gave to Joe. A few weeks before 
he had asked me for certain others and I told him that I didn't have 
much confidence a this business, So I reached in my desk and 
pulled out one of my field notebooks. I cut out two leaves, four 
pages, on the middle of a fiéld trip in New Hampshire. He agreed 
to get it analyzed with the analyst knowing only three things; that 
I was white, an American, and a male. He showed me the results and 
I was flabergasted, He had about 2% typewritten pages of an 
extraordinarily accurate diagnosis. I don't see how they do it. 

He even emphasized what Carl Dorney, our budget officer, told me: 
"You are almost too careful about the use of government funds\" 

We were now arranging for the 1960 Congress of the International 
Soil Science Society to be held in Madison, Wisconsin. Dr. Smith 
and I worked especially on the tours. We planned to have one before 
the Congress from New York City to Madison and two following the 
Congress -- one from Madison through the Middle West and the South 
tferminating in Washington and the other from Madison through the 
Midwest and the Great Plains to Riverside, California and terminating 
in San Francisco. First of all we had to negotiate with the State 


Department about where we could go since Soviets would be along. 
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This turned out to be a very difficult job. Then we had a committee 


for each tour. They had to prepare tour guides that we needed to 
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check, We had to arrange for 4 @@{ man on each tour. Then arrangements 


had to be made for large pits in the soils. But all of this work 


paid off very well. Before the Congress we had three excellent 


published Tour Guides edited and printed by the Department of Agriculture. 


These represented an enormous amount of work by many people. And the 


results were greatly appreciated by our foreign visitors. 


On top of everything else in August, I had to be acting administrator 


quite a bit with my back and stomach about killing me. 

In August i began to have a great deal of trouble with soil 
Surveys cooperative with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Don Simpson, 
a former state soil scientist in Texas, was a poor man and had been 
encouraged to accept an offer to look after the soil wikiedrs in the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Simpson hadn't learned anything or 
forgotten anything in ten years and was sore at the SCS. Thus for a 
long time we had trouble except in those states that had strong 
local men in the Bureau and ignored Simpson, 

Then too, in August Dr. McGalab, one of our very best senior 
correlators, and also a good soil mineralogist, got an offer from an 
oil citations and decided to leave, This was a hard blow indeed -- the 
fruit of the bureaucratic politics about the senior soil correlators, 
Ana I knew that we would lose most of the other good ones if I 
couldn't wangle better situations for them, 


Along about this time I also had a good deal of correspondence 
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with David Gardner, then the state soil scientist in New York, about 


his doctor's thesés at Harvard which I was hoping could be published 


Since it dealt responsibly and in detail with the history of the 
Soil Survey. But it remained available only in the Harvard Library. 


7 
ft! After transferring to Beltsville as Ur. Simonsonks deputy late in 
4 


1957 he became ill and never got it whipped into shape for publication. 
i After a considerable effort I got a policy memorandum Signed to 
provide e two-week training session in soil correlation by each 
principal correlator, A memo went to each soil conservationist in 

| August with details about what kinds of men to select for the training. 
Fortunately, ¢ ach of the principal correlators had had teaching 

| experience, in addition, Dr. Simonson and others helped out as time 
went on. The first ones were scheduled for the following winter. 

| These training sessions were a great boon to the potential soil 

| scientists who wanted to learn, 


I spent the week of September 1 at a meeting of our state conser-= 


| vationists in Asilomar -- a little resort place west and south of 

| San Francisco. The meetings were not very good but better than 

| previously. I had many helpful discussions with individual state 

; conservationists. I then felt that my personal relations with nearly 

all of fine were excellent and they continued to be. Yet this was 

certainly a poor place to have such a meeting. Of course our plane 

reservations got messed up on the way back. I never learned why 

Williams liked to have these meetings in out-of-the-way-resort hotels, 
My back continued to get worse, 


In September Louis Derr went back to his regular job as state 
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soil scientist in Oklahoma where he was doing a very good job and 


Roger Headly replaced him as assistant director of operations 


Since the work load was building up we established an additional 
identical position and I thought to keep one as a training position 
to be filled by state soil scientists who would be benefited by the 


training. Marfhall, of Texas had some good features but he was very 


weak in the basic soil science back of soil survey work. So I proposed 


| he came in on a tempors assigment, which he had on August 13, 1957 


4 to give some overlap with Derr, 


| —. 
In September the principal correlators were finally reallocated 


from GS-13 to GS-1, After that I was very slowly able to move some 
of the best of the senior correlators into GS-13 positions as 
assistant principal correlators, 

Near the end of September my physician began a whole new series 


of teste” 


Also in September I was having much correspondence with my 


Ww 
fried Tf. W. Schultz about his "homestead's in reverse." T explained 
in some detail how he was oversimpljfyingthis whole problem of 
rural poverty in economic terms, After all there were home ties, 


family pressures, and other complex problems. On many farms the 


functions of laborer, landlord, capitalist, and manager were combined 
in one man, Most of those who failed as managers lacked skills to 
take city jobs. It was to take Dr. Schultz a little time to get he. 
off this binge. But he finally did. 

For some reason Bill Johnson. and John Barnes had a misunder- 
standing but Bill is the abler man and finally got it straightened 


out. The question was over excessively long connotative symbols. This 


was not fully resolved until about seven years later, 
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As the state conservationists began to analyze their costs they 
finally saw what we were talking cbout. 

Billy Ligon began to worry about getting someone in his office 
to take his place. We both agreed that Dr. Bartelli, the state soil 
scientist in Illinois, would be an excellent choice. The steps were 
put in motion to bring this about. It took a long time. 

On September 30 I gave a radio talk for the Department of 
Agriculture on soils, 

Barly in Scteher my physician felt that I should stop the 
butazolidin. He gave me some ulcer medicine to prevent one coming. 
Gradually this tied the stomach pains but the back got worse so 
I had to grind up aspirin and take it in milk, 

In October I arranged for Dr. T. B. Hutchings to represent the 
Soil Survey at an FAO-sponsored soil meeting in Pakistan, 

On November 6 I went by train to Urbana and talked to the local 
chapter of the Soil Conservation Society on Changing World Agriculture. 
This trip gave me a good chance to talkewith Ableiter, Bartelli, and 
others. I interviewed Dr. Robert Grossman who should like aigobiin 
our laboratory. Later this was arranged and a most fortunate appointment 
it was. Dr. M. B. Russell talked to me about my interest in 
becoming a "distinguished" professor in soils at Illinois and I told 
him that I couldn't see it for some time at least. 

During the week of November 18 we had our national Soil Science 
Society meetings in Atlanta. I spent much of my time with the committee 


for the 1960 Congress and with the Tour Committee. Secretary Benson 
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spoke at this meeting at length about raising farm income by lowering 


farm prices} On the whole it wasn't a very good meeting except for 


. the excellent side conferences in which I spent much of my time. 

Even Fowler and Mark Baldwin came. When the meeting was over I 

| suddenly realized that stores were open in Atlanta on Friday evenings. 
On top of that it had rained. The traffic was packed aahne cab 

| could be found. So I got out into the middle of the street and asked 
people if they were going toward the station. A man in about the 
second car, with his wife, invited me to ride and even insisted on 
taking me to the door of the station, although from their conversation 
it was clear ide terete going somewhere else. I ran through and just 
made my train, Atlanta is a very friendly city. 

i Between letters and speeches and so on I was studying all I 

i 


5 
could about India because I was still planning to make the trip, 
; difficult as it would be. 


During the year I corresponded with Peter Mye of Ghana about a 


visit to the United States. Originally he wanted a tour. I suggested 
instead that he try for a plece at North Carolina State at Raleigh 
where he could do research, ‘They wrote to me about him and at my 
urging accepted him with $125.00 per month as a stipend So Peter 
would bere: tbiytd in addition to his Commonwealth fellowship. He was 
to come in January about the time I would be leaving for India, 

On December 8 I flew to Tucson, Arizona for a regional meeting 
of the western state conservationists and specialists. I talked 
With them about the Soil Survey and our opportunities for making 


them better, The local boys had arranged a fine field trip, I 
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discovered this was managed by Al Swanson, the area conservationist, 
who was an old student of mine in North Dakota, The technical guide 
was the best one I've ever seen in SCS, They made a Gopy for me which 
I kept on my desk for several years to show what could be done to put 
our soil surveys to work. At this conference the word had sot around 
that my back was very bad and that I was taking three aspirins every 
two or three hours. (To do this I went to my room, ground them and 
took them with mtlk.) But during the conference I was munching the 
odd gelusil. teisy one of the old SCS men whom I had never met 

came up to introduce himself, He said, "I want to meet you. I've 
heard for advs thaw tough you are but any man who can munch aspirin 
tablets really is tough." This is the way stories get around} 

After I returned I went to see my physician again and told him 
that I simply couldn't stand this regime and go to India next ~ 
January 1. He told me that I had some symptoms of an ulcer but 
no ulcer and that I could go back on the butazolidin with some 
medicine to control the ulcers. What a relief! 

After my return Monday, December 9 I tried to get things 
ready for my leaving and to read all I could about India. Of course 
I had to get my passport, visa, and all the rest to be ready to 


leave January 1, 1958. 
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1958. 

On New Years Day I left for India. During a brief stopover in 
Rome I had a nice chat and tea with the Ignatieffs. 

This journey is covered in detail in India Journal, 1953, On 
the return I stopped over for about 18 hours with the Ienatieffs. I 
was again back home in the afternoon of Tuesday, February 11. 
Arrangements had also been made for br, Guy Smith to have a short 
trip to Chile thi’s year. 

The lead - the office was heavy and all the pictures and notes 
on the trip to handle! I had a welcome note from Macmillan that my 
book The soils that Support us, was going into its 9th printing. 

I think my physician was a bit relieved to leerm that I had had 
no trouble with back or stomach, 
| Very shortly after my return from India TI was told that I was 
to head a mission on soil and water to the Soviet Union the coming 
summer, The Agricultural Research Service had several people going 
and I arranged with Cornell and the Rockefeller Foundation for Dr. 
Marlin Cline to join the group. So we were seven all together: 
Bulik, Allaway, L. B. Nelson, D. Ww. Thorne, W. W. Donnan, Cline and 
myself, 

A year or so after this arrangement I learned of an extraordinary 
sugsestion made by Don Williams during the conferences about this 
proposal while I was in India. A meeting was held among the admin- 
intrators of ARS, Foreign Agricultural Service, the Secretary's Office 
and others. When the matter of the chairman of the mission arose 


Don Williams suggested Gladwin Young. Shaw and the others said that 
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the Soviets and other folks would never be able to understand why 

the United States would send such a mission without Kellogg as 
chairman. He is an internationally known soil scientist and to make 
any one else chairman would raise all sorts of sispicions. Williams 
was reported to have said, "Well either one, it doesn't matter to me." 
This sort of attitude explained the troubles I was to have subsequently. 

It certainly was a job to get on top of my correspondence and 
dictate the Journal of the India trip and sort out the photographs. 
Then too, many eroups nee talks about the situation in India 
and I had to prepare for our hearings, 

z ines found another problem. Red Smith, the state conservationist 
in Texas and Dr. Aandahl, the principal soil correlator for the Great 
Plains, wanted Marshall kept in Washington, A much better man was 
available for state soil scientist in Texas. I was shocked and 
amazed to find that this had been fixed up! I had a real rough 
struggle with myself. Several better men could have been selected, 

To keep Marshall, Hockensmith, Red Smith, A. Aandahl, and perhaps 
others from being mad, I let it go. but in the SCS, the only place 
to take care of poor men is the Washington office. We had a much 
poorer man than Marshall -- Henry Adams -- that Williams insisted I 
take even though he could not earn 10 percent of his salary$ Such 
matters were badly handled. We had a very poor personnel officer and 
staff who had no concept of standards for scientists, Pir Aes Ae 
for trying to get the most competent people available, 

I spent the week of February 23 in Milwaukee making an inspection 


of both the Engineering and Watershed Uniteand of the Cartographic Unit. 
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Hllis Hatt from Portland and Chet Frances from Washington assisted 
me. Ellis Hatt turned out to be a very able man. Lots of interesting 
questions arose, especially about Service work in the suburban areas. 

Along about this time I made a determined effort to complete my 
collection of the Agricultural Yearbooks, which I was able to do 
from the second-hand stores and with the help of Foster Mohrhardt,. 
Some volumes were in rather bad condition so I had to acquire skills 
in book repair, Which stood me in good stead in later years, 

This year we had an interrupted hearing before the House committee 
with little sessions on March 3, 5, and 7, 

By keeping right at it I finished the India Journal before 
leaving for St. Louis on March 22 for the National Work Planning 
Conference of the Soil Survey. This ran through the week of March 2), 
(Insert 713a, 713b, 718c, and 718d.) 

Shortly after my return things began to happen. D. A. Williams 
renigned on his promise of about a year ago regarding the soil 
correlators, which I had already anticipated he might. On April 2 
he sent me a memorandum that would reorganize the work drastically, 
downgrade the senior correlators, and place them under the state 
conservationists! I wrote out a full memorandum of the principles 
involved = this work, which he ignored. Obviously, he can't understand 
or doesn't want to, the highly scientific character of this work. It 
was clear that the plan had been cooked up during my absence in 
India, At that time it began to be clear that this scheme was 


probably discussed with Hockensmi.th who has a weak personality when 
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The National Soil Survey Conference was held in St. Louis 


during the week beginning March 24, under a new and long title, 


_ “National Technical Work-Planning Conference of the Cooperative 

4 Soil Survey." 

_...., At this one I emphasized my hope for more effective contribu- 
tions from the State experiment stations. Yet we had markedly 

_ stepped up our progress in mapping. Mapping with standard legends. _ 
were quite a bit faster than mapping with the old SCS legends, partly 
7 because more of the standard surveys were progressive and partly 

_ because the legends were much clearer and easier to follow. 


By this time we had made good progress toward revising the 


Statements of assumptions, criteria, and definitions on the categories 


for the capability groupings. Now we need much more emphasis on 


Soil handbooks. These were really expanded descriptive legends that 


included the interpretations. Despite all of:my emphasis on inter- 
pretations I explained that I was finding county after county, without 
any handbooks because the interpretations had not been developed. 


Obviously, farmers in those areas were not getting up-to-date 


Ey ee ee 


mr 


assistance in farm planning in accordance with our statements. Wwe 


also reviewed the growing evidence of the rapid expansion in the. use 


en ee 


of published soil surveys. This was especially true in certain urban 


areas and where the State college and the Service were making general 


introductions of the published soil surveys to the people in the 


county with a regular educational program. 
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Drs, Smith and Ruhe talked about some of the new lines of 
research. 

“oo Weehad some useful discussion on the selection and emphasis 

of benchmark’ soils. The purpose of this was to concentrate our 
esearch and study on some of the principal soils with the thought 

| that. by studying these intensively and having a full set of data 

we would make more progress than by scattering the same effort widely. 
is we had discussed previously as one of the principal responsi- 
bility of the regional committees. Some work had been done but 

more was needed. : 

We also went over the facilities and opportunities for training, 
which still. needed considerable emphasis. 

tbe Several-trials on the use of published maps in farm planning 
were reported. The only real difficulty involved was the one of 
training» soil conservationists in a slightly different way of doing 
our work. :This turned out to be an unnecessargly big job. We seemed 
to have no problem with the engineers, 

oer MroOrvedal reported on'the progress made with engineers in the 
use,of soil maps and for the preparation of suitable engineering 
chapters for the published soil surveys, This was soon to become 
one of the most important aspects of our work. 

Another “area of progress was in interpreting soil surveys for 
forest ‘management... For some reason this line of work went more rapidly 
than that in range management except for the Southern Plains where 


good. progress was being made, 
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Mr. Orvedal presented the best small-scale map that we had. This 


ee map of North Dakota on a scale of 1:1,000,000 with a legend 

— made it possible to read clearly two levels of generalizations. 
¥ aes the end we discussed the difficulties and costs of having 
oth tl the ‘regional conferences and the national conferences every year. 
we were particularly anxious to have a solid progress statement on 


Agere system of classification for presentation at the International 
Congress in Madison, “Wisconsin scheduled for 1960. The question was 
discussed and left open for the moment. (Later, we decided to skip 
the s mectings for 1259 and 1960 &and have the national conference on 

| “0d yooes and the regional conferences on even years.) 

_ We did olan’ to have some committee meetings and meetings of 

writ 


the ae! dol soil corredators anyway. 


A committee on Horizon Nonpenenatuae had presented a scheme 


up aver 


that was altogether too complex for field work in the absence of 

_ firm laboratory data, so I asked Drs. Cline, Smith, and Simonson 

to take a look at it from the point of view of the relatively ex- 

a perienced soil scientists, the experienced soil scientists working 
rapidly in the field, and the skilled soil morphologist with plenty 

of time and supplementary laboratory data. It seemed that this committee 
had gone as far as it could as a committee of the conference, 

We urged the men to get more yield data by soil types on ranges 

as a basis for planning range surveys and interpreting them. We had 

a similar problem in forestry but somehow we were making better 


progress there. 
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we expanded our soil color chart a bit to make provision for 


more of the gleyed soils. 


We had opened up the matter of soil-climate relationships 

but more intensive research was necessary to realize the full 
potentialities of this knowledge. 

With the improvement in the capability groupings and the groupings 
of soil series into families I explained the great importance of 
making whatever adjustments necessary in each in order to have a 
good relationship between the two systems unless we did this we 
should have no scientific control on the capability system. This 
could best’ be arranged by seeing to it that similar phases with all 
of the soil’ series grouped into families went into one capability 
unit, £oddess | 

Of course; we discussed a good many other points that showed 
up later linopublications on soil classification and so on, 
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the chips are down and who may possible have favored it in the good 
old SCS spirit of cronieness and respect for long and faithful 
service, which doesn't mean many years of experience but means the 
smae experience year after year, 

I got slammed down real hard on this in a memorandum from Williams 
dated April 11 for unbelievable reasons. I suppose I should have 
offered to resign, which may have been the intent of the memorandum 
in the first place. But this would have been too easy for me and 
far too hard on the 25 or so top men‘ in the Soil Survey who were 
depending on me. Most of these would have left and the Soil Survey 
would have been in ruins. So TI decided to go ahead with this 
unknown potentially inefficient procedure. I had fought the green 
goddess before and I supposed I could do it again, 

I wrote about the situation frankly to each of the principal 
soil correlators as well as a personal letter of caution to Bartelli 
that we would go ahead with our plans later, TI asked the principal 
correlators to use their own judgment in explaining the situation very 
confidentially to the good senior correlators whoih they could trust. 
The principal correlators were both shocked and splendid. They 
wrote me fine letters of encouragement that helped a great deal. And 
so matters rested for awhile, 


As time went on I explained the whole situation very confidentially 


to people like Dr. Moseman and certain members of my senior staff 
af in Washington, 


4, Sunday evening April 27, I started another visit to South Carolina 
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at Dr. Buie's request, He had asked me to look at some of the 
work in the western part of the state, We had a fine joint field 
study with the experiment station people of the National Forest Service, 
They had discovered many important relationships between the diseases 
and growth of various species and the highly contrasting soil 
conditions. We also had a conference at Clemson with the college 
people following which I had a frank talk with Buie. He was 
deferring too much to”~a no-good soil "scientist" by the name of 
Miller whom sfioborte had promoted to assistant state soil scientist 
despite his complete lack of enon Sm cdete HO 

Harlier, when Montgomery left, Buie bad not wanted to take a 
man from the outside as state soil scientist so I sébtieton Bllerbee 
a first-class area conservationist even though Billy Ligon objected. 
He had a rough time for awhile but he turned out all right. 

The evening of May 1 in the little hotel on the campus at 
Clemson I had a long talk with Dr. Vince Cardon, I told him about 
Director General Sen's insistence that I come with FAO. Then he 
poured out to me his terrible problems as Director Gentral of FAO -- 
about the trouble he had with Gove Hambidge, who had had many 
special priveleges and wanted more and about Gove's mishandling of 
funds here in the regional office. He went on about many bureaucratic 
squabbles including those between Ralph Phillips and Harold Vogel 
for the position of North American representative following Hambidge's 
"retirement." (During his last years Hambidge had written a book on 
FAQ. He sent me a copy. It was pretty awful. He akked me about it 


and I told him that his concept of FAO oa different from mine 
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that it was difficult for me to evaluate it. He sabes, spoke to me 
after that. He retired a bitter, unreasonable man.) Cardon also ex~ 
plained that he had essentially no support from the American Govern- 
ment, only criticisms and heckling. It was a sad story from a wonderful 
man who lacked the skills of administration. 

I returned to my office on May 5 and the advisory notice 
reorganizing the soil correlation work, which had been hinted, came 
out May 3. Yet at that moment Don Williams seemed a bit more 
reasonable, But this didn't last long. The following day, May 9, 
however, he agreed to my suggestion of the addition of eight assistant 
principal soil correlators, again verbally. 

On top of all of these problems I had to plan the details of the 
excursion in the Soviet Union, arrange tickets, visa, and so on. 

On May 21 Don Williams completely reversed his statement of 
May 9. Now he said that we should have the same number of senior 
soil correlators with only one assistant principal correlator for 
the Great Plains. I pointed out that I would rather have the funds 
for my office reduced if necessary in order to have another in the 
South and especially in the west. He was firm against it. He 
claimed that it would give the impression that we didn't expect the 
new plan to work, which it didn't. Again I kept the [principal 
correlators informed, They couldn't help but be discouraged but 
they didn't want to hurt my morale. 

A flow chart was prepared for the signature of Mr. Peterson, 


Also along about this time we were having a great deal of trouble 


about our Library. Like most librarians Foster Mohrhardd? has a 
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strong personality when things are going well and a weak one when they 
go badly. Ralph Roberts, the Assistant secretary for Administration 
hated books and considered himself an expert on everything. The 
Civil Service Commission forced the Department to bring the grades 
of the people in the Library in line with the jobs. To get the 
money to do this he forced the Library to cancel the contracts with 
the land-grant colleges to supply books and journals to the SCS 

men in the field who wanted to read. The costs of these contracts 
were low and knecaeuvics excellent. I was the representative for 
the SCS and each of us from the agencies agreed to transfer funds to 
the Library rather than take on this job of buying and circularizing 
professional journals. But Roberts wouldn't listen, 

On May 26 I had a long conference with Assistant Secretary 
BE. L. Peterson about whether I should take the position as Assistant 
Director General of FAO for Technical Services. Dr. Paarlberg, 
br. Shaw, Dr. McArdle, and Assistant Secretary Roberts had been 
urging me to do it. Mr. Peterson stressed at this time how badly 
my counsel and services were needed in the Department. 

He asked me about progress, I briefly explained the plan 
which put the senior soil correlators under the state soil scientists 
and thus downgraded the scientific work of the Soil Survey. He 
was obviously amazed and shocked! Then so was I, I explained that 
I had been told that this plan was his idea, "Absolutely nok" he 
said. He went on to say that he had said that the state soil 
scientist should be responsible for the use and interpretation of 
the soil survey within the state, but that he had never dreamed that 
he would be responsible for the scientific work. He asked if the 


plan had been announced. I said it had; that the difficulties for 
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recruiting scientists would be well nigh insurmountable; but that it 
was too late to go back. He insisted that he was misquoted; that he 
had signed nothing; and that he would ask for a full clarification. 
He further explained that he would regard this as a confidential 

and priveleged conversation. I am sure that he meant this at the 
time but I am equally sure Williams found out that we had talked, 

I had had no intention of going over Williams on this matter. I 
had called on a iaeacobceeh the FAO matter at his request. At this 
time I thought he might ease things a bit but I doubted that he would 
have the courage to order Williams to do the right thing to maintain 
scientific standards, at least not now with an election coming up 
in the autum. 

Obviously both Williams and Young purposely misled me. I knew then 
that the whole plan started in the SCS staff, Obviously the motive 
was jealousy of the high scientific standing of the 25 or 30 top 
Soil scientists as compared to nearly all the other people in the 
scs. I had' been naive enough to hope that instead of being jealous 
they would be proud of the Soil Survey. Actually most were, But 
not Williams,*Young, Norton, Graham, and a few others among the 
“old timers," 

On May 28 in a conference with his immediate staff and the 
policy committee of state conservationists, D. A. Williams again 
referred to Assistant Secretary Peterson's Suggestion for the change 
in the organization of the senior soil correlators." So the plot 


thickened, 
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On May 29 we had the second day of the administrative conferences 
with Williams and his immediate staff, field representatives, 
and the policy committee. This was the same group that he told me 
on another occasion recommended the downgrading tthe senior soil 
correlators, 

Most of the talk was about marshalling political support for 
funds and strategy against the old AAA, then the CSS, and later the 
ASOS. These boys had organized an outfit called FARM -- Farmers 
Association for Resource Management -- which was trying to get 
soil conservation districts voted out by attacking the weak ones, 
Everyone, except myself, assumed that our technical work was 
excellent. Actually we had many weak districts and many weak 
state programs. 

This was followed by talk of how to increase grades, especially 
for Van Dersal (who was therel), the field representatives, and 
state conservationists, ‘The whole talk was very shallow, 

Near the end, oit was explained that any attempts among state 
offices to share technical people never worked§ Yet this has just 
been decided. for soil correlation -- which is more technical than 
anything else in the scs! It was also explained that an area 
conservationist could not even administer the engineering phases 
of watershed work unless he was an engineer. This was silly. Of 
course he can't make technical decisions in engineering or soil 
science but a good one knows this and gets help with the technical 


phases while he rides herd on the schedules. D. A. Williams was so 


upset about his current bureaucratic strugzle for power with ACP and 
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oss that he has lost his balance and hit out in all directions, 
arbitrarily and emotionally. 

It took a lot of preparation for the Soviet mission, even 
including medicines. (It worked out that I didn't use many of these 
but the other boys did.) 

About June 12 I had a conference with Director General Sen 
of FAO. I explained my philosophy of FAO, which I wrote into its 
constitution in Quebec in 19)\5. This was the trouble with Hambidge's 
book which dealt only with the nameless secretariat. I was much 
opposed to the statement, “an FAQ expert" does so and so. for 
such reports to.mean anything we Caen name and his or 
her field of specialization. He agreed, Then too, the lonely 
research worker staying within his own country is a part of the FAO 
concept. "each country is to help themselves and one another," 

But then I also took up with him the head of forestry in FAO who 
was a poor forester and untruthful. He said abruptly, "We've got 
to keep him." ‘This helped my decision, 

Sunday, June 5 I went to Memphis for a couple of days to take 
part in a conference on a rural development program, Shuman of the 
Farm Bureau recalled the County-Planning Program with derision and 
Said that-a federal-state rural development program would come to 
the same end. This fellow was awful. Although national president 
of the Farm Bureau he is either an economic illiterate or a hired hand 
of big business, or both. 

I expected to see Louis XIV come out from behind the curtains 


smiling. In the session Director General Sen gave by far the best talk. 
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From most of the other speakers we had the reactionary conventional 
wisdom which assumes that farmers are simply the hired hands to 
furni$h cheap food and low-cost labor to business, 

But in the small group sessions the talk was exactly the same as 
it was during the early days of county planning. Bushrod Allin and 
I had the same reaction: "This is where we came in." 

On July 19 Dr. Nyle Brady called me about this demoving of the 
soil correlators, He°asked if it were my idea? I told him, "No," 
He asked if it were a threat to the scientific standards, I told 
him, "Yes." I could only explain that a joint committee on soil 
survey witn the Department and the colleges could be helpful. The 
Department man would need to be from the Secretary's office. He 
said he would ask Dean Myers to discuss it with Peterson, 

Later I talked very briefly with Peterson and told him about 
this. (Williams was away.) I pointed out that the dean might 
call on him, I gave him a copy of the advisory notice of May 8 
Signed by Williams. He appeared to be ancered and said he hoped 
Dean Myers would call. ‘That evening Dr. Bradfield called and I 
told him that Peterson would like a call from the dean, 

Karly in July Dr. Knoblauch called and told me that the 
experiment station directors were about to organize a Soil Survey 
Committee urging a revision of the advisory notice. On July 2nd 
ft told Mr. Williams that I had heard this rumor and he told me that 
Dean Myers had given Assistant Secretary Peterson an intemperate 


memo by Marlin Cline, “cussing out the Service." Why fF why would 
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Dean Myers do such 2 foolish thing. (I talked about it later with 
Brady. The dean had asked for an "information memo" but it never 
occured to brady or Cline that he would give it to Peterson, And 
why did Peterson show it to Williams?) Williams told me that, 
"Pete is not disturbed about the letter and is writing an explanation 
to the dean." Oh coafon Montreal 

Later I saw e copy of this memo from Brady and Cline to Dean 


Myers. Sach individual on the ixperiment Station Committee on Policy 


had a copy. Thane was nothing intemperate in it. In fact it was a 
fair objective statement of the situation, 

July 7 Knoblauch showed me a letter from the Assistant Director 
at Cornell quoting Mr. Peterson that he would see to it that the 
reorganization of the correlation staff would not go into effect. What 
a mess. It had on July 1. Peterson failed me. The pressure mist 
have been terrific and was probably political, 

Then on July 8 Brady called and I made three recommendations at 
his request: (1) That any USDA-Land-—Grant Committee must include someone 
from the Secretary's office; (2) the full plan should be explained 
to Dr. W. H. Pierre of Iowa; and (3) Dean Myers should gently prod 
Peterson just so he doesn't forget the matter, Then he told me that 
Dean Myers did not say that Peterson would reverse the order, rather 
that he would explore the matter and perhaps reverse the order, 

On July 14 Williams reviewed with me and Gladwin Young the steps 
he said he had taken on this reorganization of the correlators, 

l. He said he had problems reported to him. (None were specified 


at any time.) 


— es ; , 


tiv soted ot suede betide T) ..gutddudettook « somaroby 
never: $2 god “omem nobtsertotat” oe not bexas bad aeeb eft , 
ork .oeteded of @t evis bivow ed ¢adé enti to “bauer 
tad? om blot sme hiilw (Temstitin of ti work noetotet, 
nottensicxe ma pnivimw “ef bos 19¢del sie spods bedanéetb com 
Iceenteon dolnot <0  *.amebr del 
nee od enti) One bat meotl omen eta te yqoo sa wee I 
yolfod no ssteinmdO nottett gremdzeqdl am ao lub ivthet dos 
a saw St Gost al .tt at eotedmedabigniivon cow or0edT 4Y 
fohtawtte edt to dnemeatete ovis 
notoetid dnatetend ocd movk nodool a om vewode dousidont } ) 
etd sect ot of sem bigow on Jad? nooo 1h pastoup 
tad  doeYie oft an gon bivow Yiste aoftetetia aad to solves 
waum ewenetg edit oe ‘bekiet aovrwedel .L ynt ac bed #1) 
: shnone-tl tifeq _fdadotq asw bee oltiviwd 
ts eto id¢atvienmooet eewid eoom 1 base beliso batt 8 vist aoe 
enoomos ebulont sau oedd temo’ drs 1afoemb AU ye tacit (L) 
bectialaxe ed bLerestes asiq Iivt edt (S) peortho. 2'oredemwee 
botq Vite, bimoda wre gl axel (€) bre qewol to e@vield ui 
tari¢ em bfod of ged? \1etsow ont ¢eg70) 3 'aneoh ed.oe dent 
sender ,tebto ait seteves bivew noetetet Sard yon ton bibs 
.Teirio ect eeweven equittag bos toltan eid orolaxe + : 
eqete oft quot nivbel ane om rit.tw beweiver sachin ae via 
,srosaferio add Tonttol?ssinay1007 bad caine tbe: bi 


betlioege wake ett’? bedroget anaidory 


- 


Pic 


a ar 


2. He said that he had talked the matter over fully with Peterson 
and was told to go ahead with the change but he wanted to wait. 

(This conversation was alleged to have taken place while I was in 
India.) If it did Peterson didn't know what Williams was talking about. 

3. Williams said he discussed it with the policy committee of 
state conservationists and they unanimously approved it. (These 
were Buie, Edminister, Boyle, Davies, and Kenard about the weakest 
in the whole Service.) 

h. He said ru discussed it with Kellogg who raised questions and 
finally agreed to go along, 

5. He issued the directive as advisory notise W-116 dated 
May 8, 1958. 

6. He asked the state conservationists to discuss it and the 
state experiment station directors. Nearly all said no serious 
questions arose. 

7. Dean Myers of Cornell raised a question about it to Mr. Peterson 
together with a memo from Brady and Cline. 

) 8. Williams read a letter that he said Mr. Peterson sent to 
Dean Myers explaining the purpose of the move. 

9. He said that he had a talk with Dr. Knoblauch and toned him 
down. 

Williams then suggested that I tin senior staff were not 
supporting the change. I denied this and explained that the men 
were very worried about the work. Unhappily, I had apparently 


misunderstood his reaction to my proposal for 8 assistant principal 


soil correlators. JI had understood him to say that he had agreed 
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to this and found only later that he had not, 

Obviously things didn't add up. But I wrote a memorandum to the 
directors and principal correlators with a copy to Williams explaining 
how we would try to make the new organization work and admonishing 
them to be careful in their discussions, 

It became clear that EB. A. Norton had a lot to dowith this, 

For (dniny weeks I had been hearing rumors of his statements that soon 
both interstate soil correlations and soil survey publications would 
come to an end. Large groups were told this in New Jersey incDecember 
1957 and in Maryland and Virginia during March and early April, 1958, 

I had never learned specifically who was back of this and for 
what reasons, Obviously if Williams had really heard of any 
difficulties he would have discussed them with me. Actually there 
were none, He may have heard some planted sossip or stories but 
certainly not anything real from people who understood the work, He 
may have got some support, or at least lack of oppostion, from Roy 
Hockensmith who had little understanding of the scientific methods 
involved in soil correlation, 

In his recent conversation Williams saad some of the senior 
correlators may be made GS-13 state soil scientists when the new 
standards we had been developing came out. This is the ri@iculous 
argument that Hockensmith had been using that showed his lack of 
understanding of what was involved. No state soil scientist however 
competent would have any significant amount of time for interstate 
correlation, Furthermore, it was absurd to have state soil scientists 
in GS-13 and soil correlators able to do the work in GS-12 when the 


latter job requires much more scientific skill and knowledge than the former, 
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Meanwhile the statistical study of the use of published soil 
Surveys was soing forward by AMS, 

On July 16 our mission members assembled in New York City for the 
excursion in the Soviet Union, except for Dr. Thorne who would join 
us in Brussels, We were away in the afternoon. As the scheduled 
worked out we had nearly a day in Brussels which gave me a chance to 
see the World's Fair there and to have a good discussion with M. Jurion. 
I asked his judgment about the position in FAO. He argued strongly 
against it. He pata, "If you want to make any trips I know that any 
one of a dozen governments that would be glad to arrange it. (I do Pe ait 
not know where he gets his information, He had told me earlier that 
if the United States had put my name forward, I could have been 
elected Director-General of FAU instead of Sen.) "Farther," he said, 
Sa have more influence from your well-known position in the 
USDA than you could in FAO," | 

Later when we came to Moscow I found another urgent letter 
from FAO asking me to accept the position, 

The full details of the visit to the Soviet Union are set 
forth in the two volumes of the Soviet Journal so there is no 
use repeating them here, TY addition the USDA published our official 
mission report. 

I returned to the office August 22 after a long and strenuous 
journey but certainly a very interesting one. Two days later we had 


a press conference about our trip. Most of the boys were looking for 


Something critical although they didn't set much. But the reporter 
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or editor can always manufacture it. I explained, for example, that 
the mission arrived in Moscow just at the time of the demonstration 
at the US Embassy about the American troops going into Lebanon, Thus 
the Embassy people did not meet us at the airport, yet there was 

a large and friendly Soviet delegation to meet us and take us to our 
hotel, These were people from the Academy of Sciences of the USSR 
and from the Ministry of Agriculture. Some of my friends heard the 
radio newscast. "They used only the first part of wnat I said, thus 
creating the bien ateen that we were standing helpless without anyone 
to meet us. 

I was silmeat too busy to worry much about soil correlation with 
the Soviet Journal and report to do. I did work in a short conference 
With the principal soil correlators on plans and troubles. 

Peter Nye had done well at North Carolina and was leaving. in, 
September to go back to Ghana. Actually he didn't stay there very 
long but joined the International Institute of Atomic Energy in Vienna. 
Then after a little while there he went to Oxford University when 
Scofield died, 

I worked rather furiously to get my paper ready for Michigan 
State University. About a couple of years earlier I had urged them 
to call pak EPR conference on soils and forestry, which they did. 
I spent September 8 to 11 at Hast Lansing and gave the lead-off 
paper, A look at future forest-soil problems. I also took along 
my Soviet slides which had turned ovt very well indeed. 

The second edition of The efficient use of fertilizer was about. 


to go to press, Orvedal and I fixed up a revised soil map, 
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Then I had another letter from. FAO urging me to come, which 
I turned down as gently as I knew how. 

I also had a showing of the slides in the Secretary's conference 
room. I think these made it clear the the Soviets weren't + &% bad 
as most had bunposst from the press. 

Karly in October while I was working feverishly on tne Soviet 
Journal and report “in came Dr. Douglas Ensminger inviting me to go 
to India for three months with a team being financed by the Ford 
Foundation, I aeaioed to him that I had had two long, hard trips 
to Asia during the year and that I was tired. He was persistent. 
He asked, "Would the Department let you go?" T replied, "I don't 
know and I'm not going to ask." He offered me a generous fee, TI 
explained how I needed the treatments for my back, Finally he said, 

"I will go and ask Mr. Peterson, the Foundation will pay the travel 

for you and your wife and let you take stops enroute and return," 

I thought I was safe in agreeing if all these conditions were met. 

But he was a persuasive man and they were met. Now I really had to 

get at the Soviet Journal end report. 

October 3 we had good budget hearings on the Soil Survey with the 

Bureau of the Budget. For quite awhile I spent much of my time, 

especially week ends on the Soviet Journal. My wife helped and 

got some practice for the next wari 
' P me state conservationists had their meeting here the week of October 


13. It was the usual talk about how good the Service was and how 


we should improve our management. Yet not many of the state conservationists 
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were enthusiastic about the new correlation program although I could 
see that each one wanted his own man thus leaving the principal 
correlator to do all of the interstate work. He Simply coulcn't do 
it without more help. Some agreed to have their men work a little 
more in otner states, 

October 20 to 22 I attended the meetings of the Soil Gonservation 
Society in Ashville, North Carolina and made an address on the 
Role of the scientist on shaping land-use policy. The highlight 
of the meeting was a little side trip to visit a museum on Thomas 
Wolfe, It was the old boarding house where he lived as a boy and 
which is exactly described in Look homeward angel. 

I came back and worked as hard as I could on the Soviet 
Journal and’ then went to Ames, Iowa for the week of October 27 for 
a large conference on American agricultural policy. I gave a 
paper on Pro 


spective land use and adjustment: Opportunities and 


limitations. All the papers at this conference were published as a 
book by the Iowa State University Press. I had a lot of fun here, 

I took along my Soviet slides for an additional evening lecture 
that was exceedingly well attended. Ted Schultz, John Black, and I 
had lots of fun and argument. ‘Ted jumped all over Ken Galbraith's 
Affluent society. I think the trouble was that his economic friends 
felt he should have published these ideas in formal papers for them 
to criticize before writing a popular book for the public. Since 


the conference was published as, Problems and policies of American 


agriculture there is no need to write anything here about the papers. 
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On November 4, we had a general election and the Republicans lost 
the Congress, but 1 thought that probably President Hisenhower 
wouldn't worry too much. He hadn't yet. 

About November 6 Peterson and Ralph Roberts called me over, 
tried to butter me up real good, and suggested that Lliake the job 
in FAO for two or three years. They said that my position would 
remain open in the Department and that FAQ would make the contributions 
to my retirement fund-just as if I were here. I told them that I 
- would think it ee again. Then I asked them to reconsider this 
decision on the Library and the circulation of journals. "That's 
all settled hide wont reopen it," said Roberts. If the Secretary's 
office wouldn't take my word on something like this I knew I would 
get no backing in Rome, I stopped by Dr. McArdle's office on the 
way back and he gave me some good advice. He wanted me to go. But 
after I explained the terrible bureaucratic situation in SCS he 
could see why probably I shouldn't. He said, "If you decide not to 
go don't argue with Peterson and Roberts, just write them a little 
note that for important personal reasons you don't want to go. 

This I did and that finished the matter. My only sorrow is for 
Ignatieff who was so anxious for me to come. Then the Director 
General very foolishly, offered the job to Frank Parker who took it. 
He stayed there for 2 or 3 years before they caught on. 

Tuesday evening November 11 I left by train for Nevada to 
address the State Association of Soil Conservation District 
Supervisors on tne Uses of the Soil Survey at Winnemucca, named 


after an Indian princess. The through trains pass this place in the 
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middle of the night. Like other Nevada towns there are many slot 
machines in continual use. I think I had quite a compliment after my 
speech and question period, which ended just before a recess, As I 
came down the platform I noticed a group of ranchers standing around 
arguing. They all dress alike --,cowhands and the millionaires, As 
I came to the back I heard one say, "Well, I'll just ask him." He 
came over to me and said, "I want to ask you a question. Have you 
ever managed a farm?"~ [ told him that I nad years ago. He turned 
to the sited bua said, "I told you so." So I went up to the group 
and asked them what this was all about. One said to me, "Several of 
us felt that yqu must have managed a farm because you're the first 
so and so out of Washington that we can understand," 

We had a field trip with about l; inches of snow on the ground, 
i was sure that if I hadn't have been there they would have skipped 
it. 

I was able to do some writing on the train and fairly well 
handled my correspondence when I got back. I worked in a nice 
conference with Charles Hardin between trains in Chicago, 

Sunday, November 30 I took the train to Indianapolis, The 
train was very late and I went in a Service car to Lafayette for 
conferences with our staff, I certainly had a work out the first 
day. I had seminars on soils and climate, one on teaching with the 
younger professors in soils, another with the soils extension people, 
and finally a lecture on the history of changing ideas about soils 
and soil classification. The next two days we had meetings of the 


field soil scientists in the state, These were not very good, 
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Neither Bass, the state soil scientist, nor Grunwald, the assistant 
state soil scientist, was competent. Some of the party chiefs were 
much better, I talked to them about a balanced program, answered 
many questions and corrected some serious errors, The first evening 
I gave a slide lecture on the Soviet Union, 

The last day, December 5, Lester Binnie, the assistant state 
conservationist, took me to the train. He didn't make a good impression 
beyond being a loyal and faithful employee, 

a Borien hus during the rest of December getting the Soviet 
Journal and report finished and preparing for a new trip. 

I made a design of the baker I use for back treatments and 
sent this with photographs from different angles to India so that 
one would likely be ready when we got there. It was quite a job 
to sort out and plan the baggage for the two of us for four months, 

On the whole this has been a good year for my education and 
a bad year for the Soil Survey. Assistant Secretary Peterson 
finally approved the organization chart even though he told me he 
never would, He should have realized that the Republicans would 
lose the elections anyway and not have tarnished himself, 

I felt then that I made the right decision about FAO. ‘The 
United States Government never had supported FAO, only complained, 
They were looking for someone to rebuild US prestige in FAO and get 
them off the hook. 

Near the end of the year Williams calmed down a great deal and 
became much more cooperative. I suspect that Assistant Secretary 


Peterson gave him a good blistering but I don't know, 
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